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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


The volume microcopied on this roll has the following back- 
strip title: "ls / Shanghai / April 4, 1874 / July 7, 1874 / 
Department / of State." It contains despatches, with enclosures, 
addressed to the Department of State from United States consular 


officials at Shanghai, China, between April 4 and July 7, 1874. 
The contents are registered on Roll 1 of the microcopy. 


The volume is part of a body of records in the National , 
Archives designated as Record Group No. 59, General Records of 
the Department of State. It is volume 18 of a series generally 
referred to as Consular Despatches, Shanghai. 
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itnited States Circuit Court. 


DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA. 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT. 


Toe Streamer “SPARK” 


Lez Cuor Caum anp OTHERS, | 


SAWYER, ©. J. 


‘Tas is an appeal from a judgment of the Consular Court of Canten, in the Empire 
of China, in a proceeding in Admiralty against the steamer Spark, for damages resulting 
from a collision with a Chinese junk, owned by the petitioners or libelants. 

‘The-proceedings were had, and appeal taken, under the Act of Congress of June 
22nd, 1860, and the Amendatory Act of July 1st, 1870, giving to this Court appellant 
jurisdiction, in certain eases, from the Consular and Ministerial Courts of China and 
Japan, (12 Stat. at L. U. 8., 72, and 16 Stat. at L. U.§., 188). The fifth section of 
Oe eee to wit :— 

“ Section 5th.—And be it further ansotes that where the matter in dispute, 

‘‘ exclusive of costs, exceeds the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars, an appeal 

‘* shall be allowed to the Circuit Court for the District of California, and upon such 
“ appeal a transcript of the libel, bill, answer, depositions, and all other proceedings 
- in the cause shall be transmitted to the Circuit Court, and no new evidence shall be 
** received on the hearing of the appeal, and the appeal shall be subject to the rules, 
‘* regulations, and restrictions prescribed in law for writs of error from District Coyrts 
‘‘ of the United States.” 

A judgment having been entered by the Consular Court against the steamer Spark 
for the sum of $6,005.32, an appeal has been taken on behalf of the defendant. 

The appellees move to dismiss the appeal for numerous irregularities, only three 
or four of which will be noticed. It is objected that the record shows no order allowing 
the appeal, and no citation to the appellees. The section cited, it will be seen, provides 
that ‘ appeals shall be subject to the rules, regulations, and restrictions, prescribed by law 
“* for writs of error from District Courts of the United States.” The 22nd section of the 
Judiciary Act of 1789, provides that final decrees and judgments of the District Courts — 
in civil actions, ‘‘ may be re-examined and reversed or affirmed in a Circuit Court * * 
‘** * upon a Writ of Error, whereto shall be annexed and returned therewith, at 
‘the day and place therein mentioned, an authenticated transcript of the record, 
‘ assignment of errors, and prayer for reversal, with a citation to the adverse party, 
* signed by the Judge of such District Court, or a Justice of the Supreme Court, the 
“‘ adverse party having at least twenty days notice.” (1, U. 8. Stat. at L., 84.) The 
same section has a similar provision for Writs of Error from the Supreme to the 
Circuit Court, to review the judgments and decrees of the latter. And the 25th section 
has provisions in similar language for reviewing the decisions of the highest State 
Courts, in certain cases, by the Supreme Court of the United States. The construction 
of these latter provisions, and consequently the construction of the similar provision 
relative to Writs of Error from the Circuit to the District Courts, has been settled by 
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the Supreme Court of the United States. Thus, in the very late case of Gleason v. 
Florida, 9 Wal. Rep. 788, the Supreme Court say: ‘‘ But on looking into the record, 
“« we find no allowance of the writ. And this has been repeatedly held to be essential to 
*‘ the exercise by this Court of reviewing ay over final judgments or decrees 
‘* by the Courts of the States.” 

So, in Hartford Fire Insurance Co. vs. Van Duzer, the writ was dismissed because 
no allowance of the writ appeared in the record, the Chief Justice delivering the 
opinion of the Court, ‘that such allowance was indispensable to the jurisdiction of 
the Court in error to review a judgment of the highest Court of a State (9. Wal. 784). 
So an appeal from the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia was dismissed by 
the Supreme Court of the United States, because there was “no evidence in the 
record, of any allowance of appeal; and without an allowance this Court cannot acquire 
jurisdiction.” (Pierce v. Cox, 9 Wal. 787; see also Edmondson v. Bloomshire, 
7 Wal. 812.) 

This settles the construction of the Act of Congress relating to Writs of Error and — 
Appeal from the U. 8. District Courts, and as the same rules and regulations are made 
applicable to appeals from the Consular Courts of China, it settles the point in this 
case. The record shows no allowance of an appeal and no citation, the latter being 
necessary also, if the order allowing an appeal is not made in open Court. This is 
implied at least from the case of Pierce v. Cox, supra, if a citation is not waived by 
appearance of the appellee. And it is expressly required by the provisions of the 
statutes quoted. It is claimed also that this appeal, if taken at all, must have been 
taken out of Court, as the petition for an appeal bears date several days after the date 
of the judgment; and it is claimed that there are no terms in the Consular Court 
under the statute ; and as soon as a judgment is entered and the Court for 9 


and all subsequent Slowadiies of appeals must necessarily be made out of Court with 
respect to that case. Numerous authorities are cited to the point, but it is unnecessary 
now to determine it. Upon the view taken upon other objections, it will be the safer 
practice to issue and serve a citation. Another formidable objection is, that no appeal 
has been taken in the case; that the appeal, if any there is, is taken in the name of 
the steamer Spark, the only defendant in the case; and that an appeal cannot be taken 
in the name of an inanimate object,—the res, when the action isin rem. : 

The Supreme Court of the United States, in the recent case of “ the steam-boat 
Burns,” held that a Writ of Error or Appeal cannot be sustained in the name of a 
steam-boat or any other than a human being, or some corporate, or associated 
aggregation of persons. (9 Wallace Rep. 287—40.) The Writ of Error was 
dismissed on the ground indicated. 

The petition for an appeal in this case is entitled Lee Choi Chum et al, plaintiff v. 
The Steamer Spark defendant, and it proceeds, ‘and now comes the said defendant in 
the above entitled cause by George B. Dixwell, his agent, and files this petition on 
appeal and sheweth. That the said Consular Court did on the 24th day of August 
A.D. 1871, enter a judgment in this cause against the defendant, in favor of 
the plaintiff for the sum of $ 6,005,82/100 and the said defendant appeals from 
the judgment of the said Consular Court to the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the District of California &e,****. Wherefore the defendant prays 
that proceedings” &c. This is an appeal by and in the name of the Ship and nothing 
more. The ship purports to be the appellant, and it is in fact the only defendant in 
the Case. The case cited is conclusive on this question. The petition for an appeal is 
signed, ‘‘Geo. Basil Dixwell, for self and the firm of Augustine Heard & Co.,” 
but this does not make either of these persons parties to the appeal, or even to 
the action. The body of the petition shows that it is “the defendant in the above 
entitled cause by George B, Dixwell,” that files the petition, and neither Dixwell nor 
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Augustine Heard & Co., was a defendant. They were not sued, and they never put in 
# claim as owner or otherwise so far as the record shows, and never filed any pleading 
in the case by which they became parties. They do not purport to appeal, nor were 
they in a condition to. entitle them to appeal. If they had been parties, and had 
appeared as such in the name of “‘ Augustine Heard & Co.,” they would still be met 
_ by another decision of the Supreme Court, that an appeal in that name, style and 
- form would be nugatory. In the case of the “ Protector,” an appeal was dismissed 
because taken in the name of ‘ William A. Freeborn & Co.,” without setting out the 
names of the parties constituting the firm, the Court holding that “‘ no difference existed 
between writs of Error and appeals, as to the manner in which the names of parties 
should be set forth,” and that this defect had always been held fatal in cases of Writs 
_ of Error (11 Wal 82). | 

| But the appeal is not taken by these pation tr aay oe nies Steamer 
Spark, the only defendant in the case. 

In fact there is no other party to the record, and, consequently, none other who 
could take the appeal. A person who is not a party in some form, cannot interfere 
by way of appeal, or otherwise. There was in this case no answer to the libel or 
petition, as the parties designate the pleading filed by the complainants. There is no 
issue taken upon the allegation of the libel, or petition, and nothing to try except to 
ascertain the amount of damages. Neither Captain Brady, Mr. Orne, Mr, Dixwell, 
Augustine Heard & Co. nor any other person, presented themselves in any such way 
as entitled them to be heard in the case, either in the Court below or, on appeal. They 
have not merely failed in form, but also in substance, to make themselves parties to 
the proceedings. It will be seen by reference to any reputable work on Admiralty 
Practice, that the first step in the defence in a proceeding in rem in instance causes in 
courts exercising Admiralty jurisdiction, is, the interposition of a claim to the property 
libeled... The claim should be made by a party authorized to set up a defence,—the 
owner, either in person, or by his agent, or by the agent of a foreign government 
whose subjects are interested in the property in question. (Dunlaps Ad. Prac, 158, 
2 Conkling Ad. Pr. 548, Benedicts Ad. Prac. section 451.) ‘‘ In such suits,” observes 
Mr. Justice Story, ‘‘ the claimant is an actor, and is entitled to come before the Court 
“in that character only in virtue of his proprietary interest in the things in contro- 
“ versy ; this alone gives him a persona standi in judicio. It is necessary that he should 
establish his right to that character, as a preliminary to his admission as a party, ad 
‘‘ litem, capable of sustaining the litigation. He is, therefore, in the regular and 
“« proper course of practice, required in the first instance, to put in his claim, upon oath, 
* averring in positive terms his proprietary interest. If he refuses so to do, it is a sufficient 
«« reason for a rejection of his claim. If the claim be made through the intervention 
“« of an agent, the agent is in like manner required to make oath to his belief of the 
“verity of the claim ; and if necessary he may also be required to produce and prove 
‘his authority before he can be admitted to put in the claim. If thisis not done, it 
‘‘ furnishes matter of exception, and may be insisted upon by the adverse party, for the 
*« dismissal of the claim” (United States vs. 422 Casks of Wine 1 Peters Rep. 549). 

The claim should state the facts, showing the right of the party to intervene, that 
is to say, the ownership of the property in a direct and issuable form. In the language 
of Mr. Benedict, ‘‘ No set form of words is necessary to form aclaim. In this, as in 
“ other pleadings, the Court looks to the substance rather than the form. It must 
state that the party is the true and bond fide owner of the interest which he represents, 
‘« and that no other person is the owner thereof. It must be verified by the oath of the 
‘* party or his agent or consignee. When it is verified by the oath of an agent or 
** consignee, he must also swear that he is authorized to do so by the owner ; or if the 
** property be, at the time of the arrest, in the possession of the master of a ship, that 
** he is the lawful bailee thereof for the owner.” (Ben. Ad. Pr., section 461.) 
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The document coming nearest to a claim is a protest signed by George Brady. 
It does not purport to be a claim, and is not one’ either in form or substance. It 
alleges nothing directly, or in an issuable form, as.to the ownership of the vessel; but 
simply recites that ‘‘ Whereas the said vessel was, on or about the 24th day of June, 
‘* 1871, sold and transferred by the owner thereof unto the Hongkong, Canton, and 
** Macao Steamship Co. (limited), being a British Joint Stock Company duly incorpo- 
rated,” &e., &c., and then on behalf of said corporation protests against the action, 
and the exercise of jurisdiction by the Consul, not on account of the insufficiency of 
the libel, but by reason of the said recitals. The document, such as it is, is not verified. 
It is not a claim, in any sense, upon which the said corporation was entitled to defend 
or be heard, had they attempted to do so. The owner of the ship in his own name in 
person, or by his agents, should have filed a claim in such a form that issue could be 
taken on it, then if the facts had been admitted, or proved upon denial, the claimant 
would have been entitled to defend, and would have become a party to the action, and 
entitled to act as such in all subsequent proceedings. The mere putting in of a claim 
is not a defence to the action but it gives the claimant the status of a party. Thisisits — 
office. After putting the claim in, and thus becoming entitled to be heard for his 
interest the claimant must put before the Court the grounds of his defence, in suitable 
allegations, so that the Court and the opposite party may be informed of the grounds 
of the defence. (Benedicts Ad. Pr, Sec. 465 et seq:) The consular court is a Court 
of limited jurisdiction, and all the jurisdictional facts must be alleged in the libel, 
petition or complaint, otherwise it will be insufficient. If the libel or petition fails to 
show the facts, which authorize the court to take jurisdiction under the Statute, or if 
for any other reason it fails to appear upon the facts stated in the libel or complaint — 
that the party filing is not entitled to any relief, the claimant after filing his claim, and 
becoming a party to the proceeding, may file exceptions in the. nature of a special 
demurrer, pointing out the particulars in which the libel or petition fails to show 
jurisdiction, or any ground for relief. Or if there is no defect in the libel or petition, 
and the matters showing a want of jurisdiction or other defence do not appear on the face 
of the libel, they must be set up by direct affirmative allegations in an issuable form by 
way of plea or answer.. The claim, exceptions and other matters of defence however, 
may all be united in the answer, at the option of the party intervening for the protec- - 
tion of his own interest; but this is not the best practice. (Benedicts Admiralty Prac. 
Chap. XXVI. Dunlaps Ad. Pr. Chap. VI. and VIII. 2 Conklins Ad. Pr. 579 et seq.) I 
have been thus particular ‘in referring briefly to the practice and to the works where 
the proper practice in cases of this kind may be readily found, for the reason that the 
proceedings in this class of cases do not appear to be well understood by litigants at 
Canton, and the proceedings in this case, have consequently been very irregular. That 
is probably owing to the scarcity of books, and the absence of members of the legal 
profession at Canton. By consulting some one or more of the works referred to, the 
mistakes that have occurred in this case may be avoided in future. As the jurisdiction 
conferred upon Consuls is highly important, the importance of procuring some reputable 
works on Admiralty Practice cannot be over-estimated. 

On the view taken this Court has not acquired jurisdiction of the case, , and of 
course any inquiry into the merits is precluded. I feel it my duty however to suggest 
that the libel or petition itself appears to be defective in not stating the facts necessary 
to give the Consular Court jurisdiction under the Acts of Congress, and the treaty 
between the United States and the Empire of China. It is nowhere alleged in the 
petition, or libel, that the steamer Spark is an American vessel, nor any facts _— 
by which it can be seen that the Consular Court has jurisdiction. | 

The jurisdictional facts, as before mentioned, must all be distinctly averred. 

It appears from what has been said, and from the authorities cited, that no 
claimant of the ship appears in the record in any form that entitles him to be heard ; 
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that there is no party defendant other than the ship—the rem—and no appeal taken 
in any form by any party appearing to be entitled to appeal, or in any name other than 
that of the ship. There is therefore no valid appeal, and the appeal must be dismissed. 
Se also the record fails to show any allowance of an appeal, or any citation to the 
party, and it is not suggested that there is any diminution of the record in 

these particulars. There being neither an allowance of the appeal, nor a citation 
disclosed by the record, the fact of the existence of the one cannot be inferred from the 
other. There are numerous other subordinate points made which I do not find it 
necessary to discuss. 

Let the appeal be dismissed with costs. Delivered Feby. 29th, 1872. 

Miron Anpros for appellant. 

B. 8. Brooxs for appellee. 


Read in open Court 29th February’1872. 
L. 58. B. SAWYER, Clerk. 
By J. 5 O’BEIRNE, Deputy Clerk. 

I, Lorenzo S. B. Sawyer, Clerk of the Circuit Court of the United States, of the 
Ninth Judicial Circuit, in and for the District of California, do hereby Certify that the 
foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of the opinion on motion to dismiss appeal in the 
cause entitled ‘‘ The Steamer Spark v. Lee Choi chum et al,” read in open Court February 
29th 1872, by Hon. Lorenzo Sawyer, Judge of above-named Court. 

Attest my hand and the seal of said Circuit Court this 7th day of 
March, A.D. 1872. 


L. 8. B. SAWYER, Clerk. 
By J. F. O'BEIRNE, Deputy Clerk. 


Cuited States Givenit Court, 


DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Steamer Spark 


v. 


LEE CHo1t CHumM & OTHERS. 


ee oe 


Opinion on motion to 
dismiss Appeal. 


a ne ee nt eee 


a 
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United States Consulate General, 


Shanghai, March 2oth, 1874. 


? 


To 
THE UNITED STATES CONSUL, 


at 


Sir, 


_I have the honor to transmit to you herewith copies of 
the opinion of Fudge Sawyer of the Circuit Court of the United 
States at San Francisco, on a motion to dismiss an appeal from the 
Fudgment of the Consular Court at Canton in the cause :— 


Les-Cuo1-Cuum anp Oruers versus Str. “ Spark.’ 


My object in transmitiing this opinion to you ts to indicate that 
the Circuit Court of California will deal with appeals from the 
Consular Courts according to strict rules, and to advise you to state 
this fact to litigants whose cases are of such magnitude that appeals 
may be taken to the Circuit Court. 
I desire further to advise you of the propriety of your taking steps 
to procure the law books which may be needed for the judicial. work 
likely to come before you. The cost of such books may be defrayed 
from the allowance for judicial expenses at your Consulate, and tf that 
allowance shall be inadequate I may be able to point out other means 
to meet any moderate calls of the sort. | 


I am, 


Your obedient servant, 


United States Consul General. 


Meese Pg 
ike 
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Gites Stutes Circuit Court. 


DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA. 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT. 


Tae Sreamer “SPARK” — 


Lee Cuor Cuum anp OTHERS. | 


SAWYER, C. J. 


Ts is an appeal from a ethan of the Consular Court of Canton, in the Empire 
of China, in a proceeding i in Admiralty against the steamer Spark, for damages resulting 
from a collision with a Chinese junk, owned by the petitioners or libelants. 
_ “The proceedings were had, and appeal taken, under the Act of Congress of June 
22nd, 1860, and the Amendatory Act of July 1st, 1870, giving to this Court appellant 
jurisdiction, in certain cases, from the Consular and oo Courts of China and 
- Japan, (12 Stat. at L. U. 8., 72, and 16 Stat. at L. U. (The fifth section of 
the latter Act, is as follows, to wit :— 
“ Section 6th.—And be it further enacted that where the matter in dispute, 
_ * exclusive of costs, exceeds the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars, an appeal 
‘* shall be allowed to the Circuit Court for the District of California, and upon such 
** appeal a transcript of the libel, bill, answer, depositions, and all other proceedings 
** in the cause shall be transmitted to the Circuit Court, and no new evidence shall be 
** received on the hearing of the appeal, and the appeal shall be subject to the rules, 

‘* regulations, and restrictions prescribed in law for writs of error from District Courts 
** of the United States.” 

A judgment having been entered by the Consular Court against the steamer Spark 

for the sum of $6,005.82, an appeal has been taken on behalf of the defendant. 
| The appellees move to dismiss the appeal for numerous irregularities, only three 
or four of which will be noticed. It is objected that the record shows no order allowing 
the appeal, and no citation to the appellees. The section cited, it will be seen, provides 
that “‘ appeals shall be subject to the rules, regulations, and restrictions, prescribed by law 
‘* for writs of error from District Courts of the United States." The 22nd section of the 
Judiciary Act of 1789, provides that final decrees and judgments of the District Courts 
in civil actions, ‘‘ may be re-examined and reversed or affirmed in a Circuit Court * * 
«* © upon a Writ of Error, whereto shall be annexed and returned therewith, at 
‘‘ the day and place therein mentioned, an authenticated transcript of the record, 
“ assignment of errors, and prayer for reversal, with a citation to the adverse party, 
“* signed by the Judge of such District Court, or a Justice of the Supreme Court, the 
“« adverse party having at least twenty days notice.” (1, U. 8. Stat. at L., 84.) The 
same section has @ similar provision for Writs of Evror from the Supreme to the 
Circuit Court, to review the judgments and decrees of the latter. And the 25th section 
has provisions in similar language for reviewing the decisions of the highest State 
Courts, in certain cases, by the Supreme Court of the United States. The construction 
of these latter provisions, and consequently the construction of the similar provision 
relative to Writs of Error from the Circuit to the District Courts, has been settled by 


the Supreme Conrt of the United States. Thus, in the very late case of Gleason v. 
Florida, 9 Wal. Rep. 788, the Supreme Court say: ‘‘ But on looking into the record, 
‘‘ we find no allowance of the writ. And this has been repeatedly held to be essential to 
‘ the exercise by this Court of reviewing jurisdiction over final judgments or decrees 
“ by the Courts of the States.” : 

So, in Hartford Fire Insurance Co. vs. Van Duzer, the writ was dismissed because 
no allowance of the writ appeared in the record, the Chief Justice delivering the 
opinion of the Court, ‘‘ that such allowance was indispensable to the jurisdiction of 
the Court in error to review ‘a judgment of the highest Court of a State (9 Wal. 784). 
So an appeal from the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia was dismissed by 
the Supreme Court of the United States, because there was “no evidence in the 
record, of any allowance of appeal; and without an allowance this Court cannot acquire 
jurisdiction.” (Pierce v. Cox, 9 Wal. 787; see also Edmondson v, Reepaire, 
7 Wal. 812.) 

This settles the construction of the Act of Congress relating to Writs of Error and 
Appeal from the U. 8. District Courts, and as the same rules and regulations are made — 
applicable to appeals from the Consular Courts of China, it settles the point in this 
case. The record shows no allowance of an appeal and no citation, the latter being 
necessary also, if the order allowing an appeal is not made in open Court. This is 
implied at least from the case of Pierce v. Cox, supra, if a citation is not waived by 
appearance of the appellee. And it is expressly required by the provisions of the 
statutes quoted. It is claimed also that this appeal, if taken at all, must have been 
taken out of Court, as the petition for an appeal bears date several days after the date 
of the judgment; and it is claimed that there are no terms in the Consular Court 
under the statute; and as soon as a judgment is entered and the Court for that 
occasion has adjourned, that it is no longer an open Court with reference to that case ; 
and all subsequent allowances of appeals must necessarily be made out of Court with 
respect to that case. Numerous authorities are cited to the point, but it is unnecessary 
now to determine it. Upon the view taken upon other objections, it will be the safer 
practice to issue and serve a citation. Another formidable objection is, that no appeal 
has been taken in the case ; that the appeal, if any there is, is taken in the name of 
the steamer Spark, the only defendant in the case; and that an appeal cannot be taken 
in the name of an inanimate object,—the res, when the action is in rem, 

The Supreme Court of the United States, in the recent case of “the steam-boat 
Burns,” held that a Writ of Error or Appeal cannot be sustained in the name of a 
steam-boat or any other than a human being, or some corporate, or associated 
aggregation of persons. (9 Wallace Rep. 287—40.) The Writ of Error was 
dismissed on the ground indicated. 

The petition for an appeal in this case is entitled Lee Choi Chum et al, plaintiff v. 
The Steamer Spark defendant, and it proceeds, ‘‘ and now comes the said defendant in 
the above entitled cause by George B. Dixwell, his agent, and files this petition on 
appeal and sheweth. That the said Consular Court did on the 24th day of August 
A.D. 1871, enter a judgment in this cause against the defendant, in favor of 
the plaintiff for the sum of $ 6,005,82/100 and the said defendant appeals from 
the judgment of the said Consular Court to the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the District of California &.****. Wherefore the defendant prays 
that proceedings ” &c. This is an appeal by and in the name of the Ship and nothing 
more. The ship purports to be the appellant, and it is in fact the only defendant in 
the Case. The case cited is conclusive on this question. The petition for an appeal is 
signed, ‘Geo. Basil Dixwell, for self and the firm of Augustine Heard & 
but this does not make either of these persons parties to the appeal, or even to 
the action. The body of the petition shows that it is “the defendant in the above 
entitled cause by George B. Dixwell,” that files the petition, and neither Dixwell nor 


silitie Heard & Co., was a defendant. They were not sued, and they never put in 
a claim as owner or otherwise so far-as the record shows, and never filed any pleading 
in the case by which they became parties. Tiey do not purport to appeal, nor were 
they in a condition to entitle them to appeal. If they had been parties, and had 
appeared as such in the name of “ Augustine Heard & Co.,” they would still be met 
by another decision of the Supreme Court, that an appeal in that name, style and 
form would be nugatory. In the case of the “Protector,” an appeal was dismissed 
because taken in the name of “‘ William A. Freeborn & Co.,” without setting out the 
names of the parties constituting the firm, the Court holding that ‘‘ no difference existed 
between writs of Error and appeals, as to the manner in which the names of parties 
should be set forth,” and that this defect had always been held fatal in cases of Writs 
of Error (11 Wal 82). | 

But the appeal is not taken of these parties or any other except the Steamer 
Spark, the only defendant in the case. 

In fact there is no other party to the record, and, consequently, none other who 
could take the appeal. A person who is not a party in some form, cannot interfere 
by way of appeal, or otherwise. There was in this case no answer to the libel or 
petition, as the parties dosignate the pleading filed by the complainants. There is no 
issue taken upon the allegation of the libel, or petition, and nothing to try except to 
ascertain the amount of damages. Neither Captain Brady, Mr. Orne, Mr. Dixwell, 
Augustine Heard & Co. nor any other person, presented themselves in any such way 
as entitled them to be heard in the case, either in the Court below or, on appeal. They 
have not merely failed in form, but also in substance, to make themselves parties to 
the proceedings. It will be seen by reference to any reputable work on Admiralty 
Practice, that the first step in the defence in a proceeding in rem in instance causes in 
courts exercising Admiralty jurisdiction, is, the interposition of a claim to the property 
libeled. The claim should be made by a party authorized to set up a defence,—the 
owner, either in person, or by his agent, or by the agent of a foreign government 
whose subjects are interested in the property in question. (Dunlaps Ad. Prac, 153, 
2 Conklins Ad. Pr. 648, Benedicts Ad. Prac. section 451.) ‘ In such suits,” observes; 
Mr. Justice Story, “ the claimant is an actor, and is entitled to come before the Court “ 
“in that character only in virtue of his proprietary interest in the things in contro- 
“versy ; this alone gives him a persona standi in judicio. It is necessary that he should 
‘establish his right to that character, as a preliminary to his admission as a party, ad 
‘‘ litem, capable of sustaining the litigation. He is, therefore, in the regular and 
“‘ proper course of practice, required in the first instance, to put in his claim, upon oath, 
“* averring in positive terms his proprietary interest. If he refuses so to do, it is a sufficient 
“ reason for a rejection of his claim. If the claim be made through the intervention 
“ of an agent, the agent is in like manner required to make oath to his belief of the 
“verity of the claim ; and if necessary he may also be required to produce and prove 
“his authority before he can be admitted to put in the claim. [If thisis not done, it 
* furnishes matter of exception, and may be insisted upon by the adverse party, for the 
“ dismissal of the claim” (United States vs. 422 Casks of Wine 1 Peters Rep. 549). 

The claim should state the facts, showing the right of the party to intervene, that 
is to say, the ownership of the property in a direct and issuable form. In the language 
of Mr. Benedict, ‘‘ No set form of words is necessary to form aclaim. In this, as in 
“ other pleadings, the Court looks to the substance rather than the form. It must 
*« state that the party is the true and bond fide owner of the interest which he represents, 
“ and that no other person is the owner thereof. It must be verified by the oath of the 
** party or his agent or consignee. When it is verified by the oath of an agent or 
‘* consignee, he must also swear that he is authorized to do so by the owner ; or if the 

property be, at the time of the arrest, in the possession of the master of a ship, that 
«« he is the lawful bailee thereof for the owner.” (Ben. Ad. Pr., section 461.) 
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The document coming nearest to a claim is a protest signed by George. Brady. 
It does not purport to be a claim, and is not one either in form or substance. It 
alleges nothing directly, or in an issuable form, as to the ownership of the vessel; but 
simply recites that ‘‘ Whereas the said vessel was, on or about the 24th day of June, 
‘« 1871, sold and transferred by the owner thereof unto the Hongkong, Canton, and 
‘* Macao Steamship Co. (limited), being a British Joint Stock Company duly incorpo- 
‘‘ rated,” &c., &c., and then on behalf of said corporation protests against the action, 
and the exercise of jurisdiction by the Consul, not on account of the insufficiency of 
the libel, but by reason of the said recitals. The document, such as it is, is not verified. 
It is not a claim, in any sense, upon which the said corporation was entitled to defend 

or be heard, had they attempted to do so. The owner of the ship in his own name in 
person, or by his agents, should have filed a claim in such a form that issue could be 
taken on it, then if the facts had been admitted, or proved upon denial, the claimant 
would have been entitled to defend, and would have become a party to the action, and 
entitled to act as such in all subsequent proceedings. The mere putting in of a claim 
is not a defence to the action but it gives the claimant the status of a party. This isite 
office. After putting the claim in, and thus becoming entitled to be heard for his 
interest the claimant must put before the Court the grounds of his defence, in suitable 
allegations, so that the Court and the opposite party may be informed of the grounds 
of the defence. (Benedicts Ad. Pr. Sec. 465 et seq:) The consular court is a Court 
of limited jurisdiction, and all the jurisdictional facts must be alleged in the libel, 
petition or complaint, otherwise it will be insufficient. If the libel or petition fails to 
show the facts, which authorize the court to take jurisdiction under the Statute, or if 
for any other reason it fails to appear upon the facts stated in the libel or complaint 
that the party filing is not entitled to any relief, the claimant after filing his claim, and 
becoming a party to the proceeding, may file exceptions in the nature of a special 
demurrer, pointing out the particulars in which the libel or petition fails to show 
jurisdiction, or any ground for relief. Or if there is no defect in the libel or petition, 
and the matters showing a want of jurisdiction or other defence do not appear on the face 
of the libel, they must be set up by direct affirmative allegations in an issuable form by 
way of plea or answer. The claim, exceptions and other matters of defence however, 
may all be united in the answer, at the option of the party intervening for the protec- 
tion of his own interest; but this is not the best practice. (Benedicts Admiralty Prac. 
Chap. XXVI. Dunlaps Ad. Pr. Chap. VI. and VIII. 2 Conklins Ad. Pr. 579 et seq.) I 
have -been thus particular in referring briefly to the practice and to the works where 
the proper practice in cases of this kind may be readily found, for the reason that the 
proceedings in this class of cases do not appear to be well understood by litigants at 
Canton, and the proceedings in this case, have consequently been very irregular. That 
is probably owing to the scarcity of books, and the absence of members of the legal 
profession at Canton. By consulting some one or more of the works referred to, the 
mistakes that have occurred in this case may be avoided in future. As the jurisdiction 
conferred upon Consuls is highly important, the importance of procuring some reputable 
works on Admiralty Practice cannot be over-estimated. 

On the view taken this Court has not acquired jurisdiction of the case, and of 
course any inquiry into the merits is precluded. I feel it my duty however to suggest 
that the libel or petition itself appears to be defective in not stating the facts necessary 
to give the Consular Court jurisdiction under the Acts of Congress, and the treaty 
between the United States and the Empire of China. It is nowhere alleged in the 
petition, or libel, that the steamer Spark is an American vessel, nor any facts alleged 

by which it can be seen that the Consular Court has jurisdiction. 
The jurisdictional facts, as before mentioned, must all be distinctly averred. _ 
It appears from what has been said, and from the authorities cited, that no 
claimant of the ship appears in the record in any form that entitles him to be heard ; 
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" that there 4s no party defendant other than the ship—the rem—and_ no appeal taken 
in any form by any party appearing to be entitled to appeal, or in any name other than. 
that of the ship. There is therefore no valid appeal, and the appeal must be dismissed. 
So also the record fails to show any allowance of an appeal, or any citation to the 
adverse party, and it is not suggested that there is any diminution of the record in 
these partioulars. There being neither an allowance of the appeal, nor a citation 
disclosed by the record, the fact of the existence of the one cannot be inferred from the 
other. There are numerous other subordinate points made which I do not find it 
necessary to discuss. 

Let the appeal be dismissed with costs. Delivered Feby. 29th, 1872. 

Mizton Anpros for appellant. , 

B. 8. Brooxs for appellee.. 

: Read in open Court 29th February’1872. 
L. 8. B. SAWYER, Clerk. 
| By J. F. O’BEIRNE, Deputy Clerk. 

I, Lorenzo 8. B. Sawyer, Clerk of the Circuit Court of the United States, of the 
Ninth Judicial Circuit, in and for the District of California, do hereby Certify that the 
foregoing is a JSull, true and correct copy of the opinion on motion to dismiss appeal in the 
cause entitled *‘ The Steamer Spark v. Lee Choi chum et al,” read in open Court February 
29th 1872, by Hon. Lorenzo Sawyer, Judge of above-named Court. 

Attest my hand and the seal of said Circuit Court this 7th day of 
March, A.D. 1872. 
: iL. 8. B. SAWYER, Clerk. 
By J. F. O'BEIRNE, Deputy Clerk. 


Cuited States Circuit Court, 


DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Steamer Spark 


v. 


LEE CuHor CHuM & OTHERS. 


Opinion on motion to 
dismiss Appeal. 


W ited States Consulate General, 
Shanghai, March 20th, 1874. 


To. 
THE UNITED STATES CONSUL, 


at 


‘Su, 


I-have the honor to transmit to you harowith _.___.copres of 
the opinion of Fudge Sawyer of the Circuit Court of the United 
States at San Francisco, on a motion to dismiss an appeal from the 
Fudgment of the Consular Court at Canton in the cause :— 


Lee-Cuor-Coum anp Orners versus Str. “ Spark.” 


My object in transmitting this opinion to you ts to indicate that 
the Circuit Court of California will deal with appeals from the 
Consular Courts according to strict rules, and to advise you to state 


this fact to litigants whose cases are of such ene that appeals | 
may be taken to the Circuit Court. 


_I destre further to advise you of the propriety of your taking steps 
to procure the law books which may be needed for the judicial work 
likely to come before you. The cost of such books may be defrayed 
from the allowance for judicial expenses at your Consulate, and if that 
allowance shall be inadequate I may be able to pom out other means 
to meet any moderate calls of the sort. 


I am, 


Your obedient servant, 


United States Consul General. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS | 
applicable to the 


telegraphic correspondence according to the International Telegraph Convention, concluded at 
Vienna the 2ist. of July 1868. 


we eee ee ee ee ee ee 


All Wi Sete to be prepaid by the sender. 


A unsmige may be written in any of the seins living languages 
which can be transmitted by the international Morse telegraph-alphabet, or 
in Latin. 

All that the sender writes in his message to be transmitted, is 
counted in reckoning the cost, excepted signs of ponctuation. The name of 
the sending station, the day, hour and minute when the message has 
béen given in for transmission will be telegraphedfifree of cost and inserted 
in the receivers copy. 

A single message to contain from 1 to 20 words, including adresses, 
signature of sender, and any instructions for forwarding beyond the Te- 
legraph Lines. 

Half the price of @ single message to be charged for each 10 or 
fraction of 10 words above 20. 

Words of 7 or less syllables count as a single word; if containing 
more than 7 ities he evtphes counts as an additional word. — 

Propet names, titles, names of places ete., which consist of several 
words, couat for as many words as it takes to express them. 

Words joined by a hyphen, or separated by an apostroph, are 
counted as 80 many separate words. 

Every separate character, whether letter or figure, is counted as a 
separate word. The same applies to an underline. 


Every group of figures containing 5 ciphers or a less number counts | 


" "NMEA. atc den © Geb, coer ara hn 
and a sign of division counts as a cipher. 


joined together, thus 20th., 2ist., 15me. are to 


ciphers. 
a Message can be prepaid by the sender, 
i ai oie ‘alien ln the wesenns eee He tok td 


aunstiehediin tho: vesntaly and paid for: »Reply — words paid«, 
except when a reply of 20 words only is required, in which case the words 
ereply paide or réponse payée«, need only be inserted and charged for. 
The amount for a prepaid reply must not exceed three 
times the cost of the original message. 
The receiving station pays the full prepaid amount to the receiver 
{a a  .  r to whom 


eens ts eo ae tue te adie oat te daa and if) 


possible such information, as will enable the sender, = be Gieke grape 
to forward another message to the correct address. 
A message ae be registered, and is then termed a 
Kaiti niestionanthes ty ‘pepented’ tm-the thik alee 
sender is informed of the time of delivery and the person to whom de- 
ao the sender will receive informations as 


»Dépéche recommandée« must be written immediately 
and will be charged for. 


épéche recommandées is charged double the cost 


receipt (accusé de réception), or appropriate informations in ; 
non-delivery. This request, which must be inserted immediately af 
address and charged for, does not involve a repetition of the me 
An acknowledgement of receipt is charged liké 
dinary single message. 
as government messages may be 
ten in cipher, such cipher to be either in ordinary figures or 
letters, but a combination is not admissible. The text of the mes: 
y in cipher ; if partly in cipher, the part « 
, in order to separate it from th 
writit The ciphers or letters and commas, 
or other divisional marks in the ciphered part, are added togeth 
divided by five, and the quotient will give the number of word 
remainder to be- counted as a word. These words added to the 
of the words in common writing, will give the total number to be | 
Cipher messages are considered and charged f 
»Dépéches recommandéess. 
coagen ge can be addressed to several »destinataires« or to ¢ 


A message can be unk With the: indication e& faire su 
ee ee ee 

and charged for, when it will be presented at the address given 
message; and should it be there learnt, that the »destinataire« 
any other town im the same State, the message will be sent on 
new address. If the indication »a faire suivre« is accompanied by 
addresses in the same State, the message is successively forw: 


means of communication, which can be had (horse express, oF 
A message may be withdrawn, provided its transmission | 
commenced, and the charges will then be returned to the sender; but 

the transmission have commenced, the charges are retained. 
In case the sender wishes to stop the delivery of his messa 
addressed to the terminal stati 


All complaints respecting irregularity in the transmission or « 
P plod rgancip toy. arog 4 the sender; and in cases of de 
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by the Ministers, at Peking, to urge the 
Chinese Government to prompt action in 
the matter of the Woosung Bar,” was 
placed before the mevting ; and the Senior 
Consul was requested to respond thereto 
that the Consuls sede at the meeting 
have no official information of the action 
of the Ministers in this regard. He was 
also sp sam to hand a copy of the letter 
to the Governor of the Province, above re- 
ferred to, and of the response, to the 
Chamber. | | 
The proposition for the establishment of 
a Lifeboat Institution for China was dis- 
cussed at | , and referred to a Com- 
Lueder. = | 
Messrs. Medhuret and Seward reported | 
the action taken by them to procure the | 
recognition of the American ‘Trade Dollar, 
and of the Japanese Dollar, by the author- 
ities. , 
Discussion also took place in regard to 
the possibility of making arrangements 
with the Tautai to facilitate interviews and 
the transaction of business, and for the 
discontinuance of the troublesome and un-— 
n system of interchanging presents 
at New-Year time. 
©. Lugper, Kais. Deutcher Consul. 
J. E. Repuye, Acting H. I. R, M.’s 
| Vice-Consul, 
J. L. pe Empenanza, Vice-Consul for 
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ungarian 
Consul 


A, Dent Acting 
RupoF ScHuick, Austro-H: } 


E,. Suinacawa, Consul-General for 


_ Japan. 
L. Vienate, Consul-General for Italy. 
W. H. Mepuunst, H. B. M.’s Consul. 
Georce F. Sewarp, U. 8. Consul- 
General. 
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allowed for their services. This is estimated 
by the Consuls at Tis. 2,000, and they ven- 
i ture to eaggers advance of this sum out 
| of the provincial treasury as a preliminary to 
further expenditure, which re feel convinced 
j must eventually be incurred if this port is to 


perial Exchequer. | 
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Consul. 


E. Morgn, Consul for Belgium. 

F. B, Jounson, Consul for Denmark. 
Gopgaux, Consul-General a France. 
C. Luzper, Consul for German 


w. H. Mepuvrsr, Consul for Fs 
Britain 


L. Viena, Consul-General for Italy. 
KE. Smmacawa, Consul for Japan. 
E. H. SiacueK, Consul for Netherlands. 
Aurrep Dent, Vice-Consul for Portugal. 
J. E. Repiye, Acting Vice-Consul for 
+ & ue Mensnaet, Consad ee Spat 
. J. DE ARANZA, or Spain. 
F, B. Fonrpers, Consul-General for Sweden 
oh ae - and Norway. 
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To the Treaty Consuxs at Shanghai. » 
January 27th, 1874. 
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means of communication with south- 
western China, we have long ago 
pointed out. So far, we have little 
to say in condemnation of the treaty, 
which from a French point of view is 
doubtless a most satisfactory one, and 
which so far as foreign nations are 
concerned leaves little to complain of. 
ranted that the opening of the An- 
namese ports by France is an advan- 
tage to foreign trade, it could scarcely 
have been put forward in a more un- 
objectionable manner. Few countries 

_ would care to open a hitherto sealed 
«ki as Great Britain did China, 
| to the whole of the world, without some 
Having said so much we must, 

|| however, confess our misgivings when 
i we come to look further into the 
‘|| treaty. There is a want of lucidity, 
and we may add a want of straight- 
||| forwardness in the later provisions 
||| which, we fear, must react on our opinion 
of the entire. The Annamite Govern- | 
ment, we are assured, agrees to pay an 
|“ indemnity” to the French ; but for 
what purpose we are not given to un- 
derstand. We are not aware of any 
just.cause why the French should have 
called on the Annamites for any such 
pomesag 4 The affair of Lieutenant 
| Garnier, however much to be deplored, 
‘seems when closely examined to have 
been provoked by a coutse of conduct 
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is charged with the care of the Land Register 
in question, to the effect that the Deed of 
Arrangement had been noted, and that no 
reason exists why the Trustees should not 
transfer the estate covered by the Title Deed, 
at their pleasure. If there has been error in 
my reasoning elsewhere, the failure of the Pe- 
titioners to produce such proof may weaken 
their cause before the Appellate Court in case 
an appeal shall be taken, And if no appeal 
sliall be taken, the fact that I have pointed 
out this failure may be yseful to future liti- 
ants, upon whom | desire to impress my be- 
fret that the Appellate Uourt in San Francisco 
is likely to follow strict rules, both in regard 
to matter and to form. 
Decree—1 dismiss the Petition with costs. 
' Groros F, Szwarp, 
U. 8, Consul-General, 
Approved, 
W. S. Wermors, 
E. G. Low, 
E. M. Smrrzu, 


Shanghai, April llth, 1874. 


Mr. Mriusr said, under the 40th Sec. of the 
United States Consular Regulations, all a 
= must be claimed before 3 o'clock on the 

ollowing day, but he believed Sundays were 
manbeded. fie asked at what time notice of 
ap must be given, feet. % 
is Honour said such case, as this 
went to San Franciso, and the Rules of" Appeal 
affecting such appeals were entirely different ; 
Not having examined into it, he was unable 
to give Mr. Miller the information he asked 
for on that point. 
Mr, Muuusr said he did not now give notice 
of appeal, but had put the question so that he 
ee d know within what time he could ap- 
P'His Horovur said Mr. Miller might give 
notice of appeal now, and afterwards carry it 
out or not as he saw fit. 

Mr. Miiier thanked his Honour, and gave 

notice accordingly. 
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| 
| 


that the 


Sept., that they did not reco nise th 

ante’ right to w up the purchase, They had every 
reason to eXpect to receive the title deeds by the next or 
following mail. 

1’. mn the Sth Jan., 1874, Mr. John Ashton, the 
attorney of the plaintiff’ D. Hean and T. G. Linstead, 
wrove a letter to the defendanta, informing them that 
the title deeds were then in Shanihai, and that the 
mition to give them title to the 
Quong-lo: me the property in about a week. 

13.—On the 13th Jan., 1874, John Ashton handed to 
Mr. Renuie, who was acting as solicitor and counsel for 


portion 


having perused them, returned them to him. 

14.—The defendants did not then make any objection 
to the property, but on the 26th January the plaintiffs 
received a letter from the defendants telling them they 
had not heard from them since the 5th and asking th-m 
to produce immediately to Mr. Eames, their legal adviser, 


the property. 

On the following day, plaintiff wrote a letter to de- 
fendants, stating that there must be some error in the 
ma.ter when they implied there was remisaness on their 
(plaintiff—e’) part in delaying the transfer, A a 
back ‘he papers were handed to Mr. Rennie, who 


Officially had been heard from either of those 


15,—On or about January 16th the plaintiffs caused a 

prepared, and at de- 
the to Mr. Rennie fr 
perusal, and on or about the 3rd Feb. the defendants 


fendants’ request, sent 
laintiffs stating that they refused to com- 


.—The conveyance was returned to plaintiffs about 
the 10th February, and the defendants then refused and 
still refuse to accept aud execute the conveyance, while 
have not alleged to the plaintiffs or agents any 


i7.—The plaintiffs had always been and were still 
williug to execute a conveyance of the estate to the de- 
fendante; and therefore — (1) that the defendarts 
t be decreed to + peci y perform the agreement, 

to pay the plaintiff’ Tis. 60.0.0 5. 8.; (2) that the 


ts might be decreed to pay to the plaintiffs the 
costes of this suit. 


Mr, Miter said the petition was filed in 
March; and the answer on the 9th of the 


same. month. The following is a precis of 
i} the Ahswer :— | 


4 
1 —On pars, 1—5 of the petition the defendant is not 
2.—Had reference to the dissolution of the partner- | 


age of the trustees ; but he was inf 

t when he — * ag saw the pee 
my press copy . He saw it prior to 
Sth Ripteuikes, 1873. I refer to the letter 
dated 19th December, 1872. About the 13th 
orang 1874, I handed to Mr. Rennie 4 
copy of the deed of arrangement, and the two 
powers of attorney, which have been handed 
in. Mr. Rennie represented to me that be 
was acting as solicitor for the defendants. 
That was the reason I handed them to hini. 
He said he wanted to examine the titles of 
the land. He returned the papers to me. 
should think he had them about ten days. 
When he returned them, he told me he had 
examined them, I do not know if I did hand 
him a draft conveyance. It was handed to 
him either by me or you. I was present 
when tlie letter of 3rd February was read. 
A copy of the deed of composition mentioned 
in that letter, and also the powers of attorney, 
are in Court. The four papers in my hand re- 
late to the mortgage of Moses. indsa 
Co. They were taken to the British Consulate, 
and produced there to Mr. Stronach, for the 
a of cancelling the mortage on the title 
eeds, Mr Stronach canéelled the poeple a 
There no longer cxists any mov of the 
mes Saag property on behalf of Measrs. 
Lindsay. The document produced is the title 
deed to the Quong-loong land, dated 20th 
January, "74, and registered at the British 
Consulate. It relates to the whole of the 
Quong-loong property. It was never pointed 
out to me what authentication was required 


1D 


3.—The allegations in pars. 7 8 of the petition are 


admitted. 


4.--The 9th par. of the petition is correct as to corres. , 
andence; as to the remainder the defendants are not 
formed, 
5,—The allegations in pars. 10-12 are admittél, 
6.—In reply to the letters of 6th Jan., 1874, the de- 
fendants’ firm wrote a letter to plaintiffs as follows :— 
In reply to your note of the Sth inst, we beg to say 
that we are prepare to accept the title to the property 
should the papers be found entirely in order and the 
title satiefactory, Weshall be glad to have the matter 
finally se.tied within ‘he next fortnigh. if possible. 
7.—The defendants believe Mr. Ashton did deliver to 
Mr. Rennie certain papers, but deny that the latter was 
acting at the time as their Solicitor and Counsel, 
8.—As to the l4th par. neither defendant (Mr. Bilyden- 


Go. and their 


which last mentioned paper it was not thought pecessary 
to examine, and» prio: to the 28th Jan , neither defen- 
dant vor Mr. Eames had received any information as to 
where the title deeds could be ins by them. 

_ 9.—As to the 15-17 para. of petition, defendants deny 
that Mr. Reunie was then aéting as solicitor for them, or 
that they or their counse] requested plaintiffs to send a 
draft conveyance to Mr Rennie for perusal, 

10,—The letter re erred to in the 15th pdr., correctly 
stated the grounds of the defendants’ refusal to complete 
the purchase, to the following effect :— 

The letter acknowledged the receipt of a copy of 
Messrs. Lindsay and Co's deed of composition es | the 
powers of attorney to Mr. John Ashton, The papers 
were returned, th» defendants being advi that 

laintiffs were not in a pr. per position to give a good 
title to the Quong-loong property for the following 
reas ns amongst others :-— 

(1)—The paper purporting to be a copy of the deed of 
composition was not properly authenticated. 

(2)—-There appears upon the registry of said land at 
H. B. M.'s Consulate a mortgage in favour of the Hon. 
Miss. weg, & for £18,000. 

(3)--The Chinese title deed did not appear upon the 
Register, and no title deed had been produced to them. 

In consequence defendants would vacate the premises 
as early as possible, without prejudice to their c for 
damage for plaintiffs’ breach of contract ‘ 

ll.—The plaintiffs were well aware, when the ar- 
rangement for the purchase was made, that the 
defen iants desired and expected an immediate or early 
conveyance of the yoo aad & and the plaintiffs had 
notice both by word of mouth and in writing, and knew 
the defendants were suffering serious inconvenience in 
consequence of the delay; and the defendants therefore 
contend that in view of the unre-sonable delay the 
defendants cannot in equity or justice now be required 
to complete the said purchase, 

The defendants therefore prayed that the petition be 
dismissed, and that the piaintiffs be ordered to pay to 
defendants the cost of this suit. 


Mr. Miter then read the examination of 
Mr. Blydenburgh, taken prior to his depar- 
ture for Home; and also other letters not 
embodied in the petition, and incidental to 
the case; these were handed to his Honour 
for reference. 

Mr. Mruer said the facts upon which the 
plaintiffs relied were pretty fully set out in the 
tition. The agreement now before the 
art was originally commenced in the letter 
of the 6th September, 1871, referred to in the 
7th paragraph, and from this date, Mr. Miller 

ually traced the course of events to the 
ter of the 16th October, in which the defen- 
dants stated that they considered the agree- 
ment at an end.. On the 5th January of the 
resent year followed a statement by the 
aintiffs that the title deeds had been received. 
bsequent negociations ensued, which he. 
considered as a resumption of the contract, | 
and all transaction with reference to the mat- 
ter must be taken as commencing from the. 
10th January, at which time all agreements 
prior to the 16th October were virtually ter- 
minated and cancelled. The title deeds were 
received on the Sth January 1874, and the 


next step that took place and upon which | 


there appeared to be some doubt, occurred on 


the 13th January, and were set out in the- 


13th par.; and upon this point Mr. Ashton 
would be examined. The conveyance was 
sent to Mr. Rennie about the 16th Jan., but 
were returned, as stated in the 16th par., about 
the 19th February, when the defendants re- 
“eaten their re ge made = the 3rd 
eb , to purchase the property. Their 
reasons eae Be z acting were stated to be 
certain objections Sg Penge Pe named Poa 
the 10th wer, 

title deed not properly suthen- 


vo ef 


on the deed of arrangerient. Mr. Rennie men- 
tioned the deed, but did not tell me what was 
wanted. The statement made on the 4th 
Fej@yary 1874, that the papers eS 
oi§, Lindsay’s property were in Shanghai, 
as a The statement contained in the 
same letter, that the vendors were in possession 
fall the title deeds that the Toutai had given 
and that these were open to inspection at 
ongkong and Shanghai Bank, is true, Mr. 
{ Fg said he had inspected the three papers 
I had given him. I believe he examined 
the title deed and “~—e at the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank. I left him at the Bank 
one day, and he told me he was going in to 
examine the deeds. That was between the 13th 
and 20th January, Since the 10th January, 
‘74, Mr. Blydenburgh had never made rd 
complaint to me in accordance with the llt 
paragraph of the petition. He never gave me 
any reason to suppose that he should repudiate 
the contract on any one of the grounds stated 
in that paragraph, except by the letter of the 
3rd February. 


To Mr. Eames.—There was a great dela 
in the matter of procuring the title deed. 
When the defendants gave notice on the 29th 
June, 1873, of their intention to purchase the 
property under their option, the trustees 
deciined to consider the purchase contract 
binding until they referred to me. Frequent 
applications were made by Mr, Blydenburgh 
for the title deed. After June, 1873, I had 
given him to anderstand that he might have 
it in April, but at the same time that there 
might be some delay. He may have applied 
in April, May, or June. He mentioned 
to me in letters about certain repairs. I 
remember it was about the 13th January 
when I gave Mr. Rennie the two powers of 
attorney. and the deed of arrangement. The 
copy of the latter was not the one produced 
to-day. That copy is not in Court. I do not 
remember when Mr. Rennie left Shanghai ; 
I think about 7th February. He met me one 
day in the street, and asked me for the iy eo 
1 took him to my office, and let him have 
them, and told him that the other papers 
were at the Bank. I have seen there what 
[believe are the papers. The ground in 
question once belonged to Mr. Lindsay ; on 
the Ist May, 1866, he signed it over to the 
trustees by the deed, a copy of which is 
before the Court. The document sealed 
by the London Court of. Bankruptcy was 
received by the last mail; | have not pre- 
sented it to Smith Archer & Co. Up to 
the time of their refusing to accept the con- 
tract, we had no fault to find with them. 
I gave Mr. Rennie the- copies of my powers 
of attorney and the deed of arrangement 
at one time. We first gave the defendants to 
understand about November that we con- 
sidered it a contract. in the meantime, be- 
tween 29th June and November, we took no 
steps to complete the title. I suppose it was 
because the first was not authenticated that 
I was advised to send for the second deed of 
arran nt from London. The Chinese title 
deed handed in was in the ion of the 
H. and 8. Bank on the 4th February, and the 
mor also were in Shanghai and could 
have been inspected at that date. The letter 
of 3lst July, 1873, was handed to me by Mr. 
Michie. 

Mr. Mrixer held that this was not a pro- 


per time for defeniants to take objection to 


the title deed. 

His Honour said the defendants did not 
intend to put in any evidence at all as to the 
merits of the deed, 

Mr. Eames said as the defendants did not 
intend to bring any evidence before the Court, 
it was that Mr. Miller should proceed 
to close his case. 

Mr. MILLER then ed to sum up the 
case for the plaintiffs. It was unlike any case 
to be found in the books i he Ben pet teen Se 
to find any bearing u ‘ e con 
from the Be vee a sah very loose- 
ly ; no time in which completion should be 
made having ever been specified, beyond the 
words ‘reasonable time.” The question for 
the Court was, what is.a reasonable time. 
His contention was that between the 10th 
Jan., when the contract was resumed, and 
subsequently on the 16th Jan., when the papers 

were over to Mr. between 
those times 


> he ies ore . 


oe aA IN 


[jh 


& | led 


“Mr. 


28th May, 1873, to September, 

y 

dant made frequent af | 

Ashton, who was the 

the trustees, about the ti and 

the incon ron He and annoy - 

experiencing for want of it. 

tained it, ip esd thelr ination 4 

extensive irs on the i 
posi 


were prevented, not ® position 
come owners, The bars, Set coming 
is notice in order was that of the 2ist July, 


1873, from Mr. Blydenburgh to Mr. Ashton, 
from which there were further evidences 
of remonstrances having been made about 
the delay of the title, for a 

to have 

acknowledged 

Sept. he wrote again and 

should tel to the i 

Mr. Blydenburgh’s eviden 

to an unsatisfac . 
Ashton, and on 8th Sept. 1873, the former gave 


notice that in consequence of the un- 
reasonable delay, which had cunts defen- 
begged to notify 


dants much inconvenience, he 

that unless _ were not in better order by 
the 15th Oct. following, they should reserve 
their right to withdraw from the bargain. 
Subsequent communication followed, and it 
was at least nine months after the time first 
fixed when the plaintiffs would be in a posi- 
tion to give title to the property before 
that fact ger ee the purchasers having 
waited all that time and constantly re- 
monstrating with the plaintiffs as to the 
delay. en Mr. Blydenburgh was being 
examined on this point, and giving évidence 
as to one particular time when he remon- 
strated at the great delay with one of the 
opposite party, Mr. Miller ingeniously asked 
whether the conversation did not take place 
on the Bund, and whether it was really 
& serious remonstrance. That of course . 
led to the inference that it was a sort 
of casual remark. The Bund had such 
a bad name for conversations of an unbusi- 
ness like character, that he (the speaker) had 
thought he was quite entitled to remove any 
impression the word ‘‘ Bund” might have 
created, and.the answer was, that Mr. Bly- 
denburgh was ing quite seriously on this 
particular occasion. Mr, Blydenburgh wrote 
a letter on the 10th Jan., which plaititiffs’ 
counsel wished the Court to look upon as a 
sort of waverer to all that had gone before, 
and as the creation of a new contract.’ He 
should try to show that it was no waverer 
at all. He would ask the Court to look upon 
it merely as a natural act on the part of a man 
in Mr. ee and under his 
circumstances. He said virtually: Now if you 
are all right, and your titles perfect, and if I 
shall not have to wait any longer, I will take 
the property ; if otherwise, I hold to my pre- 
vious position, which, under the letter of the 
15th October, was simply entire freedom from 
the contract. If a waverer at all, it was 
merely conditionally—conditions which had 
never been fulfilled, in consequence of a mess 
owing to two lawyers having got into the way. 
There seemed to have been t misunder- 
standing on the part of the other side, about 
the positions of the two gentlemen who were 
acting in some sense as Messrs. Smith Archer 
and Co.’s advisers. But he thought, on look- 
ing at the evidence, it was quite clear that 
Blydenburgh’s instruction merely went 
to the length of asking Mr. Rennie’s advice 
on the title. He never intended for a moment 


other side, the one behind 

Out here there was not that distinction between 
counsel and solicitor which existed at Home 
and in America, where their respective duties 
were well defined. The solicitor was imme- 
diately in communication with the other side, _ 
but counsel simply dealt with the law, gave 
advice, andso on. But no doubt Mr. - 
nie, (although he might have had the very - 
best intentions in so doing,)in going to Mr. 
Ashton and examining the title without 
consulting Mr. Eames, was ex the 


to say, as he thought the i 
made out his case. It was quite 
concerned on 


ing at the document — 
of the deed of arrange- 


handed in as the copy 
ment—that there was not a Penge of 
wiser ge a t gg sg it di wt oy. bear 
an a true y, 80 On. 
No a wolild cabbeidk or moment that 
such. a transaction J ome wing be ages ap camdbronar 
there were any dou as an 

document like "isk This was the deed 


you want?” but the want was so 


ask the 
oe 


and the 3rd Feb. was not an un-! not 


aia eS ee. 2.) SRI on agente ae iy egg TR RTE tio are Rae 
3 EG rer (s - 
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L ol 


——. ee 


might 
rape 


+ + ca aarnomeia aie 
er assciied pti y on 
by either party. He in 

a number of cases in support : 

would only trouble Court with 

| ; 

v 


4m the 7th. August, » the 
they believed the title 

iber, but it did not come, and the 
detendants waited two mails at least 
the one : 


the matter at an end. 
was no waverer whatever of 
of the 8th September and 16th Oct. With 
rd to the objections to the title ; plain- 
tiff's Counsel com on defendan 
nut having specified all possible objection-, 
but he had shown that they already knew 
what they were, it being proved by the fact 
of their telegraphing home and getting out 
another deed. It was also equally clear that 
the objections that were named at the time 
were quite realised at that time, and that they 
had a right to this on the notice of plain- 
tiffs. mething had been said to the effect 
that if defendants bad been anxious to com- 
plete the purchase they would have taken 
some steps themselves; but upon that he could 
only say they acted quite naturall,, and were 
only delu by the promises and good hopes 
_ held out to them, At no time were sag de 
@ position to have done anything but to have 
felon action which, to say the least, might 
probably have been considered by the plain- 
tiffs as harsh. He did not think there were 
any other details he need trouble the Court 
with ; and it only remained for him to say a 
word or two on the general aspect of the 
uestion. It was a case peculiarly within 
e jurisdiction of the Court of Equity ; and 


ship would be involved upon them if they 
were forced to complete a purchase long after 
the time of its completion transpired. It 
was quite clear from Mr. Blydenburgh’s evi- 
dence and the —— that the delay 
was seriously prejudicial to their interests ; 
and he confidently submitted that the Court 
would not exercise its a in forcing 

of time as this. 
t the case in the 


Judgment was reserved. 
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NEW ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Easter Monday Mancuvres. 
HERE will be a GENERAL PARADE 
of Aun Anus TO-DAY (Monday), 


the 6th instant, to have a Suam Ficur 
with the Nava Brigape. 


Muster at Custom House, at 2.30 p.m. 


‘Untrorm— Winter, with Cross- Belts. 
Plank Anmunition will be served out 


-| before starting. 


The Band will be in attendance. 


The Meeting of Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Com- 
panies, advertised for the above date, is 


ts | Postponed until Tuesday, the 7th insiunt, 


at the time and place previously ap- 
pointed. 
J. J. CANN, 
Captain & Acting Adjt.-Genl. 


Gap 1017 Shanghai, 6th April, 1874. 


China and Japan Marine 
Insurance Company. 


N “Seats Malmo that the Eighth 

Ordiuary Half-yearly MEETING of 
Shareholderg will be held at the Company’s 
Offices, No. 6 Nankin Road, Shanghai, 
TO-DAY, the 6th April, at 2.30 pP.m., 
to receive the Report of the Directors, to- 
gether with a Statement of Accounts to the 
3ist December last. 

The Transfer-B»oks will be closed from 
the 24th March to the 6th April, both days 
inclusive. 

By order of the Directors, 


W. SCHMIDT, 
Secretary. 
Shanghai, 6th April, 18° 4. 


n 2-a-w 


NOTICE. 


Sp undersigned having returned from 

a Photographic Trip, and having 
obtained some most Picturesque Views, is 
now prepared to supply copies of the same— 
viz., of the following localities and inter- 

iate country :— 

Pau-kong, Taitsin, Quénshan, Scochow, 
Muto, Fung-hwang-shan, Sungkiang, See- 
dong, &c., &c. se 


, 
Views of 8 hai, including Panoramas 
of the three Settlements. 


at the New pe i Establishment 

No. 3 Broadway, Hongkew. 
H. C. CAMMIDGE. 

‘nBap 1014 Shanghai, 2ud April, 1874. 


THE ART UNION OF 
SHANGHAI. 


ENTLEMEN, Members of the above 
Art Union, are hereby invited to 
— selections from the Views now on 


H. C. CAMMIDGE, 
No, 3 Bavapway, Honecew. 


: i8ap 1016 Shanghai, 2nd April, 1874. 


UNION STEAM NAVIGA- 
TION COMPANY. 


Debenture Loan of April Ist, 1871. 


Sheet errs of DEpentvRes on pre- 
sentation of théir Certificates a. 10¢ 
Offices of the undersigned will b ‘d 
the Principal and Interest thereon i * *. 
Option will be granted those holdi:,. 
bentures which mature Ist April 407 
receive immediate payment thereof. / 
~~ General Agem 


n Tap 999 Shanghai, Ist April, 1874. 
NOTICE. | 


China Trans-Pacific Steam- 
ship Co. (Limited) 


E Ow Steamer “V ASCO DE 
| GAMA” will leave ge Ay fur 


Francisco on the 4th of 
Yokohama on or about the 12th vf 
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POSTPONEMENT. 


MELLER & Co. 
ILL sell at Satxsnoom, on TUES- 
DAY next, the 7th April, at 
10.30 A.M., - 
HOUSEHOLD and OFFICE 
FURNITURE, 


CONSISTING OF 
WARDROBES, CHEST OF DRAWERS, 


WASHSTANDS, TUILET SETS, TOILET | 
GLASSES, SUFAS, CHAIRS, IRON] 


BEDSTEADS, WINDOW CURTAINS, 

DINING TABLES, SIDEBOARKDS, 

WRITING DESKS, OFFICE CHAIRS, 

ENGRAVINGS, CARPETS, &c., &c. 
Terms—Casu. 

Shanghai, 30th March, 1874. 


PUBLIC AUCTION, 


LANE, CRAWFORD & Co. 

AVE been favored with instructions 

to sell, on TUESDAY, April 7th, 
commencing at 10.30 a.m., the entire 


STOCK-IN-TRADE 


of MOW CHUNG & Co.’s TRON STORE, 
Honexew, (Corner of Hongkew Bridge) 
comprising :— 

RIVETS, BOLTS and NUTS, WASH- 
ERS, NAILS, [IRON PLATES, ANGLE 
IRONS, BOILER TUBES, FILES, BAR, 
FLAT and SQUARE IRON, STEAM 
GAUGES, LEATHER BELTING, Tvucx’s 
PACKING, &c., &., &. 


Immediately after the sale of above, will 


Zap 954 


be sold at Hunr’s Wuanrr, an assortment | | 


of IRON CHAIN, ANCHORS, SHEET 
LEAD, LEAD PIPE, SHEET ZINC, 
CAST STEEL (various sizes), STOVE 


PiPE IRON, UOPPER PIPES, GAS} 


PIPES and SHEATHING FELT, and 
70 Tone PIG IRON, 


And, 


Immediately after same, at the SHanonat| | 
& Honexew Wuarr, an Invoice of BAR, | ' 


FLAT and SQUARE IKON, about 28 Tons. 


LANE, CRAWFORD & Co., 
Auctioneers. 
Shanghai, Ist April, 1874. 


PUBLIC AUCTION. 


LANE, CRAWFORD & Co. 


nm 2ap 
Jap 976 


aupenet aundogaaiinnth ~ ane S a ee 
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PUBLIC AUCTION. 


: 


| 
| 
| 


} 


The above are now on view, and for sale ——— om the day preceeding the) ) 


AVE been favored with instructions 


to sell by Public Auction, 
BEaD’s Yarp, Pootune,, om the 
9th April, commencing each di 
punctually, 3 


The Stock’ in Tra 


OF THE 


Shanghai and Pootung 


vk Fe 


ae bo 


Foundry & Engineering Co. , 


Comprising— quantities of RIVETS, 
BOLTS and NUTS, WASHERS, BOILER 
PLATES, ANGLE IRON, AR IRON 
BRASS and CUP. 

SHEETS, BOILER TUBE 
SHEET RU and ral Fnvineer- 
Stores; also, BOILE.....An BRS’, 


| oS’ and MOULDERS 
TOULS and GEA 


: STEAM LAUNCH 
ENGINES aud DILERS, OLD IRON, 
» ABS, &e., &e. | : 
’ Qutalogues ready on the 6th. — aoe 
Lane, Crawford & Co., 

- Auctioneers. 
tap 100" “St Anett TB74 
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NOTICE OF THE RECEPTION oF THE MINISTERS OF WESTERN POWERS 
THE EMPEROR OF CHINA, 


( translated from an account drawn up for distribution in China). 


maa OO 


yimeas upon the 26th day of the Ist moon of the 12th year of the reign T‘una Cun (23rd 

February, 1873), the Board of Ceremonies wrote to apprise the Yamén of Foreign Affairs that 
His Majesty, the Emperor or Curwa, had duly and formally assumed the Government of the Empire, ! 
the Yamén made an intimation to the same effect to the Ministers of the different Powers resident in 
the capital. The Ministers replied collectively, requesting the Yamén to move His Majesty to grant i 
them an Andience iu order that they might present their congratulations; and im the 8rd moon,! when 7 
the Emperor returned from the Imperial Mausolea, a reply was received from His Majesty instructing 4 
the Yamén to arrange in conference whatever matters proper to an Audience had to be considered. In | p 
respectful obedience whereto, several conferences were held between the Yamén and the Foreign Minis- 
ters; and agreement having been arrived at as to the essential vonditions, on the 20th day of the 5th 
moon (14th June,) a second Imperial Decree was received from His Majesty, directing that all Foreign 
Ministers in the capital ree with Letters from their Governments ? should be admitted to an 
Audience. 


On the 3rd day of the 6th moon (27th June), the Patrcz or Kune and the Ministers of the 
¥amén were informed verbally by His Majesty the Emperor, that an Audience would be granted 
Foreign Ministers upon the 5th day (29th June), in the Tzi-Kuang Ko, or Purple Pavilion. 


In respectful accordance with His Majesty’s Commands, the Ministers of the five Western 

Powers before named, met at a early hour on the morning of the latter day at the Pei T‘ang [the 

- Roman Catholic Establishment, ] within the Western Gate of the Great Enceinte of the Palace, and 

after a short interval, the Minister Cu‘unauov, at the time previously agreed, came to the Pei 
T’ang to request their attendance. | : 


The Foreign Ministers proceeded in their chairs to the Fu Hoa Gate of the Nan Hai Park.’ 
A barricade of matting had been constructed for the occasion east of the Fu Hua Gate, so as to block 
the thoroughfare, and to the east of the gate a tent had been placed, in which there were pcople to receive 
the escorts or followers of the different nationalities. 


At the gate the Foreign Ministers alighted from their chairs, and followed by M. Bismarck, 
Interpreter of the German Legation, and by M. Devenia, Interpreter of the French Legation, they 
entered the Park. Within the gate they found the Grand Secretary, Wiwstanc, Mao Cuane-ns1, Pre- i 
sident of the Board of Civil Office, Toye Hstw, President of the Board of Revenue, and Cu‘unetvun, i 
President of the Board of Works, waiting for them, and in their eompany they proceeded to the Shih 
Ying Kung, the Temple of Prayer for Seasonable Weather. 


1.—The Decree was dated 16th April.—TZranslator's Note. 


2.—Oniaixat Nors.—These Letters from Governments are Letters which the Chief of any State 
sending a Minister to a State with which it is in relations, seals and delivers to its Minister to be deli- 
yered by him to the Ruler of the State to which. he is sent, as. proof that he is a Minister representing 
his own State. 

The States of the West which have treaties with China are the following twelve: England,* the 
‘United States, France, Sweden, Russia, Germany, Denmark, Holland, Spain, Belgium, Italy, and 
ee In the East, Japan has concluded a treaty; but it is ‘not yet published. At the time above 

ken of, but five of the { Wester} States had Ministers in Peking provided with Letters from their 
vernments : namely ,t ussia, the United States, England, France and Holland. Japan had sent a 
special mission to China with a letter of congratulation. | 


* The Governments enumerated here stand in order of the dates of their treaties with China.—7ranslator’s Note. 
_ {They are enumerated in the order of the seniority of their Kepresentatives.—Translator's Note. 


; _ 8.—The Nan-Hai is properly the water south of a marble bridge in the locality in question, which gives name to 
the park wet of the Palace in which the Tst-Kiuang Ko is slanted — Translator s Note. 


The Minister of Japan, escorted by Ca‘Anxauiy, Vico- President of the Colunial Office, had already 
arrived from the Hsien Liang Ssii.* 


The Foreign Ministers assembled here sat down to rest themselves; tea and confectionery from 
the Imperial Kitchen, by favor of the Emperor, being in readiness for them. 


After an interval of some daration, the Ministers of the Yamén of Foreign Affairs accompanied: 
the Foreign Ministers and their interpreters, to an oblong tent of matting on the west sitle of the Purple 
Pavilion, They were met at this point by the Prince or Kune accompanied by Paortx, President of 
the Board of Civil Office, and Sutn Kver-rty, President of the Board of War, and here wy waited 
until His Majesty entered the Pavilion. 


The Ministers of the Yamén then invited the Japanese Minister to present himself before His 
Majesty.° His Audience ended, the Ministers of the Yamén accompanied the Ministers of Western 
Powers up the flight of steps to the west of the Purple Pavilion, entering the building by the side-aisle 
west of the centre. M. Bismarck, Interpreter of the German Legation, followed them. | 


Tae Emperor was seated facing southwards. On either hand of His Majesty stood, with the 
Prince or Kone, certain other Princes and high officers; in all four or five persons. In the centre of 
the Hall a table covered with yellow was placed. : 


The Foreign Ministers, carrying each one the Letter of his Government, entered the Hall in their 
proper order, and on reaching the centre aisle halted, with their faces northward, and bowed one and all 
together; then advanced in line a little farther, and made a second bow; and when they had nearly 
reached the yellow table, a third bow; after which they remained erect; M. Bismarck standing a little 
in rear of the Minister of Russia. 


Four or five of the Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén ranged themselves, in order, to the right-and 
left [lit. east and west, sc. of the Foreign Ministers.] The Grand Secretary, Wfinsiana, stood to the 
west of the yellow table, slightly in advance. 


cot 


M. Vuaneaty, Minister of His Majesty the Emperor of Russia, then read aloud an address in 
French,’ and as soon as this was ended, M. Bismarck, the German Interpreter, read a Chinese 
translation of it. The purport of the address was somewhat to the following effect :-— 


= 


4.—The Temple in which he was residing.—TZranslator's Note. 


5.—Oniainat Nore a Tzi-Kuang Ko, or Purple Pavilion, according to the foray Gd the 


Capital, published by Imperial Authority (1774), was in the reign Wu Ts’una of the Ming Dynasty 
(1506-1521) the P’ing T’ai, the Terrace or Estrade. For this, ata later date, the Purple Pavilion 
was substituted, and the present Dynasty made no change in its designation. His Majesty, Canonised 
as the Humane, (K’ang Hsi, 1661-1722), was used to assemble here, in the second moon of autumn, 
the high officers of the Imperial Guards of the Three Senior Banners, for the archery matches. Later 
still, presentations and audiences of the official establishment in general took place in the Purple Payvi- 
lion ; ; affairs of state were transacted there; princes, nobles and chiefs* of departments were entertained 
by the Emperor; new-year receptions were granted to the outer tribes, as also to general officers on 
their return from. victorious campaigns; military graduates [after passing examination for the highest 
degree, | were here put through martial exercises.T 


* The phrase employed has special reference to the Presidents and Vice-presidents of metropolitan bureaus.— 
Translator’s Note, 


¢ In order to selection of the three best, who are classed under special designations ae 


* 


6.—Oriainat Nots.—The Japanese Minister had his andience before the rest, because he: was a 
hateaiees of the highest grade, (sc. an Ambassador), The Representatives of the Western Powers 
were all of the second grade. : 


7.—Ontarsat Nors.—M. Vianearr took the lead of the corps [of ge present ], because, 
sical to the general usage of Western States, the Minister who has longest en misoion, en 
from the day on which he arrives in the foreign state to which he has been sent by 
regarded as the senior, M. Viancary had been longer resident as Minister in the capital of 
than any of his colleagues. 

The address was read in French, because, for several years past, French has been the language 
in which the diplomatic er ‘between Western States has repels in sageet ee 


of : 


The Ministers Viancaty, Low, Wave, pz Georroy, and Frravson, accredited representatives of 
Russia, the United States, Great Britain, France, and the Netherlands, had the honor, on behalf of their 
respective Governments, to offer their congratulations to His Imperial Majesty on the attainment of 
His majority, and their best wishes for the duration of His Reign and the prosperity of His people. 

They called to mind the achievements of His Majesty, Canonised as the Humane, during whose 
Reign (K’ang Hsi) the Empire was raised to a height of glory and power without precedent in all 
antiquity, while at the same time encouragement was given to the arts and sciences of the West. 

Under the Administration of His present Majesty, a renewal of the happiness.enjoyed by the 
Empire during the Reign of His distinguished Ancestor might be confidently looked for, and with it 
‘that confirmation of friendly relations between China and the Treaty Powers, which would so greatly 
gratify their Governments. 
| They had now the honor to lay before His Majesty their Letters of Credence. 


The address to His Majesty having been read, the Foreign Ministers made another reverence, 
and respectfully laid their Letters of Credence on the yellow table. 


The Emperor was pleased to make a slight inclination of the head towards them, and the Prince 
or Kowa, advancing to the left of the Throne, and falling upon his knees, had the honor to be informed, 
in Manchu, that His Majesty acknowledged the receipt of the Letters presented. 


The Paixce or Kune, with his arms raised [according to precedent,] * came down by the steps 
on the left of the dais to the Foreign Ministers, and respectfully repeated this to them in Chinese; after 
which he again ascended the steps, and fell on his knees on the left of the Throne. His Majesty then 
kindly inquired after the health of the Chiefs of the States represented, and expressed a hope that all 
foreign questions might be satisfactorily disposed of in discussion with the Yamén of Foreign Affairs. 


The Prixce or Kune, having descended as before, and repeated what had been said to him, the 
Ministers of Russia, the United States, Great Britain, and the Netherlands, bowed once more, and then 
retired @ reculons, bowing repeatedly, until they had reached the entrance. They then returned to the 
Shih Ying Kung, and there waited [until rejoined by the Minister of France]. 


M. pe Grorroy, the Minister of the French Government, had a second Letter to deliver, being 
the reply of his Government to the Letter of explanation which the Empznor or Curva had sent by a 
special Envoy to France, after the Massacre at Tientsin in the year 1870. M. pe Grorroy remained con- 
sequently in the Reception Hall after his four colleagues had retired. As they left the Hall, the Ministers 
of the Yamén of Foreign Affairs introduced M. Devenia, the French Interpreter. M. pz Grorroy 
having delivered his special address, and laid the Reply of his Government upon the yellow table, His 


Majesty acknowledged receipt of the Letter, as in the former instance. 


This done, M. pz Grorroy withdrew, followed by M. Deverta. The Ministers of the Yamén 
_ accompained them to the Shih Ying Kung, and the whole party being now reunited, was similarly escorted 
‘to the Fa Hua Gate. Here the Foreign Ministers seated themselves in their chairs, and returned to 


their respective Legations. 


8.—The precedent of Confucius, when in the presence of his Sovereigu.—7Zranslator's Note. 
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., it has lain undisturbed, and as an 
on field, We ery nag pogeen 
re that at any any e 
incpe Guild ground has been surrendered 
» the public, pe Bie one ag ten 
alf, by an agreement ; nor have 
: acid ove been consulted, so far as we 
>aware, as to their readiness to part with 
eir lands, 
The only time that we know of where 
» have been asked relative to the matter 
f roads was about three months ago, or so, 
hen some one from the Municipal office 
led on the man in charge of the Joss 
ouse, and asked for a strip of land 13 feet 
ide, to form one side of the street pro- 
psed that runs parallel to the Rue du 
nsulat. This request was acceded to, 
d had thirteen feet been taken, or even 
e whole 26 feet—if it had only been off 
ce outside bonndary of our land, we 
ould have had nothitig to say on that 
int to-day, as the outside boundary of 
eground was formerly a creek, and in 
at line of ground marked ©. on the ac- 
pmpanying plan we have no dead buried, 
We are very desirous to come to some 
angement if possible with the Municipal 
oucil, whereby the proposed new street 
hay be diverted from its present line, and 
leave the graves intact. First, we pro- 
se that the street may be made to diverge 
t tle point marked D. on the chart, and 
om there run along the outside of our 
ound which is over the filled up creek, till 
reaches the Sikaway Road. this pro- 
sal is not acceptable, and you may 
ve objections to the line of street in 
pusequence of the bend at the point 
)., and that it does not run in a straight 
e into the road Jeading to the creek, 
eu we propose to a¢quire, from the Tong 
hing Dong and other proprietors, a strip 
f yround 26 feet wide, which will run.in a 
raight line with the outside of our ground, 
irked S. on plan. This we will hand 
ver to the Council in place of that now 
harked out ~ them, and this, as we pro- 
mose, will make a straight street for its 
hole length, And if it is desirable on 
iblic behalf to have the streets straight, 
ie) what we propose would be better than 
iat now traced out on the ground, as what 
e would give would make a better junc- 
on with the road on the creek side, towards 
ie Military and Naval Old Cemetery. 
lo carry out this plan, if you accept of it 
¢ do not anticipate any trouble, as the 
ong Shing Dong has no graves in that 
art of their ground, We are ready and 
illing to bear all expenses in the purchase 
a and grounds to get a straight 
eet, 
cipal Council any moneys that may have 
* expended in laying out the streets to 
le present time, | | 
With reference to the street. lel to 
ne Sets Bo marked G. on the | - 
cannot be of utility to the publie in 
ny way, asit only gives access to creek 
de in towards the Goncession, but the 
ther street gives the same benefit much 
hore a baa it is of no use 


en ee ee ee enna ~ 


tected by a brick wall, | 
ed by the | that 


And we will also recoup the Mu- | 
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iter esire to use their grounds for any 


are now used for. 


} cemetery may 
not be crated, and that the bones of 
our ancestors may reniain undisturbed. 
This feeling on our part you may under- 
stand, as i The it is one not uncommon 
to foreigners in regard to the graves of 
their dead. 

Trusting you will give the foregoing 
your kind and favourable consideration, so 
that an amicable agreement may be come 


to, 
Waiting the favour of your reply, 
tlemen, 


We remain, Gen 
Your obedient Servants, &c. 


@utports. 


NAGASAKI, 
Most of the Formosa expeditionary 


started on their journey. The first one, the 
Japanese mail steamer Yuko-maru (late 
Nepaul,) left this port for Amoy on Tues- 
day morning last, with one hundred and 
fifty soldiers on board, and besides these 
she also took asupply of ammunition, pro- 
visions, stores, ke. We learn that she 
also embarked, for conveyance to Amoy, 
several J officers who are to form 
the staff at the Consulate about to be 
estabiished at that port. Further detach- 
ments of troops embarked tu-day, some at 
the Ohato, others at Sagaramatz jetty, and 
were conveyed on board the Japanese 
steamers Meiko-maru, and Mikuni-mru, 
which have been chartered by the Govern- 
ment, and left this port this afternoon 
in company with the Japanese corvette 
Nitsin-kan and the gunboat Teibo-kan, but 
on account of the bad weather and heavy 
sea the four vessels have returned and 
anchored just inside Takaboko point, and 
will leave n as soon as the weather 
moderates. eir destination is Amoy. 
About three thousand five hundred soldiers 
in all, and the whole of the transports, 
are commanded by foreign officers. Over 
two thousand soldiers have already been 
despatched, and the remainder will follow 
by the Japanese steamer Hockai-maru, 
which will leave shortly. The P.M steamer 
New York has discharged all her stores, 
&e., during the week, and they have been 
transhipped into two chartered Japanese 
steamers. The ironclad Azuma-kan left 
this port during the week, but her destina- 
tion has not transpired. A rumour current 
amongst the natives is to the effect that 
she has gone to Kagosima.—H. M. 8. 
Iron Duke arrived on the 2nd inst. from 
Amoy. 


HIOGO. 

The Athletic Sports meeting of the K. 
R, & A. ©. took place on the 18th ult. 
There were 17 events, and though the 
weather was not particularly propitious, 
the sports went off very well.—A tta 
is fixed for the Queen’s birthday.—The 

ing Race Meeting came off on the 27th 
and ult. On the first day the racing 
was poor, but improved on the second day, 
the weather being better. There were 15 


events, of which Mr. Polcen’s Gamecock 


won four, his Woodcock two, Priar Tuck 
two and ite one ; uis of Gran- 
: ai s 


one. —It 


vessels, says the Express of 2nd May, have | P 


Japanese 
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second week in May.—The Osaka 
correspondent of the News notes that 
a body of wounded soldiers and officers, 
some thirty or so in number, lately 
arrived there by steamer. These are 
some of the victims of the Saya rebellion, 
As soon as they were landed the more 
seriously injured were placed on litters, 
and the others in jinrikishas, and then at 
a funeral pace the melancholy procession 
wended its way to the hospital.—The 
steamer Chi-li, having on board Shimadzu 
Saburo and about three hundred of his 
retainers, also.called there recently on her 
way from Kagosima to Yedo. 


YOKOHAMA, 

The papers of the 25th ultimo state that 
the Formosa Expedition was postponed, 
The Mail writes :— 

The Formosa Expedition is definitel 
postponed. It may fairly be inferr 
that the doubts which have arisen in the 
mind of the Government as to the suffi- 
ciency of the intimation given by Soyejima 
to the Cabinet at Pekin, and of the ac- 
ceptance of that intimation by it, have 

roduced the decision now announced, 
he desire of the Japanese, it cannot be 
doubted, is to arrange the Formosan ques- 
tion vithout any proceedings such as would 
rovoke a war with China. But it may be 
inferred that the Chinese, hearing of the 
Expedition, have not ppualdered such a 
mode of procedure a fitting manner of 
arranging the affair, and have assumed 
an attitude indicative of this view.— 
A vessel which came in on the 23rd from 
Tai-wan reports that the Chinese troops 
began to arrive in Formosa on the 27th 
March. The Chitiese man-of-war of which 
we spoke yesterday, was entirely manned 
and officered by natives. —The German ship 
Herman, which arrived on the 2ist from 


Formosa, reports the arrival there of a 


large Chinese man-of-war and 500 troops, 
sent thither in consequence of the Chinese 
having observed the Keongsoo, the well- 


known Japanese despatch-boat, cruising 


about on the coast and taking surveys. 
(She was sent some two months back to 
Hongkong, nominally on a cruise.), This 
confirms the statements of the Shanghai 
papers relative to the despatch of troops 
to Formosa.—The Gazette says that on 
the 27th April, Shimadzu Saburo was 
appointed Sa-dai-jin, high counsellor of 
the Mikado. The rank and position is 
next to that of Sajio, and the same as 
Iwakura holds. 
- The execution of Yeto Shimpei, the leader 
of the late insurrection, is spoken of as 
impolitic. The unfortunate man, says the 
Herald, one of the most liberal-minded 
officials in Japan, lately occupying the 
position of Minister of Justice, waa cap- 
tured in disguise, and (so far as we know, 
without a formal trial), put to death, with 
several of his companions, As Yeto was a 
man of great influence in the country, and 
one of the recognised heads of the war 
party, his execution has created a great 
sensation. The Mail recalls, however, that 
20. Imperialists, enforced to surrender at 
a, were beheaded on the field ; and says 
that whatever Yeto’s grievances, his death 


was ey : 
The Herald says, relative to the For- 
mosa Expedition, that it is rumoured the 
ae — yore oly by the 
pect ore them, that the expedi- 
tion has utterly collapsed, and the design 
been abandoned ; and that, instead of 
going to Formosa, in view of the change of 
policy on the part of the present Sovereign 
of Cores, the expedition will be directed 
thither, in order to be the first nation 
to make a treaty with the Ooreans, 
A rumour has also found its way from 
Pekin to the effect that the Chinese Go- 
vernment are so irate at the presumption 


-| of the Japanese in sending an expedition 


to Formosa, that there is a probability of 
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the elders of the Guild to immediately put 
up 4 wall in order to define the boundaries. 
I have already personally interviewed the 
French Consul, and by consultation ar. 
ranged that he will issue a proclamation, 
and I have no doubt that the proclamation 
in question has been generally seen. In 
all matters connected with foreigners and 
Chinese, the oe om should invariably await 
the decision of the mandarins, and should 
not create disturbances. If, after this, 
rowdy characters do not respect the 
injunctions of the Authorities, but con- 
coct idle stories, and inflame the hearts 
of the multitude even unto quarrel- 
ling and fighting in numbers, I shall 
decidedly deal with them with the ut- 
most severity of the law. But I cannot 
bear to punish without warning ; therefore 
it is right that I should, in incisive (or un- 
mistakable) words, warn you, I trust that 
the merchants and said por will all be 
aware of this. You have each of you families, 
and while there is yet time ought to awake 
to the importance of respecting the law, 
attending to your business, &. I very 
much grieve for the people, and do not 
shirk earnestly and repeatedly warning 
them. Do not disobey. A special pro- 
clamation.”’ 


The Taotai issued, on Thursday, another 
very sensible proclamation, blaming the 
rioters and calling on his people to respect 
the law. Friendly reference is made to 
foreigners, and to the aid given by foreign 
troops in suppressing the Taeping rebel- 
lion—the first official recognition we re- 
member to have seen, of the fact: We 
append a rough translation. 

‘¢ A very important proclamation by the 
Taotai, for the information of all.—On the 
18th day of the 3rd moon, (3rd May), 


some rowdies created a disturbance on 
the French Settlement. 


Prior to this, 1 had already consulted 
with the French Consul about the 
roads (in dispute), and proclamations 
were about to issued. But it appears 
that, the 18th day, (3rd) being Sunday, 
public business was stopped, and conse- 
quently the Consul-General had not been 
able to issue the notice. On the next day, 
when I had a personal interview with him, 
he informed me that the notice had been 
issued, which is a proof of his benevolence 
kindness, and anxiety to preserve good 
understanding, and prevent disturbance. 
During the crisis of the disturbance, the 
Consuls of the different nations led their 
ranks to suppress it, but restrained their 
soldiers from using their weapons, which 
is proof of their goodwill and of their 
regard for (Chinese) life, and their desire 
not to inflame the ¢Xcitement. 

Moreover, since foreign countries have 
made treaties with China, and had in- 
tercourse, to the present time, all ques- 
tions have been settled with cordiality and 
frankness. Chinese and foreign merchants 
and people have also been very friendly. 
Formerly, too, when the rebels were creat- 
ing trouble, the Wostern soldiers assisted 
in exterminating them, and with one voice 
aided in producing quietude. The rebels 
could not withstand their ardour, and the 
Chinese families who owe their safety and 
preservation to them, are very numerous. 

All you people have within you a know- 
ledge of right, and should be grateful for 
favours received. And although in your 
intercourse your ideas may sometimes be at 
variance, you are bound to abide by the 
decision of the. officials. All questions 
will, without doubt, be settled with jus- 
tice, and you must not make excuses for 
ereating disturbance. Already have I on 
several occasions informed you by procla- 
mation to this effect, as the records show. 


Henceforth the Chinese people shall not 
be allowed to carry weapons and therewith 
dare to enter the settlements. If any of 
the people do not submit to the control 
of the local officials, and trouble and injure 
foreigners, it behoves them to check each 
other. Good people should attend to their 


business and enjoy the blessings of ; 
If the necd-torasiihiag dare sake +0 
collect in crowds and break the 


they will certainly be at once seized 
severely A somoges There will be no leni- 


ency. you trespass against the law and 
incur the ses! you cannot now say you 


have not apprised. Tremble ! - 
ble ! Tremble ! 


We are indebted to the Courier for the 
following précis of proceedings at the 
French Mixed Court on Sunday, with re- 
gard to the men captured during the riot. 
The men caught with fire-brands, having 
set-fire to the houses, were sent to the Tao- 
tai for severe punishment, as also were 
four others charged with riotous conduct 
and assaulting the police. Twelve men 
arrested by the Che-hsien’s soldiers were 
dealt with in various ways, some being re- 


manded, some seut to the Che-hsien, and 


others released on security. A number 
charged with theft which had been com- 
mitted during the fire, were settled in var- 
ious ways, the majority of the culprits 
being sent to the city magistrate for punish- 
ment; while some of the small offences were 
disposed of on the spot, the defendants 
receiving in Court a certain number of 
blows with the bamboo, and then being 
required to make a speedy exit. Some 
of the charges for using abusive language 
to the police in the compound of the Mu- 
nicipal Hall, were also bambooed, with the 


| distinction that they received their quan- | 


tum in the compound. Others, again, were 
sentenced to 100 blows, and then to be 
sent to the Chehsien for punishment, Dur- 
ing the proceedings, the Chinese Com- 
mander of the foreign-drilled troops of the 
Kiao-chang-meaou Arsenal was present, 
and took great interest in them. In the 
course of the examination, some of the 
prisoners claimed to belong to Soochow, 
although their dialect gave. a denial to 
their statement. The Commander strongly 
repudiated the claim made by these to the 
district named, and the result was that the 
falsehood little benefitted the claimants, 
as the Magistrate forwarded all who claim- 
ed another district to their own, to the 
Che-hsien for punishment. The whole 
number convicted, which was over 30, 
were to be sent into the city in the even- 
ing. 

The following letter has been addressed 
by the President of the French Municipal 
Council to Mr. Fearon, acknowledging the 
prompt aid rendered by the Volunteers 
on the night of the riot : — | 


Shanghai, le 4 Mai, 1874. 


‘Monsravs, —Je suis heureux de vous | 


1 qu’au 


exprimer, tant en mon nom 
unicipale, sa 


nom de |’Administration 

vive pra > 

yous avez pour 
iétés et des personnes des gers. 

Sant des intéelie’ our la Concession Fran- 


0g vous serais reconnaissant Bi yous vou- 


‘| transmit to the 


” 
Sai " 


: ° 
Gazette. 409 
: Veuillez agréer, : Monsicur le Co,.2 
dant, assurance de ma haute CONBidera) ing 


Le Président du Conseil, 


Monsieur R. I. Fearon, 
Commandant du 8. V Cc. 
Shanghai. 


V OISLy. 


(Translation. ) 
Sr,—I have pleasure in @Xpressin, 
ou, both in my own name and in that oft 
unicipal Council, its warm recogni), , 
the aid you lent for the defence of (},, py 
and persons of the Foreigners har. 
Brent 1 in the French Concession, 
shall be obliged if you will ,;,; 
om iP nape of the § V ¢ 
ex on @ sincere 
re Connell, Latitude ¢ 
A. Vorsiy. 
| President of the Council 
Mr. R. fF. Fearon, 
Commandant of the 8. V. c. 


To the Chief Engineer of the Firs p 
partment also, M. Voisin addrossej 
similar letter of thanks, acknowledging th 
aid rendered by the Brigade in checki, 


the conflagration. 
Shanuhai, 6 Mai, 1974 
MonsieurR,—Je suis heureux de yous oe 
primer tant en mon nom personnel, qu’s 
nom de l’Administration Municipale, 
vive recon pour le concours q 
les Brigades de Pompiers ont prété pen 
ant l’incendie que les émeutiers ont ally 
le 3 courant sur la Concession Francaise, 
Je vous serais reconnaissant, si yo 
vouliez bien transmettre aux officiers et ay 
membres du 8. F. D. l’expression de tout 
la itude du Conseil. 
euillez agréer, Monsieur, |’assuran 
de ma consideration la plus distinyude. | 
Le Président du Conseil, ~ 


| : A. Vos. 
Monsieur R, Mackenzis, 
Ingénieur en Chef du 8. F. D. 
(Translation. ) : 

Sir,—l have the pleasure of expressin 
to you both in my own name and in th 
of the Municipal Administration, its w 
recognition of the assistance which th 
Fire Brigade lent during the fire kindk 
by the rioters on the $3rd inst., in th 

ich Concession. - 

I shall be obliged if you will kiné 
convey to the officers and members of t! 
S. F. D. the expression of the entiz 
gratitude of the Council. 

(Sd. A. Voisrs, 
irman of the Counc 


Our readers will probably be intereste 
in the following letter, written by tl 
Ningpo Guild to the French Council i 
January last, explaining their objection 
the proposed roads and suggesting 
alternative line. | 

Shanghai, January 27th, 1874. 
To the | 


Frencn Concession. 
GENTLEMEN,—The undersigned man 
of Ningpo Joss House Grounds be 
ve to bring under your notice the fo 
statemen 


coffins containing \ 


bien transmettre aux Officiers du | our id 
8. V. C. Pexpression de toute la gratitude | sp | 
du Conseil. i ighecta ESL Pa et 


sce © ww tit 


onesoes#nFeFf ea vfenrrpeesoctfteSeSseseseHfa Fe = 


Mumpers or THE Muwnicipar Council 
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at a time when it was surrounded by an 
immense mob of excited Chinese. Had 
the Regulars been applied for earlier, the 
arming ,would have been unnecessary. 
When the Seamen of the Coulewvre arrived, 
many of these volunteers left the Compound 
with their arms; and it was not till the 
following morning that they could be called 
in. We ourselves noticed one man cruis- 
ing about with a rifle and fixed bayonet, 
| at the time the Volunteers were drawn up 
opposite the Hall, in a very unfit condi- 
tion to have charge of the weapon. The 
Council ought no doubt, strictly speaking, 
to have cared that arms issued in an emer- 
gency were not carried away by men under 
no organisation. But it is difficult to be 
precise in time of excitement. 

Respectable Ningpo-men say that. com- 
paratively few: of their number were 
among the crowd, which was largely made 
up of rowdies hoping to get loot through 
their incendiary xdings—men who, as 
one Chinaman told us, are reckless of their 
own lives or of those of others. Shanghai is 
no doubt the haunt of many such, and the 
affair is only too striking an illustration of 
the necessity for being ready to meet an 
emergency like the present. Besides the 
six found dead on the ground, from shots 
and bayonet wounds, eight more were 
taken to the Chinese Hospital. Of these, 
one man, shot through the liver, has died, 
and his body lies unclaimed. The other 
cases were of a gunshot wound in the right 
lung, sufferer likely to recover ;. gunshot 
wound of the right thigh, which involved 
amputation of the limb; a man who had his 
thumb cut off and a severe scalp wound ; 
one who had his forefinger amputated ; one 
with a sword fracture of the skull, and a 
boy suffering from injuries caused it is 
supposed by getting trampled on. We are 
glad to think that, if sharp punishment has 
been meted out to some of the aggressors, 
humanity has also interposed to save others 
from the consequences of their folly. 


On Monday afternoon, the Volunteers 
were ordered to parade, and at 5.30 about 
200 men turnedout, the Artillery mustering 


two guna, fully manned. The Force was 


again taken command of by Captain Hart, 
and marched down by the French Bund ; 
thence, after a short halt in front of the 
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est credit for the alacrity with which 
it was obeyed. Within half an hour from 
the time the first gun was fired, fully 200 
men of all arms had fallen in at the Main 
Guard, the Artillerymen pluckily drag- 
ging up their gun, in default of available 
ponies. Ball cartridge was served out, 
and the Force was marched down to 
the Bund—when the alarm was dis- 
covered to be false. It seems that the 
agreed signal of danger from the French 
Concession, had been the exhibition of two 
lights at the French Consulate; and that 
the same signal had been agreed on be- 
tween M. Godeaux and the Commander of 
the £lk, in case a guard were deemed 
necessary at the French Consulate. On 
board of both ships two lights were ob- 
served—and taken for the signal; but 
it seems that none was really made. It 
only remained therefore for Captain Hart 
to congratulate the men again on their 
ready response to the call—and to dismiss 
them. 


Efforts were being made, on Tuesday, to 
stay the exodus from the Concession 
of those Chinese who might be trying to 
escape consequences, or who feared a 
renewal of the riot. The French Mixed 
Court Magistrate, we hear, visited a num- 
ber of native places of business which had 
closed, and encouraged them to reopen. 
‘We confess it appeared to us that, on 
the morning after the affair, the people in 
the neighborhood were going about their 
customary business in a very unconcerned 
manner; but there seems really to have been 
considerable uneasiness. Wheelbarrow hire 
on the Concession rose to six or eight 
times itg normal rate, consequent on the 
demand by those removing; and boats to 
| Soochow raised their rates from about $8 
to $30. The Chinese house market this 
side the Yang-king-pang received an im- 
petus by the extra demand for accommo- 
dation, while on the French side it was 
correspondingly depressed. About 1,000 
people are believed to have gone to Ning- 
po. Soochow-wards, the flight was 
checked by the COhehsien ordering that 
boats with fugitives, the timid or the 
turbulent, should be turned back at the 
Sunghoo barrier, about 10 miles from 
Shanghai. | 

Everything was perfectly quiet on the 
French Concession, Chinese Guards are 
still posted at corners of the chief 
thoroughfares, and by the Ningpo Joss 
House; but the need for them appears 
to have quite ceased. There was usually 
a small cluster of gazers about the Joss 
House—attracted in part, seemingly, by a 
proclar.ation which was there posted, and 
in part by chalk marks about the disputed 
Rue de Ningpo, indicating, perhaps, the 
proposed enclosure, We subjoin a transla- 
tion of the notice, which emanates from the 
Ningpo Guild, and was, we believe posted 
on Sunday—tending therefore to support 
the statement of the Headmen, that they 
are not responsible for the riot. — 


PROCLAMATION BY THE NINGPO GUILD 
The Guild has already petitioned the 


| Taotai and Hsien in the above matter, and 


— Po agence are in correspondence 
him to direct the Municipality to alter the 
proposed course of the road ; and the mat- 
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ter is all but satisfactorily adjusted. Let 
all our fellow provincials, therefore, mind © 
each his own business, and not assemble in 
crowds to follow unlawful counsels and 
create disturbances. 

T’ang-chih, 13th year, 3rd moon. 


The following amusing proclamation was . 
i-sued by the Taotai on the evening of 
the 19th of the Chinese moon (4th May)— 
the night after the fire, which it treats as 
an accident. 


A GENERAL PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas on the French side some houses 
caught fire and the populace assembled in 
multitudes to witne-s it, I then sent out 
mandarins with seals [the Chihsien and 
Waiyuen or official deputy of the Taotai] 
to lead soldiers to put out the fire and to 
restrain the mob. The Ningpo merchants 
of Shanghai and people generally should 
attend to their own affairs and keep order. | 
If there should be any found inventing 
idle stories and inflaming the minds of the 
populace, or laying hold of causes to 
create a listurbance, they must be regarded 
as vagabonds and ruffians, who have no | 
respect for the law, and will be at ones | 
arrested and dealt with summarily, It is | 
proper that [ should inform the soldiers © 
and people by proclamation, that they 
must one and all respect, and not disobey, 
the laws. 


On the same day appeared the following 
proclamation (by the Taotai) which is dated | 
the 18th of the moon (3rd May), the day of 
the fire, but (it is said) was not issued till | 
the following day. 


A GENERAL PROCLAMATION, 


lt appears that the owners of the lands 
of the Sz-ming-kung-so have asked that » 
the opening of a road shall not be carried | 
out; some time ago the headmen of, the | 
Ningpo Guild, Chow Ta-lin, Chow Chung — 
and others, came to the Yamen with a — 
petition, and [ at once communicated with | 
the French COonsul-General, requesting | 
that he would order the Members of the | 
Municipal Council to act in accordance 
with it. Although I did not receive an 
official [or written] answer, a Waiyuen — 
[Deputy or age aed, had already com- | 
municated the Consul-General’s verbal — 
reply, to the effect that the COouncil- 
lors were absent from Shanghai, and 
that it would be necessary to await 
their return, when the matter would be 
discussed. The Consul-General however, 
with a clear perception of Chinese affairs, 
knowing that the Sz-ming-kung-so had | 
existed fur a very long period, that the © 
graves there are extremely numerous, and © 
that if the road was opened it would be | 
difficult to avoid injury to them, promised — 
to instruct the Council to stay proceedings, 
and thus to bring the affair toa satisfac- 
tory termination. The heads of the Sz 
— had waited also on the Con- © 
sul-General with a petition, and earnestly © 
entreated him, and he likewise assented | 
to their request. All this is on record. It 
therefore behoves ple quietly to wait 
till the matter is ma and settled. 
There is no reason for seeking excuses to * 
create a disturbance. I hope that the 
fw and merchants of Ningpo willin | 

ture attend to their occupations and 
carefully keep within the pale of the law. 
You must not lightly believe idle stories 
and illicitly cause commotion, laying your- 
selves open to be brought to trial and | 
examined and punished. There will be no 
excuse. Do not disobey. A special pro- 
clamation. : 


The following was issued on Tuesday (Sth |. 
May), 20th of the moon. : 

H. E. Suen, Taotai, issues another pro- 
clamation, for general information. 

lta now that the horse road is 
not to be constructed within the bounds of 
the Sz-ming-kung-so ; and I have directed 
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attempt to specialise services rendered 
amid much confusion and excitement; but 
believe we are right in selecting the Hong- 
kew Hook and Ladder Co., the Mih-ho- 
loongs, and the Deluge Steamer, as having 
been especially useful. 

A few English police who were present 
without arms, lent assistance in overawing 
the mob and protecting the property threat- 
ened, and they arrested two of the ring- 
leaders, as well as four foreign sailors, who 
were found bearing off some casks of wine. 


At 8p. m. the Chairman of the Anglo- 
American Municipal Council called out 
the Volunteers, who were ordered to 
muster immediately at the Main Guard, 
where the Treaty Consuls also met in 
onsultation. The men were formed 
ip in the road, Rangers on the Right, 
ind Nos. 1, 2, and 3 Rifle Companies and 
the Miholoongsin the order named. The 
1ews was that the excitement was sub- 
iiding; but it was thought well to 
narch the Force into the French Set- 
lement, and especially round the quar- 
ers where the rioting had been most 
vtive. Kven if their active services 
vere not required, their presence would 
end to deter further outbreak. Cap- 
ain Cann announced that Captain 
Hart would take command for the 
svening; and the Force Was counter- 
narched to the Bund, along which they 
yroceeded to the Rue du Consulat, and 
lown that street to the Municipal Hall. 
Here a halt was called, while further mea- 
sures were concerted, and Seamen from 
the Ashuelot came up. The whole Force 
was then marched down past the scene of 
the conflagration to the Ningpo joss-house, 
where it was rumoured that some of the 
ringleaders were ahut up—as well as that 
. number of rioters were assembled on the 
treen, with the intent to stone all comers, 
Whether the reports were imaginative, or 
whether any Chinese who may have been 
put there, decamped on hearing of the ap- 
»roaching Force, we cannot say. At any 
rate not a man was seen. 

The Volunteers were then formed in 
‘column opposite the entrance to the Joss- 
»ouse (in the French Road), the Rangers 
yatrolling the road, while the Sailors pro- 
eeded—in the presence, and by the wish 
if, the Chehsien—to break open a side door 
n the Settlement side, through which the 
dagistrate, accompanied by the British, 
\merican, German and other Consuls atonce 
-ntered. But here the result was the same 
~no one was found ; and after a thorough 
earch, the Volunteers were marched back 
n reversed order to the Bund, 

Near the Custom House, the Force was 
ormed up in column, while Captain Hart 
ddressed a few words of thanks to 


he men for the steadiness with which | i») 


hey. had obeyed orders; and announced 


hat in case of fresh alarm four guns 


- vould be fired from the U. 8S. corvette 
| Ashuelot, when they were at once to muster 
| \t the Main Guard. Mr. Fearon, as Civil 
- Yommandant of the Corps, also compli- 
F mented the men upon the readiness with 
which they had turned out, and on their 
iteady and soldierly bearing. Fortu- 
- gately, their active services had not been 


needed ; but their conduct gave a proof of | 
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dence of the community in their capacity | the 
to maintain order if required, He thanked } 204 


them in the name of the community. 


Tha Pence wan tins Gieaslaendcvnh thbekh, 


0.30 a.m. 

Subsequent to this time no fresh 
attempt to disturb the peace of the Settle- | 
ment was made. Chinese soldiery occu- 
pied the streets in the neighborhood of the | 
disturbance during the night of Sunday- 
Monday, and the men-of-war’s men from 
the Coulewore and Ashuelot guarded the 
Municipal buildings. Some few foreigners 
residing nearest the tlireatened quarter 
removed to the English side, and many 
of the native residents took the same pre- 
caution ; but there arose no occasion for 


alarm. On Monday morning it was re- | 


ported that disaffected crowds again filled 
the streets, and an ‘‘ Express” reminded 
the Volunteers to turn out at the pre- 
arranged signal of four guns. A visit to 
the locality, however, showed that though 


certain portions of the streets were un- 


usually crowded, and a. number of people 
were grouped about the Ningpo joss-house, 
all was perfectly quiet. The bodies of the 
dead, to the number of six,—had been 
removed across the creek toa place close 
by the City Wall, where thousands 
visited them ; but there was no display of 


feeling. A meeting of treaty Consuls was 


held during the afternoon, when they re- 
solved to use all the force at their disposal to 
maintain order. The Taotai was invited to 
join the meeting ; he agreed in condemn- 
ing the action of the mob, and promised to 


issue a proclamation that such outbreaks | 


would be repressed by all available foreign 


and native force. 


During the day, however, ‘the following | 


proclamation was issued by M. Godeaux, 


Consul-General for France, ceding the |. 
whole question and virtually stultifying | }j 


his colleagues. 
AN URGENT PROCLAMATION. 


Since I have been in office in rota 
all the merchants of the Settlement 


The view taken by the Municipal Conn, 
cil of the Consul-General’s (or 
request), is shown in the minute of a special 
remoting of the Council of the 4th May. 


excesses of the previous day, to reconsider 
the question of the roads, till the tendency 
to riot has disappeared, and 

which we suppose is meant compensation— 
has been afforded. The Council also ex. 
press the opinion that the regrettabl. 
occurrences of Sunday might have been 
easily stayed at the outset, had the Consul. 
General taken a more energetic-attitude. 

We may add that not only had no “ in. 
struction to reconsider and change their 
previous plan” been reosived by the Coun. 
cil, at the time his proclamation was issued: 
but that, even on the following day, no 
communication on the subject had yet 
reached them. We are informed that the 
Council met on Tuesday afternoon, and 
addressed to him a remonstrance 
concerning his silence. 

Though there are doubtless many details 
of interest which might be added, we do 
not find ourselves in a position to 
offer much more than are given above, 
regarding the disturbance itself. On 
one important matter, viz., the loss of 
life, we have made many taijnieies, but 
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he "Pench intend f : 
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or damage the graves. peer peas mim. 1g . 


of worthless men, who are 
rumours to excite the peor 
men of the Sz-ming-kung-so at | 
petition to have the plans of 
changed, and a further request 
recvived from the Taotai an 
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i the Guild 
disturb the graves in the cutee 
are not enly not to construct a 
they are to desire the head men 
Sz-ming-kung-so to erect a wall por ‘the 
limits of their property.to define the 
boundaries, and thus avoid future nis- 
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unanimously refuse, in View of the 
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vor OF THE FRENCH CONCESSION. 
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We stated last 


Joss- -House was 
among the N 
columinated om Sindey. in a serious riot, 
during which & mamber of houses were 
bomed down and several lives lost. 

A Chinese iiob ‘Assembled on Sunday 
‘jemoon in thé Quarter of thé French Set- 
tjement near the Ningpo Joss House, at- 


tacked the hottse of the Inspector of Roads, 
maltreated M. Percebois and his family, 


gutted and subseqtiently set fire to his 

house; attacked the fieighboring house, 

occupied by Miss Maclean, a missionary 
lndy, seriously the occupants ; 
and went on to burn down M. Oharrier’s 
Stables (in) the neighbourhood) and a. 
number of adjacent Chinese houses. 3 

Right Chinese met their death in the. 
riot, one being shot during the first attack 
on Mr. Percebois, and the others shot or 
bayonetted later in the evening. 

The Volunteer Force was called ont at 
gpm, and warning of their arrival in- 
duced the rioters to-disperse ; the streets | 
were nearly empty when the men reached, 
the ground. While it lasted, the incen- 
disriam seems to have been of the most | 
determined character, the rioters thrusting 
wisps of burning straw into the premises 
they wished to, destroy. 

Rumours had. reached the. Chief of 
the French Police that an outbreak was 
imminent, and. the heads of the Ningpo 
Guild had indeed re mted to the Taotai, 

. French, Consul, that 
the excitement. of the people y 
serious. Still the extent of the danger 
was not fully -eredited. The leaders of 
the Ningpo community affirm, and there 
seems reason to believe them that the 
riot occurred — against their wish and 
wholly without pre-arrangement. But 
public feeling was excited to the point at 
which an incident suffices to cause ex- 
plosion. 

The immediate cause in the present in- 
stance seems to have been a nee 
about 2 P.M., between some 
and the Police, Thé Police declare ye 
Chinese attacked them ; ‘the Chinese, that 

use pres However 

this may be, the fact remains that a 
policeman on his beat at the western end 
of the Rue du Consulat was maltreated by a 
crowd of about 200 Chinese. He was hit 
in the side, his sword taken hold of from 
behind and pulled from the scabbard, his 
shako knocked off, and the man was other- 
wise beaten badly. Some Europeans | 
passing came to the rescue, and con- 
veyed him to the Central Station. The 
next thing heard at the Station was | 
through Mr. Percebois, the Inspector | 
of Roads, “who came in with his 
wife and five children” Mr. Percebois 
howed wounds ‘On his head, and stated 
that his house had been surrounded, the 
vindows smashed in, the rooms gutted, and 
that the place: wih bed being set on fire. 
He had been injured by stones, while lis 
wie had been dragged | ‘by the hair along 
¢ ground. She managed to escape down 
the Rue Wekwei however, and three sailors 
from the mail steamer Tigre—who were 
es ssssulted, and one of whom lost his 
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watch—secured ee illny of the children 
and brought them to the Station. M. 
Barbe, Chef de Police, sent to advise 
the Consul-General of the disturbance, 
oa went with the Police at hand, 
under arms, to disperse the crowd. When 
they arrived they found a great number 
of Chinamen, dancing in rings, with 
the clothes of Mrs. Percebois parcelled 
out amongst them, after having gutted 
the house and smashed everything to 
minute atums, The house was a per- 
fect wreck from top to bottom. The police 
fired three or four shots, as M. Barbe 
states, in the air, to intimidate the mob. 
M, Barbe at this time received in- 
structions from the Consul-General advis- 
ing prudence and a quiet bearing, and he 
accordingly prepared to retire his men, 
feeling that, with weapons in their 
hands, they might be apt to retaliate 
ifor the stones flung at them. An- 
other reason for retiring was that a 
report had reached M. Barbe that the 
Municipal Hall, which he was compelled 
to leave comparatively unguarded, had been 
attacked by a section of the mob. While 
ey were coming back, M. Barbe states 

that he heard some shots fired, but that 
they were not*by his men. - As soon as they 
ot back, the Municipal Compound was 
y surrounded, and the. mob began to 
down some wooden railings und smash 
amp posts, Opposite the main entrance 
two Europeans in a trap were stopped and 
compelled to gi back. Sentries were then 
placed all round the compound, inside. 
_ About7 o’clock the mob again came to the 
charge, and set fire to M. Percebois’ house. 
M. Charrier’s stables, exactly opposite, 
were also set fire to, as well as some new 


Chinese houses in the Rue Hué, in the. 


same neighborhood. The mob prevented 
the mafoos from taking out the carriages 
stored at M. Charrier’s, which were there- 
fore ‘destroyed, but the ponies got away. 
About this time a lieutenant of the 
French gun-vessel Couleuvre came on the 
with twenty men, and took com- 
mand of the situation. Fifteen volunteers 
were sent under a sergeant of police to 
rotect the gasworks, and remained there. 
police did not return to the scene of 
the fray. | 
 At9 o'clock the East Gate Police Station, 
where only four men were placed, was 
attacked, and twenty sailors from the 
U. 8. 8. Ashuelot (of whom a detachment 
of eighty with one gun had been landed) 
were sent there. Forty more were tem- 
porarily stationed in the Consular Com- 
pound and the remaining twenty at the 
Hotel Municipal, where they were quar- 
| tered in the large hall. A hundred and 
fifty Chinese soldiers from Kaou-chang- 
‘meau were also sent in by the Chinese au- 
thorities, at the request of the Consul-Ge- 
neral. The Chihsien was asked to secure 
ten of the leaders of the mob, in order 
to afford a clue to the real raisers of 
the disturbance, but up till 10 p.m. 
only three prisoners had been made. 
Many of the Chinese in the neighbor- 
hood of the fires and of the Municipal 
Hall began to remove their effects, owing 
to warnings they had received from 
the rioters that their -houses would be 
burnt down. M. Barbe’s detectives had 


reported on Saturday morning that an in- 


Ps ». 
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cendiary attack was being planned, but he 
had hoped that it only related to a mass 
gathering of the Ningpo men, such as had 
already been held. 

About 6.30 M. Voisin, Chairman of the 
French Municipal Council, sent a request 
to Mr. Fearon, Chaivman of the English 
Council, for the support of the 8. V. Oi, 
to which Mr. Fearon replied that he would 
lose no time in taking steps to give the 
desired aid. Mr. Fearon did so after 
consultation with the Consuls and the 
Commanders of the Naval forces. 


nae 


The foregoing relates almost wholly to 
the attack on French property, but with 
this the mob had not stopped. Following 
up the attack on M. Percebois’ house, they 
at the same time assailed the neighboring 
one, tenanted by Miss Maclean, late of the 
Union Chapel Mission. Here they knocked 
in the windows, and assaulied the inmates 
—Miss Maclean, and Messrs. D. Cranston 
and Weir (chief-engineer of the steamer 
Gordon Castle.) Mr. Weir escaped with 
fortunately slight injuries, but Mr. Cran- 
ston received a severe wound on the head — 
from a stone, as well as other injuries, which 
have necessitated his removal to Hospital. 
Miss Maclean was thrown down the stair 
of the house and roughly treated, but upon 


her calling out to the mob in Chinese 
that she was not French, they desisted, 


and friendly hands helped her toa plies 
of safety. The furniture of this house 
was then partially saved by foreigners who 
went to the scene after the French police 
iad checked the mob. The appearance of . 
a wumber of foreigners and the Chinese 
authorities—the Chehsien and Magistrate 
of the French Mixed Court—restored a 
season of quiet ; but still the mass of Chi- 
nese remained on the open space between 
the places attacked and the Ningpo joss- 
house, and surged about excitedly. At this 
time there were probably over 6,000 
Chinese on the ground. The Chehsien 
and his chair were the objects of hostile 
demonstrations, but he was ultimately 
allowed to pass through. One Chinaman 
had been shot, either by the police, by Mr, 
Percebois, or by a friend who had been 
with him when the house was attacked, 
and round the body a dense mass of his 
countrymen were gathered. 

About 6.30 foreigners began to leave the 
scene, under the impression that the worst 
had happened, but as it became dusk 
the rioters returned to work. They flung 
‘stones very freely at) passers-by—Mr. 
Fisher (of Messrs. Muller & Fisher) was 
cut on ‘the temple and mouth, and had 
some teeth knocked in, while driving 
along the Rue du Consulat in his carriage 
with Captain Lowell; and, we believe, 
other cases occurred. At 7 p.m. the 
fire-bell again announced that incendiarism 
had been resumed, and it was found that the 
premises mentioned in the particulars fur- 
nished us by M. Barbe, had been fired. A 
number of (French) volunteers and firemen 
were stoned, and shots were fired and 
bayonets brought into use, with the result 
that at least five more of the rioters lost 
their lives, while several were sent to hos- 
pital dangerously wounded. 

We should remark here that, throughout 
the whole affair, the. Fire Brigade did 


efficient and valuable work. We cannot 


May 9, 1874. 


Tis. 99,000; this year they are again 

, set down at the latter figure. These are 
the only noteworthy changes on the 
revenue side of the budget. 

Under the heading of Expenditure, 
more changes are proposed. Two 
great steps in the right direction are 

_ made, in reducing the General Establish- 
ment and increasing the appropriation 
' for Works. And we are glad to see 
the Council admit that there is fur- 
‘ther room for retrenchment, though 
it has not been in their power to 
,carry it into effect during their year 
, of office, as several of the officers’ 
, agreements do not lapse till near the 
send of the current year. A total 
» reduction of Ts, 8,300 is proposed, and 
,is likely in the main to he carried out. 
, Tis. 3,500 are cut off from salaries, 
)Tls. 300 from office furniture, Tis. 800 
ifrom stationery, the usual Tis. 1,000 
ifrom printing; and an item of Tls, 621 
rexpended on an iron safe (!) does not 
jrecur. Various minor sayings are con- 
«templated, all more or less feasible. 
uThen the Volunteers, -who cost T's. 
¥10,000 last year, are estimated to cost 
«only Tls. 1,500 during the ensuing twelve 
«months; and no item in the budget will 
Hbe more readily voted, after the events 
yof the t week. A deficit of Ts, 
v 15,899, left behind by the Council of 
» 1872-3, does happily not recur ; so that 
ithe present Council have a considerable 
E prospective surplus to dispose of. — 
» Weturn now, naturally, to the head- 
sling of Public Works, and are not dis- 
wappointed in our hope of finding that a 
‘large additional sum is appropriated 
wunder this head. Tis. 91,657 are set 
ridown, against Tls. 82,657 last year— 
' the increase being entirely allotted to 
4 Roads and Drainage. Much less will 
“be needed for Bridges, Bunding, and 
v¥ most other items than during the past 
year, and the Council are thus able to 


nset down Tis. 44,500 for Roads, and | 


‘aTls, 12,000 for surface Drainage in the 
Chinese quarter. The Works Com- 


mittee recommend that all the public. 


thoroughfares in those localities should 
sabe provided with curbs and side chan- 
enels, to be connected by sinks and drain- 
 ‘fpipes with the large sewers. There 
- ®ean be no doubt this will be a wise 
feconomic as well as sanitary measure, 
Atfor curbs and side channels preserve 
"the roads (by draining them,) at 
~the same time that they improve the 
®sanitary condition of the houses. The 
"plan has already been applied in many 
of the back thoroughfares with suc- 
Olcess, and its general adoptign is recom- 
dmended..- An increase to the staff 
hof the Nuisance Department is also 
hadvised, to enable more strict en- 
hiforcement of sanitary measures. An 
“appropriation is made of Tis, 2,000 
4:for the extension of the Seward Road ; 
tand of Tis. 3,000 further, for improy- 
| Xing or purchasing new lines of road 
‘ a occasion may offer. 
_*! “We have now glanced, at the chief 
‘items of regular actin sme 
ber of other improvements are set down 
M for the Ratepayers’. consideration, the 


| politic stroke. 
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outlay for which will require tobe met 
by loan, if they are effected. Chief 
among these are the Municipal build- 
ings, the construction of a bridge across 
the Soochow Creek at the end of Honan 
road, and widening where possible the 
main thoroughfares of the Settlement. 
We have urged now for years that 
steps should be taken to effect this 
latter object; and have regretted to 
see it persistently neglected, while the 
difficulty becomes every year greater. 
Buildings are being constantly erected 
close on the road, where strips of land 
might have previously been purchased, 
and the possibility of widening streets 
throughout is yearly lessened. And all 
this while the traffic is increasing and 
the prospect of overcrowding becoming 
more imminent. Unless it is deter- 
mined to allow river encroachment free 
course until the channel is choked and 
the Settlement extinguished, the widen- 
ing of our thoroughfares demands earn- 
est and immediate attention. 


THE EMPEROR'S VISIT TO THE IMPERIAL 
TOMBS. 


Tue account which we published last 
week, of the Emperor's return from 
his visit to the Western Tombs, was 
very curious and interesting in many 
important respects. As our corres- 
pondent noted, the arrangements con- 
nected with the procession were made 
with great discretion, and an impressive 
effect will in all likelihood be produced 
by the pageant on the popular mind. 
The young Emperor appears not in a 
chair of state, half hidden from the 
loyal gaze of his loving lieges by blinds 
and curtains, but as a Tartar Chief 
should appear—on horseback. The 
steed is not certainly a very dignified 
charger, but it is becoming that the 
Sovereign of China should show him- 
self in the saddle, and the spectators 
had probably never seen a goodlier steed 
than the iron grey pony lately immor- 
talized in the Peking : 


Choo, and the subsequent decoration of- 
that hoary student with a silver medal 
were graceful incidents, and admirably 
calculated to i 
lined the road. The inherent reverence | 
for age renders it peculiarly pleasant 
an Oriental to see the Head of the 

refusing the society of the young, and 
expressing regard for the counsels of 


son of Solomon—the Edward un of 
Jewish history—rejected the advice of 
the elders amd listened to the prompt- 
ings of his youthful courtiers, his. doom 


possibly commit so fatal a blunder 
as to neglect the respect due to 
age. 
bition of it which the Emperor 
gave recently is, therefore, a wise and 
The man so graciously 
decorated on this solemn occasion was 
a scholar; and thus the Emperor’s act 
appeals to another large class of the 


| eyes. 


The recognition of the venerable 


gratify the Chinese who |, 


years and experience. When Rehoboam |. 


was sealed. No Eastern Prince can 


The rather ostentatious exhi- | 


population, ‘and indicates sympathy with | 


405 
another object of national | 
Scholarship as well as Age is ido}... 
in China. If a native were tayo 
English History, he would proba} 
think little of ward 11, of Henry , 
or Henry vu, and would reserve ali }; 
admiration for the crowned peday 
James 1. A learned King is 1h, 
beau ideal of all that is estimable, com. 
sees the ; at Peking 
going out of his way to pay respect {, 
Age and Scholarship in one person, the 
Chinam eee ae glories of the 
ancien | | 18 proportiona 
elated and hopeful. ” 
The published account gives us ap. 
other fact worth noticing. “ Indeed 
I have no doubt,” says our correspon. 
dent, “ that there were Chinese present 
near the Wang-hae-low from every pre. 
fecture of the Empire ; for it must be 
borne in mind that at this time there 
are collected in Peking, for the examina- 
tions for the Tsin-sze, several thousands 
of Kew-jin and their followers from 
every part of China.” The rivalry 
existing between the various provinces 
in the empire is very great. One dis. 
trict glories in surpassing another in 
the number and dignity of the literary 
honours that its inhabitants attain ; and, 
as we all know, great efforts are made 


eee 
each place may be rated by credit. 
able and frequent mention on the Class 
List. On this oceasion the Emperor was 
seen by the picked men of his great 
Empire. It was not a mere mob from 
the lanes and alleys of the Northern 
Capital, but scholars from every pro- 
vince, who were favoured with this 
sight of Majesty. It was, then, the 
nearest approach to a Royal Progress 
through the country, that we can hope 
they saw their Ruler with their bodily 
| That they were awe-struck we 
have uo reason to doubt; but after all, 
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Editorial Selections, 
 egp RIOT ON THE FRENCH CONCESSION. 


qu origin of the riot on Sunday was | 


, difference between the French Muni- 
cipal Council and the Ningpo Guild, 
about two roads om the Ningpo 
Joss- House. se roads —running 
«oath and west close under the walls 
‘of the Joss-House—have existed on 

per for ten years; but the Council 
have lately begun to metal and roll 
them; and the Ningpo Guild at once 


pemonstre my | have resulted from so trifling a cause, 


old graveyard belonging to the Guild, 
and over an infinite number of coffins. 
The graves we believe were levelled 
during the military occupation of 
Shanghai by the allies, and the Chinese 


have never since attempted to raise the 


mounds; but their tradition was not lost, 
and the running a road over them 


seems to be regarded much as we 
should regard a road through an old 
cemetery. The Council may urge that 
the whole French rae ge was 
original a cemetery , and that there is 
» nee Sa for objecting to the 
present roads than to any others. But 
the Chinese had little voice in the 
earlier days, and may perhaps object 
the more, the more nearly the roads 
approach their Joss-House. Besides 
which, it is said, they have a vague 
further fear that’ the Burial Ground 
‘across the road may also be encroached 
on. In ordinary cases, a foreigner buying 
a piece of land with a grave on it can 
have the céffin removed by paying some 
compensation. But the case is different 
with the land in question; itis a pauper 
burying ground, and crowded with 
coffins, the flimsy construction of which 
in the first imstance makes removal 
after a term of years a serious 
dificulty. The objection to emptying 
a cemetery too, is naturally stronger 
than to removing a solitary coffin. Much 
repressaieiiiie: al been made by the 
Guild to the French Council and the 
Consul-General, in this sense ; and work 
had, we are told, been suspended for a 
week or ten days, pending negotiations. 
An interview had in fact been arranged 
for Monday afternoon, between certain 
members of the Guild and the Chairman 


of the Couneil, on the subject. The 


outbreak is therefore less intelligible 
than it would have been, had the matter 
been forced to a conclusion in defiance 
of the Chinese wish. The inference is 
either that the people must have thought 
their wishes were being disr : 
and, by constant talk and look. 
ing at the work begun, excited them- 
selves to riot—or that it was the result 
of an accidental collision with the 
Police, which acted as the match to fire 
the train, 

Unfortunately, however, the merits 
of the case are almost put aside by the 
outbreak, Many think the Chinese feel- 
ing 4 natural 
would have 
what the direction of the r 
their views. But what might have 


to re-open the negociations so violently 


of individuals is more likely to in- 


cannot be wisely'-yielded to violence. 
The is now completely changed ; 
and the Consul-General will, we pre- 
sume, feel it incumbent on him to 


demand redress and compensation for | 
of their representative passed by the 


the injury done to _ individuals 
and to property in the Oonces- 
sion, before the wish of the Guild 
can be again listened to. After quiet 
has been restored, and full repara-. 
tion has been made, it will be time 


interrupted... Though regretting in- 
finitely the riot and loss of life which 


this is, we believe, the general view of 
Foreigners in Shanghai. 

The trifling value of the point at 
issne makes this loss of life the more 
deplorable. The roads in question are 
by no means important thoroughfares, 
and the offer which we understand was 
made by the Guild, to lay out at their 
own expense an adjacent track, might 
have been accepted without public in- 
convenience. It is one of the unfor- 
tunate consequences of the riot that it 
puts both parties more widely asunder. 
Just as the French Council cannot yield 
to mob violence, so the Chinese are en- 
raged by the loss of life that has occurred. 
In this case it is not so easy to judge 
after the event, as the old proverb 
declares. Violence can only be repelled 
by violence, and the firing of soldiery 
on @ riotous mob is often a necessary 
act of severity. But in this case no 
organised force was present; had it 
been so, ib is likely that the mere dis- 
play would have been sufficient to dis- | 
perse the rioters. A Chinese mob is 
sayage, but far from brave; and the 
appearance of a Company of Marines or 
Rifles with bayonets atthe charge, 
would have cleared the street. In the 
absence of organised force, the action 


flame than to cow the insurgents; and 
an individual is only justified in shoot- 
ing @ man, to punish or repel an act of 
violence. Whether the fatal wounds 
inflicted on Sunday were all given 
under this provocation, it is difficult to 
say. No doubt great provocation was 
given, but the fear in such cases is that 
the innocent too often suffer for the 
guilty, and that irresponsible men may 
act where responsible officers would see 
reason to refrain. 


I, 


Smyce writing the above, we regret 
very much to learn that the Consul- 
General has,—in opposition to the 
wishes of the French Council, in op- 
position also, we believe, to the wish of 
his colleagues, and in opposition we 
are sure to the general wish of the 
community—summarily ceded the ques- 
tion at issue tothe Chinese. And he has 
done 80, apparently, not only without 
informing the Council but without 
consulting his colleagues who had so 
frankly supported him. The transla- 
tion which we print. elsewhere, of a 


proclamation issued by M. Godeaux in 
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the course of the afternoon, vouches 
for the first of our assertions; the 
dignified and firm language of the 
Treaty Consuls in the minutes which 
we also publish, vouches for the second; 
and the vote of censure on the action 


Municipal Council at their meeting yes- 

terday, supports thethird. Diplomatic 

courtesy may prevent M. Godeaux’s 

colleagues from expressing their feeling 

so freely as we can express our own. 

But we have no hesitation in saying 

that he seems to us to have been 

latking in courtesy towards them, 

towards the American and British Na- 

val Officers, and towards the Volunteer 

Corps, who were all supporting him, by 

his sudden surrender. Even the view 

of the Taotai, as expressed in the brief 

report of the Consular Meeting, vir- 
tually condemns M. Godeaux’s action ;| 
and H. E. went further, if we are not 
misinformed, than he is there reported 

to have done—he thanked Foreigners 

for the assistance that had been ren- 
dered by the display of force on Sunday, 
in repressing the riot. We believe we 
may fairly say that the Foreign Com- 

munity of Shanghai has, for years past, 

endeavoured to establish good feel- 

ing with the native residents, by 

a considerate treatment of all sub- 

jects of dispute. And we repeat our 
belief that, in the present instance, the 
sympathies of residents on this side of 

the Yang-king-pang are not altogether 

in favour of the French Council on the- 
actual point at issue. It is thought 
that the roads were unimportant, that 
the prejudices of the Chinese were real, 

and that an earlier concession, or dis. 
play of a disposition to concede the 

point at issue, would have averted 

much trouble. But we are equally 
sure that we express the view of all 

foreigners in saying that the precedent 
of yielding to mob violence is a dan- 

gerous one; and that, after the in. 
cidents of Sunday evening, no word of 
concession should have been listened to 

until quiet had been restored and the 
rioters punished. M, Godeaux’s action 
can hardly fail to encourage the 
Chinese in a belief that riot is a good 

means to their end, in case of future 
dispute. But it will be unfortunate 
for them if they attempt to repeat their 
tactics, in dealing with a Consul cast| 
in a sterner mould. 


THE MUNICIPAL ESTIMATE. 


THe estimated Municipal revenue for. 
1873-4 was Tls. 230,202, and the actual 
income was Tls. 236,500. The estimated 
revenue for Tis. 1874-5 is Tls. 237,160; 
and we may hope that there is sufficient 
elasticity in our finance to yield a small 
surplus. Otherwise, income and ex- 
penditure are exactly balanced in the 
Estimate. The hope of increased income 
is based on the Foreign House Tax, Land 
Tax, Jinrickshas, Native Cargoboats and 
Native Houses of Entertainment. The 
Wharfage Dues were estimated last year 


to yield Tis. 95,000 and actually gave 
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one who knows what a Chinese soldier is ; 
and their bearing will be very apt to cause 
collision with some foreigner who under- 
stands Chinese and dislikes to be scowled 
at. Besides, it is weak to have Chinese 
soldiers protecting (!) a foreign settlement. 

We have received a copy of the Munici- 
pal Budget Estimate for 1874-5, which we 
review at length elsewhere. The income 
for 1873-4 (including Tls. 21,000 raised 
by loan, and Tis. 7,500—proceeds sale 
of iron bridge) was Tis. 265,005.96, and 
the expenditure Tls, 264,844.97 (incluad- 
ing Tis. 15,899 deficit left by the Council 
of 1872-3). The estimated income for 1874-5 
is Tis. 237,160, and the estimated expendi- 
ture exactly equal. 

‘The postponement of the Annual Meeting 
of Ratepayers from the llth to the 18th 
inst. is notified, various causes having 
hindered the publication of the Report for 
the past year. 

A sale of Race ponies was held on Tues- 
day at the Horse Bazaar, when nearly 50 
were offered.. Half. the number were 
actually sold, at prices generally from Tis. 
50 downwards. For Doubloon the winner 
of the Griffins, Tls. 450 were offered, but 
he was reserved at Tis. 600, and Maron 
Glacé was bought in at. Tis. 375.. Pice was 
sold for Tis. 150, Jossakeed Tis. 100, 
Gownee Tis. 80, Alone Tle. 55, Savernake 
Tis. 40, the rest generally at lower rates, 
unless bought in. 

The A. LD. ©. gave their fourth perform- 
ance for the season on Wednesday. It had 
been intended for Tuesaday, but the alarm 
on Monday night interrupted the dress 


rehearsal, and compelled a postponement. 


Fortunately, as the mail day has chauged, 
it was not driven on to an inconvenient 
day, and came off with the success that 
always attends A. D. ©. entertainments. 
“(In Possession” did not go off with quite 


' the amount of life a farce should, though 
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some of the parts were very amusingly 
sustained. ‘‘ Checkmate,” however, was 


capital throughout; the leading parts 
cleverly done and the subsidiary well filled. 


The scenery also evoked applause. The 


Orchestra under M. Remusat played three 
selections in their usual admirable style. 
We publish to-day the minutes of meet- 
ings of the French Municipal Council for 
April. At the meeting of ist April, the 
Chairman was instructed to express to the 
Consul-General the regrets of the Council 
upon a measure entailing the closing of 
Chinese Theatres, and affecting conse- 
quently the Municipal revenues, The sum 
of Tis. 1,000 voted on behalf of the Shang- 
hai General Hospital was maintained in 
the new Budget. The Secretary was in- 
structed to enquire of Mr. Thomson re- 
garding the value of a piece of land in the 
village outside the West gate, taken in order 


to widen the Sikaway road—with a view |— 


to compensating the owner. The Council 
rejected the request of the Trustees of the 
Ningpo Joss-House that they should alter 
the direction of the Ningpo and Saigon 
Roads—which had been defined since 1863. 
It will be seen, therefore, that the Chinese 
were agitating this question fully a month 
ago. Draft proposals of the Pudget for 
1874-75, and a project for retiring allow- 
ances for the employds of the Secretariat 
and Police, were read, and the documents 
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ordered to be circulated among the mem- 
bers, for their consideration. 

At the meeting of 14th April, the Coun- 
cil again ordered application to be made to 
the Belgian Consulate, for the return to the 
Municipal Archives of the documents 


for 1874-75 was adopted, as well as, in 


requested to inform M. Aymeri that, in 
consequence of the decision of the Council 
in the matter of road lines and encroach- | 
ments, certain houses constructed on the 
Quai des Fossés must be placed to 
the line determined by the Road Agent. The 
Council approved the expressions of thanks 
addressed by the Chairman, in its name, to 
the Chief Engineer of the Shanghai Fire 
Department, and to the Commander of. 
-H, M.S. Cadmus, in recognition of the as- 
sistance afforded by the force under their 
orders during the recent large fire in the 
East quarter of the Concession. . 

It was agreed, by arrangement with 
the English Coungil, to designate the 
bridges across the Yang-king-pang by 
numbers ; that connecting the two Bunds 
being No. 1, and those. at the inner roads, 
from that up to No. 8. The Council did 
not recognise the necessity for erecting a 
new line of telegraph, proposed by Mr. J. 
D. Bishop, and intended for the transmis- 
sion of fire alarms between the Municipal 
Hall and Kin-lee-yuen Godowns, seeing 
that a line already exists communicating 
with the East Gate Police Station, but 
a short distance from the terminus sug- 


j gested, It also considers that there is no 


need to replace the wooden by iron posts, 
Mr. Hennequin was appointed Municipal 
representative on the Board of the. Gas 
Company, in succession to Mr. Mackintosh. 

The body of a marine, dressed in full 
uniform, was picked up in the river on 
Saturday morning. It was past identifica- 
tion, but is supposed to be that of @ man. 
named Mullaney, who while on guard at the 


gangway of the American man-of-war 
Lackawanna, early one morning during her 
recent stay in this port, suddenly fell over- 
board in a fit, to which it appeared ne wae 
subject. 


last quarter of 1873. The Shanghai report 
was however, as usual, issued separately, 
in advance ; and we have already sum- 
marised its leodine features. 

Our Pexine Correspondent writes that 
the Peruvian mission was to leave for 
Tientsin on the 27th, there to conclude 
negociations for a treaty, with Li Hung- 
chang.—The examinations for the degree of | 
Tsin-sze commenced on the 23rd. 


of the 1st May, we learn that the report 
in reference to a revolution in Conza was 
‘generally believed by the Chinese ;” and 


that news was expected ina few days, as 
to whether the country would again per- 


mit Western Sipeiieslials Me-ao te 


frontiers. 


shortly, en gered pact cin 


‘squadron under his command, and, after 


deposited at the Consulate as evidence 
in the case of Godaert. The Budget | 
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principle, the project of retiring allowances |: 
already mentioned. The Secretary ere 


We have to acknowledge (rather later , 
than usual) the Customs Gazette for the | at 


}for some hours ; happily a high 4 i 
prevented it from spreading. —The F; oe 
A. D. ©. gave their last. 
the season on the 27th. 

_ Conflicting news comes from Japan 


papers unanimously Re 
sesiokes adaualie ae ab 


doned, and seem to think thers ie on a 
tention to divert it towards Corea, By 
the reason given. spe apes 
the adverse attitude which. China s 
inclined to take, would probably be foul 
to operate also to some extent in the ca 
of Corea. Yet it muight-be supposed fr 
the small force which China is. reportel 
to have sent to Formosa, that it is only, 
corps of observation. In opposition, hor. 
ever, to the intelligence from Yokoham 
is that from Nagasaki, which tells on} 
of active and extensive preparation, 
Either the orders said to have been sent 
there from Yedo have been disregarded, 
or the rumours set afloat on the North, 
were simply a political blind. At any rate 
up to the time the New York left Nagasaki 
(Monday), ten vessels are reported to hare 
started for Formosa, The later departura 
included the Stonewall (ram,) and tw 
| merchant vessels, the Giraffe and Bohemia 
All ate officered by Europeans, and pro 
vided with the latest | warl 

So many as 7,000 troops, it is believed, 
will soon arrive at the seat of oper 
tions, and recraits were coming in daily. 


vessels chartered to carry troops or store 

ition, in case of a compli 
tion between China and ‘Japan, has bee 
brought up ; and we understand that it 


article which we pees ‘elsewhere from 
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‘ing out the first policy is apt to be 


| said, been applied in China; and though 


President of the Chamber of Commerce, 


late Anson Burlingame here indeed 


but one stroke from the hammer of 


‘in which the policy we have sketched 


lating manner in which it has been 
| supported. When the Earl of Strafford 


motto was “Thorough,” and a policy 


402 


yet on the whole continues fairly to hold 
‘ts way by the innate force of reason- 
sbleness. One moment's relaxation or 
indecision dissipates the advantages, 
moral or physical, of the first ; but when 
men have once admitted the appeal to 
their reason, the same arguments which 
went far to egnvince them originally 
can be again applied with more telling 
force. A mistake committed in carry” 


fatal; many false moves in the second | 
may be recovered by careful and 
well balanced argument, subsequently 
brought into play. 

Both these policies have, as we have 


neither has been-exelusively practised by 
any nation or any one set of diplomatiste, 
we may not be far out in denominating 
one as more peculiarly the French, 
the other the Anglo-Saxon style 
of extending our influence. It is 
dificult to comprehend the acknow- 
ledged failure of the French to gain 
a strong footing in Asia, unless on 
some such ground as that they have 
failed to attract the reason of the people 
to their side. Saigon stands alone as 
French territory in the Far East, and 
it scarcely needed the lament of the 


to show how much that colony failed in 
the ordinary evidences of prosperity. 
French Government is upheld there at 
a great expense; but French trade or 
French influence, apart from what is 
kept up by actual force, has no real 
existence. We have recently had many 
examples of the style of gaining con- | 
cessions which we have first mentioned. 
It is in no spirit of reason that we 
see edifices like the church at Feng- 
hwang-shan dominating a large district 
of country. The Shining Cross of the 


uprears its head; but under cireum- 
stances to which the Founder of Chris- 
tianity was a stranger. Thesame may 
be said of the cathedrals at Canton 
and Peking, and other edifices of a 
similar class. We are glad to see every 
blow struck at the degrading influences 
of Féng-shui and its attendant evils, 


reason is more effective than a hundred 
dealt under the influence of force. 
Even more damaging than the method 


out has been inaugurated, is the vacil- 


was sent as Viceroy to Ireland, his 


Qhinese Gnild been in the first place 


Che A.-C. Berald and @. €. & C. Gasette. May 9, 1874. 


tian, in his recent pamphlet on the Irish | 
Judicature, puts a somewhat similar 
phase of affairs not inaptly. “There 
are modes of dealing with Trish dis- 
affection, one of which is sure to fail, 
the other to succeed if only it be con- 
sistently and resolutely persevered in. 
The first is alternate bluster and cajole- 
ment—to-day proclaiming that at all 
hazards the integrity of the Empire 
must be maintained, to-morrow that 
the wishes of the Irish people must be 
deferred to, which ‘Irish people’ the 
enemies of the British connection in- 
variably assume to’ mean themselves. 
These things but add fuel to the flames. 
The other mode is steadfast, persistent, 
uncompromising action. I do not mean 
physical coercion, but the sort of action 
which will be most likely, if anything 
can do it, to supersede the necessity for 
that ultima ratio.” 

Recent events in the French Settle- 
ment are only the natural result of 
attempting to carry out the first named 
line of policy, Had the ideas of the 


consulted, to all appearance no occasion 
would haye been afforded for ill-feeling. 
The differences about the line of the 
road might readily, as the event has 
proved, have been adjusted without ill- 
feeling or detriment to public con- 
-yenience. The Counc’', however, per- 
sisted in what they believed to be their 
legal right, and when their measures 
met with opposition, the bad precedent 
of concession was resorted to, The 
position unreasonably assumed in the 
first instance was finally yielded when 
it. became evident that its retention 
must lead to the employment of force 
not at the command of those at the 
head of affairs. We fear much lest 
the events of Sunday and Monday 
last be the forerunners of further 
trouble. 


Summary of Hews. 


The -English mail of the 20th March 
arrived on the 3rd inst. 
The American mail of the ist April ar- 
rived on the 6th instant. 
A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe by 
the M. M. steamer Tigre. 
A mail leaves for American on the 11th 
by the P. M. str. Golden Age. 
The following Reuter’s telegrams have 
been received during the week. 
The Canadian Parliament has established 
Tea Daties: Black, three cents ; Green, 
four cents. 
Mr. Hunt’s representations on moving 
the Navy oo as to the unsatis- 
| factory condition of the iron-clads, was 
much discussed in the Commons and again 
debated y. Mr. Childers defended 
the late administration, but Mr. Hunt 
maintained his views. A suppl 


—— 


The Wakefield and Stroud elections 
have been annulled. 

An overflow of the Mississippi has in- 
undated 14,000 square miles of . Louisiana, 
Arkansas, and Mississippi, including a 
portion of the best cotton plantations. 
There is famine in Asia Minor, 100 are 
dying daily. 
There has been an overflow of the Tigris, 
which has flooded , 

Hostilities have recommenced at Biscay 
on Tuesday. 

The Carlists have been defeated, and 
driven from:Abanto and their other posi- 
tions, and retreated nearer to Bilbao: It 
was reported in Madrid yesterday, that 
Serrano and Concha had entered Bilbao. 
Serrano and Concha have entered Bilboa 
on Saturday amid great rejoicings. The 
Oarlists are dispersing through Guipuzcao,. 
There is a Military Levy of all Spaniards 
over nineteen. 

Russell questioned the Government on 
the ag a of the maintenance of peace. 
Derby replied that, looking at the em- 
bittered feelings of France and Germany, 
some ground for apprehension may exist, 
but that he saw no immediate danger. 

The Commons debated the Protectorate 
of the Gold Coast. Mr. Lowther declared 
that the Government were anxiously con- 
sidering the matter, and consulting official 
recent experience, and would shortly 
doclare a definite policy. 

26,000 men have struck at the Durham 
Collieries against the reduction in wages. 

The Ozar has arrived at Berlin. 

The Dudley election has been annulled. 

Serrano and Topete have returned to 
Madrid. Concha is commanding the Army 
of the North. 

The following private telegram has been 
received from London. 

Tea market dull, prices rather easier. 
Great caution recommended in regard to 
fine Teas. Indian supply estimated 24 
millions. 


The great event of the week has been 
a serious riot on the French Concession, 
in which several foreigners and Chinese 
were badly injured, and eight Chinese 
killed. The origin of the riot was an ob- 
jection by the Ningpo Guild to certain 
roads which the French Municipal Council 
wished to run alongside their Joss House, 
and which the Guild declare would pass 
over land that is full of graves. They had 
been remonstrating for some time against 
the Council’saction, but so far ineffectually, 
although the question had not been closed. 
[t is difficult to learn the immediate cause 
of Sunday’s outbreak—whether it were the 
spontaneous act of the Ningpo men, (of 
whom there are many thousands in Shang- 
hai,) or whether it were inspired by the 
Guild in the hope of supporting their re- 
monstrance. We incline to acquit the lat- 
ter, and to attribute it to an accidenta 
collision with the police, which in the ex- 
cited state of popular feeling was sufficient 
to cause outbreak. At any rate the riot wasa 
most serious one, and necessitated the 
ealling out of the Volunteers, and the 
landing of men from the American and 
French men-of-war in harbour. The Con- 
sul General gave in to the demand of the 
Guild, on the second day, and quiet was 
restored. Full particulars will be found 
on other pages of our paper. 

Matters seem now to be perfectly quiet 
on the French Concession, and it would 
be well to withdraw the Chinese soldiers 
who are stationed about the streets. The 
Chinese themselves dislike their presence, 
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LATEST MAIL DATES. 


Latest Mail dates in England, from China, 
Sheneeet” cba 13 6} Received 16th Mar, 
PIO REE SRSA oti 
BIRTH. 


At Shanghai, on me 6th May, Mrs. G. W. 
Courrs, of a daughter " 


MARRIAGE. 
On the 7th March, Waurer Mitier Nonron 
(late of China and Japan) to Awnre, eldest 
a, of James Cana of Malmesbury, 


DEATHS. 
At Shanghai, on the 2nd inst., Mary Eprru, 


ey prep on D. and M. E. Bishop ; 
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| ently applied. On the one hand » 


may make the scheme which we intent 
to have carried out, without consultatio: 


| with those to whom it has to be applied 
* | and by force of character or the 


make a request, support it by argu 
ments, and without any undue display 
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the neces oe: ‘@hoalasing into deeds the words used 
oo  Pby thelr Ambassador at Pekin, . The portion of Formosa 


8 wished to operate was aaly safely ACs 


» step Was ae 4 the eget #0 obvious- 


ded, | that . te be:dous should be done quickly. 
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While, 
however, the decision of the Government was still pend- 


jing, two of the Southern clans burst into rebellion, and a 


diseontent had long been smouldering, was 


“tg f not so aly prevented from joining thom by the promise of 


} foreign expedition the preparations for which were 
Irendy far advanced. The necessary mén-of-war were 


It of | made ready, stores of shot, shell, small-arms and ammunt- 


» favour of it, there. were five which 

‘against it, It is quite true that the 

arisen oma Japanese sailors by the For- 

caus had aroused deep and violent wing 
no of the svnlneeny pl . as 


bs » ooal 
kin, and’ the 


ther Inst year with instrnetions to this effect should 


re pressed the question upon the Chinese, and doubt- 
s might have Same 80) in such a manner as to ensure 
proper solution. Cer ain! yy however, he should have 
10 to some clear written understanding with the Chi- 
e cither that they ‘would themselves inflict punishment 
pn the Formosans, or agree to such well defined scheme 
h the same object as might have then been drawn up. 
is to be feared that this was not done. The Japanese 
sbassador held high and perhaps menacing, but not de- 
te, language. It may be doubted whether written 
utes passed between himself and the Chinese Minister 
Foreign Affairs ; while it is certain, that whether or 
the Japanese at that time contemplated an expedition 
the scale of the one recently equipped, the Chinese did 
for a moment expect it, 
he loose action of the 1 mba: 
od by the sence, the 
‘ner who knew, at that time’ at least, but little of the 


ntry, its condition, | the sources of its weakness aud its 


—_ failings, and who may easily have been deceived 


gard to the solidity of its views and intentions. Gene- 


Noy and posiéenhd of stant sores experience of the 
ind of Formosa, whither he had some years previously 


on despatched. on a mission from the U. 8. Government, 
De wred on the seene just: when the Formosan affairs were 
upying the attention of the Japanese Cabinet, and was 


roluced to the Foreign Minister by Mr. Dr Lova, late 


‘. Minister to this. country. We intend no offence 
eh We say that. a i lc at ‘and soldier of fortune 
ld hardly resist a chance of. advising and acting ina 


hjunctare so inviting and congenial, — Hoither were 

ressed with any grave | o 

« of advising a showy 

cut some other ou k nots. 

her was ready to ake the chances which a high position 

th ee pee ober nk extended tohim. The Jap- 
“the bait once or bibejad and at last 
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Jor was further compli- 
the advice, and the designs of « 


| tlon were shipped, transports were chartered, and arrange- 
‘ments were made with other foreigners to accompany the 


Expedition with greater or less responsibilities attached 


to the posts they filled, An amusing paragraph in large 
capitals appeared in one of the local foreign papers saying 


| that “war had been declared against Formosa,” and not 


|many days afterwards the movements of the men-of-war 


jand the transports showed that the day of departure was 
at hand. Meanwhile the Foreign Representatives, some 


sooner, others later, and with more or less overt action, | 


‘seeing that an expedition of a warlike or filibustering 


character was on foot, forbade the subjects or citizens 
of their respective nationalities from furnishing it with 
transport or personal assistance The question was na- 


turally discussed by the Press, and it was manifest that 


all sonnd opinion was unanimously against the undertaking. 
But more than this. Rumours came across the water from 
China that one large man-of-war had been sent down 
with troops to Formosa, that further re-inforeements were 


} expected, and that China evidently had no intention of 


permitting the Japanese to setile affairs with the Formo- 
sans in a manner wholly uncontemplated by the Cabinet 
at Pekin at the conference on the suabject with their Am- 
bassador. On the 17th instant a notification was issued 
by the Prime Minister to the Departments of the Govern- 
ment stating the reasons for and the objects of the Expe- 
dition ; but it was recalled within twelve hours, and it 
was a that another, involving some modifications 
of the original, would be substituted for it. Suddenly, 
however, rumours were flying abroad that the sailing of 
the Expedition was postponed, and a little later it was 
generally known to be countermanded. 

When Job sat down among the ashes he was condemned 
to listen tosome scalding advice, and Japan must reconcile 
herself to the same fate. It is perhaps unnecessary to 
ask whether the presence of the Chinese frigate off For- 
mosa, the appearance of an unusual number of troops on 
the Island, and the rumour that further re-inforcements 
were on their way thither, have had anything to do with 
this sudden change in the intentions of the Government, 
though inferences to that effect will assuredly be made 
abundantly. Let us hope rather that some communica- 


p sen: » | tions have been again opened up with China whieh pro- 
 poliey which. ipronmiaed to untie 
1 knots, dazzled the one ; and the 


mise to effect by peaceful means the object desired by the 
Japanese Government; that the countermanding of the 
Expedition was due to the preponderance of some wiser 
eouncil in the Cabinet than that which determined, on it ; 
and that the cruel humiliation to the country ‘ 


| this lamentable miscarriage will awaken its s 
| some more serious sense of their responsibilities. than 


they uow apparently possess. Mistakes which ‘might 


{have been made without shame or disgrace before. the 


country was opened, are now published to En pe 


on to Pekin r nD d | America a few weeks after they are committed, a < 
8 believed that Gen- — Sond which transactions of such weight ne thi 
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awaken in foreigners abroad the greatest distrust of the 
Japanese Government and character, | 

“Whom the gods intend to destroy, they first confuse.” 

The moral of all this is that thought must precede ac- 
tion; that it is folly to enter upon serious’ enterprizes 
without a sufficient consideration of what their probable 
consequences will be; that the complaints which even 
foreigners favourably disposed towards the Japanese make 
of their lightness of character, their want of foresight, of 
tenacity of purpose, of serlousyess and earnestness, are but 
too well fonnded ; and that no nation can make more thin 
the most superficial progress in mere externals which 
fuils to discriminate between the specious, unsound and 
too often interested advice of those who can gain its ear 
by flattering its vanity and humouring its whims, and the 
wiser counsel given by those who have no interest but the 
good of those to whom it is given, and whose assured 
position and tried experience are gnarantees that thelr 
counsel will be disinterested as well as sound, 


THE FORMOSAN EXPEDITION, (No. 2.) 

N° information yet given to the public is adequate to 

explain the movements of the Formosan Expedition, 
which somewhat resembles a new planetary or cometary 
body the elements of whose orbit are not yet so far known 
as to enable astronomers to determine it accurately. We 
can only see that the body has been propelled so far by 
various forces acting in different, perhaps in opposite, direc 
tions, and that, as might be expected from this, its course 
has been irregular and erratic in a marked degree. It is 
sufficiently well known that Oxuma Suicenosv repaired 
to Nagasaki to despatch the Expedition, and it is believed 
that Saico the younger wasin favour, even if not to go 
in command, of it.” But within two days of the departure 
of the Finance Minister orders were telegraphed to stop 
it, and Oxvso, the Home Minister, was again despatched 
to Nagasaki, whence he had only arrived a few days 
before, to enforee the latest orders of the Government coun- 
termanding it. But the Nepaul, with one hondred and 
fifty men, ammunition, stores and provisions, left Naga- 
saki for Amoy on the morning of Tuesday, the 28th, and 


to sea on the morning of the 2nd instant, bat returned in 
the afternoon of the same day on account of the bad wea- 
ther and heavy sea outside. The Nagasaki Express, 
from which these latter particulars are taken, goes on to 
say that over two thousand men have already been des- 
patched for Amoy and the remainder will follow shortly. 
Meanwhile Oxcro and General Le Genpre, the latter of 
whom, we believe, was to have taken charge of the land 
forces, are on their return to Yedo, while Oxuma Suige- 
norv remains at Nagasaki. The fact that the fleet has 
gone to rendezvous at Amoy would seem to argue that 
some understanding had been arrived at between the 
Chinese and Japanese Governments on the subject of the | C8" 
Expedition, though the latest accoumts from China report 
that the Government at Pekin knew nothing of any 
agreement under which it had been sent, and very dis- 
tinctly asserted its claim to the whole of the Island of 


Formosa and to jurisdiction over its inhabitants. The} 


Japanese Government is now in the awkward predicament 
of having a fleet and transports at sea containing a very 
considerable number of its troops acting in defiance of 
its orders, and liable to be regarded as filibusters, if not 
as pirates, by the rest of the world, and especially by a} was 


neighbouring Empire with which it is anxious to remain | his resignation of offic 
on good terms. What may be the exploits, or what the | fm s—and d we think that 


to evaia and save the Mone Pra sas bsolute ag di Bee 
cule by shelling a few villages on the coast wit ; a : " 


sion on their coasta which no - preliminary pase ieee 


‘any validity oan explain or justify, and may bring py eet 


to bear on the Expedition w 
in which case a very miserable 
and sailors, and the gravest Empire, 
which conld never abandon men whom it had prepare 
to carry ont its orders, and who, so far probably as the 
are aware, may imagine that they are now “executing 
the Imperial commands. Nor must it be forgotten in - 
conjecturing the possible fate of the Expedition, that Na 
ture is its enemy at this time of the year, and that the 
Chinese might almost leave to the violence of the mon- 
soon a task for which they may possibly be disinclined, or 
might feel themselves unprepared, 

But while this and many other contingencies present 
themselves, a European, writing on these subjects, would 
be very much mistaken if he regarded as inevitable, con- 
sequences which would in one way or another assuredly 
overtake such an Expedition on the other side of the 
world, where the working of mens minds is controlled by 
more definite and better known laws, and where cause and 
effect have relations which do not seem to belong to them 
here. Human natare indeed is the same in either hemi- 
sphere, and the gales which destroyed an Armada would 
under similar circumstances destroy a Japanese Expedi- | 
tion. So far Burope and Asia agree. But the 

of Asia are altogether beyond ge by the wong 
and resemble nothing so much as the perplexities into 
which Mother Hubbard was thrown by her dog. 

The luck of the Japanese, which certainly has stood him 
in good stead more than once, may come to their rescue in 
this most extraordinary conjuncture, and the result of it may 
be as unexpected as it is incalculable. But uo sane man 
would stake a farthing on the chance of such a result, and 
jadged by all ordinary laws of international conduct th 
Expedition mast be the prelade to aseries of disasters, i 
not of humiliations, to this « ry, which will retard its 
progress indefinitely, and convert feelings : rhich, at th 
moment, are only feelings of irritation and alienation int 
sentiments even more undesirable still, It is of Tittle use, 
however, speculating upon contingencies which, after all, 
may illustrate the paradoxical proverb that nothir 
pens so certainly as the improbable. The sword presenter 
‘by the Mrxapo to General Le Genpre should be retarned, 
—in a napkin,—and if, like the pound lent by the noble. 
man ina certain parable, it has not been put to employ- 
ment, the owner of it may safely plead that it was not for 
| rewards of this nature that he left the service of his own 

country and sought that ot His Turemtan Masser. — 

But before we leave the subject for agi pries and al- : 
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trifling punislinoad awarded to which was neither a adil 
to him nor a deterrent to others. Then came similar 
memorials from others who had borne high office which 


they were compelled to resign, but in the act of resigning 
which they had impeaclied the Government of a course 


of action ‘to which they had themselves been partics, pre- 
cisely as the Finatice Minister had been to the expenditare 
against which his memorial was directed. Then came 
the Saga insurrection, by joining which—with whatever 
motives—Yetd Shimpei, a Cabinet Minister, lost his head. 
Now -we have the Formosan Expedition, which has left 
J 

1 contrary. The Chiefs, disregarding discipline, have 


/ feted on their own views and responsibilities. And, last- 


ly, breaking ont in another place, we see the disease im- 
- pelling a miserable sergeant of police to senda squad of 
his men into the British Legation and take thence a servant 
_ of the British Minister, an act which will assuredly bring 
troubles on the Government, not the least of which will be 
the difficulty of punishing the offender. Each man acts 
on his own will, be he minister, captain or sergeant. 


Take but degree away, untune that string, 
And, hark, what discord follows! each. ne: meets 
In mere oppugnancy. 


And this is what has been done in Japan. 


The general's disdained 
hint one » nen below; he, by the next ; 
That next, by him beneath ; so every step 
Exampled by the first pace that is sic 
Of his superior, grows to an enviou< ferer. 


“The specialty of rule hath been neglected "—and evil 
ever has, and eyer must, come of this. 


REPRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS—THE 
REPLY OF SOYEJIMA, GOTO 
SHOJIRO AND ITAGAKI. 
day topics which last week extorted the close attention 

of every one interested in the fortunes of this 
country were so absorbing, that it was almost impossible 
to find time to diseuss the large question underlying the 
reply, published in our issue of last Saturday, of Sore- 
gima, Géto Sadésred and Tracaxi to the Memorial ad- 
dressed to them on the 26th of January last by Karo 
Hiroyuki, and published by us on the 14th February, on 


the establishment of Representative Institutions in this. 


country. Before entering upon the discussion of this 
-Reply—a task which no foreigner can attack without 
feeling very deeply his ignorance of the machinery by 
means of which the Government of this country is carried 
on—we shall he pardoned for making a short epitome of 
the document which has called it forth. 

‘Karo Hmovvkt first argues that though the develop- 
ment of public discussion is in the highest degree import- 
ant, the civilization of this country is at present so 
backward that such discussion could only be fruitless. 
Referring to the Parliament ‘of England, he says that its 


suecesses may be traced to the fact that it contains a large 


proportion of men whose accurate knowledge of the 


antecedents aad present condition of the country enable 


them to judge what laws are well suited, and will be ac- 
ceptable, to it. He thinks that such men are not to be 
found in Japan, or, at least, not in sufficient numbers. 
Referring to the history of Prussia, he shows how Fre- 
DERICK THE GREAT, though the father of reform in Eu- 
rope, (it is quite clear that he has paid little attention to 
English history), and the author of many restrictions up- 
on the royal prerogative, yet retained to the last the 
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SMITH, ARCHER & Co. 
and wy sc was the same day duly acknowledged by 
e sai | 

| | 9.—Further negociations took place, the Tithe Deeds 

Associates, = ze of the said Quong-loong Property being in d, and 

ane 7 - | the Trustees found it necessary to apply to the Hongkong 

. Hean und others, v. Smith, Archer and others. | and Shanghai Bank to take transfer of a ge on the 

| a anee H. B. Miller and Mr. | said p .. Such ments were made and on the 

| For the plaintiffs, Mr. B. arrange . 

Litchfield : ». ;—— | eavantg-thees the Faint wrote tnd set to the De 

| date . ‘3 } - geventy-t sen e 

| Bs has dants, M nese 1. B, Eames and Mr. fondente a letter which so far as is material was as 
The Associates having been sworn— Be : ee | 

| Mr, Miter proceeded to read the Petition and ) _ Shanghai 8th January, 1873. 

answer, also the various letters filed in Court, and Messrs. SMITH, ARCHER & Co., 
the evidence and the cross-examination of Mr. Stawonal, 

. Blydenburgh taken before the Nese on _ Yo and | ets he 
12th of March, to allow of his departure for America. — t portion o 
The following is the Petition and Answer :— . cies ye Nema the neceuary arrange 

IN THE COURT OF THE UNITED STATES Fag ngkon, henghal nk to take up the 

: ; ortgage in England, and on receipt of I hich 
CONSULATE GENERAL AT SHANGHAL. be bets about Apel bent oe chal be prepared to complete 
BerwEeN Davin Heanx, Tugornitvs Gee Linstrap, | : the yoy SERGE EL ar a ee eC OT 
é ALEXANveE Micuis, Trustees of the Estate of | } to complete the transfer of your purchase you are to occupy the 
: erased & Co. a | punt pee ama Set ss aby f rental as you have previous- 
Wiis1aM Jupsox BLypensuncs, JAMES BANKS _ end on the sixteenth day of the same month the Plaintiffs 
TayLor (out of the Jurisdiction of this Court), . received a letter signed by the Defendants acknowledging 
Gronce Hurinvy (out of the Jurisdiction «1 | Teceipt pf such last mentioned letter and stating that the | 
this Court), Sauce. E. Henrixeron (out of _‘ferms thereof were in conformity with the understanding | 
the Jurisdiction of this Court), J. C. Herrman _ of the Defendants with the Plaintiffs. | 
out of the Jurisdiction of this Court), Lately | 10—On the eighth day of September one thousand 
Trading under the style end Firm of Surrn | eight hundred and seventy-three the Plaintiffs received 

é Ancner & Co. Devendanté—- ‘ from the Defendants a letter as follows :-— 

To = Freperick Sewarp, Esquire, Judge of the Shanghai, 8th September, 1873. 

said Court. : minsinii a 

The Petition of Daviy Heay, Tuwornitvs Gre To Tus TRUSTERS or Messrs. Lanvsay ¢& Co.'s Estate. 
LinsTeap and ALEXANDER Micnie of Shanghai Dear Sins, 
the abovenamed Plaintiffs humbly represents as 


your part in fulfill 


which fatten igioned Ys au ° 
é | Venience begideg expense cond pod hoe a to notify you 
: . tisfac 6 premises we occ 
: effects Menge er hase. the iy of October next, we shall pone 
, Our w w rely from our agreement. Should you 
. be wifline however to release ns at once from such sgveamnans On 
shall be quite satisfied to gp Aang do so, and we would be glad to 


have you inform us without 4 whether you can so release us 
or not, 


We are, dear Sirs, 
Fourg respectfully, 
SMITH, ARCHER & Co. 
fh. &.— We forward a copy of this to the Manager of the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank here. ; 
and on the tenth day of the same month the Plaintiffs 
ae t wrote and sent a reply as follows :-— 
‘ : in conformity with the ision of Shanghat, Lath September, 1873, Ff 
3 Beakraptey Act of one thousand eight hundred and sixty Mexsrs. SMITH ARCHER & Ca., 
-/ one. : . 
_  $.—The said Edward MacCall has long since renounced Dear Sins, 
| the trusts of the said deed, _ Weare in receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, 
MW and while regretting that you should have experienced any incon- 
venience on account of our not yet being able to deliver to you the 
: a Title Deeds for th : you, we can recog- }° 
wi | nise your right on withdraw the bargain. On re- 
| ference to the correspondence which between us some 
months ago you will find there was no stipulation to deliver over 
the at any particular date, but on the other hand antici- 


pating as we did some delay, there was a provision made for any 
t might occur, eke 


In reply to your request in the last parapraph of your letter 
we must say that we are not p to you from your 


2 for acting as we are in our position, even had we the 
= es the power to cancel the sale to the detriment of 


11,—On the sixteenth day of October one thousand 

eight hundred and seventy-three the Plaintiffs received a 

letter of that date + 95% by the Defendants in which, 

: after referring to their letter of tne ¢ighth day of Septem- 

eale’ A ber previous the oe write ; fhe beg now to 

irk commas "ae eR ‘| “inform you that we consider the agreement 

greyed hak gad ache ig St go ‘at an end ahd that we shall hold you responsible 

| 1 paapiaanrs _ “for all Toss or ‘damage we may sustain by reason of 

bis guetta epg : ** your failure to fulfil exit agreement” to which letter | 

i a iis Shanghai, 6th September, 1874, ae Plaintifis replied on the following day as fol- | 
Messrs. SMITH, ARCHER & Co, — a “lows :— 


R4nquat, 17th Uctober, 1874. 
Mussrs. amiTh, akoner & Co., 
SHANGHAL, 


m Sins,—We are in receipt of your letter of the léth instant. 
ng that ag you have oe Se Tithe Deeds for the pro- 


Eimear tha the agreement have purchased of ua, you 
: the ; ment is at an ca, We can only refer you 
phe 

that we 


v of the 10th September and repeat what we then anid, 
not reeoguise your right to throw up the purchase for 


the re we gave then. We have every reason to expect to re- 
ceive the Title Deeds for Use land in qhestion by the next or fol- 


_ ¥2.—On the fifth day of January, one thousand eizht 


hundred and seventy-iour, Mr. John Ashton the At- 
_ torney of Plasntiffs D. Hean and Tf. G. Linstead wrote 
and seat to the Defendauts a letter as follows -— 


ee 4 
é 2 ae i 
1% A wR yy © top ae > 


ee Co.'s Festate. 
rteenth day of Januaty, 
ight Hundre:! and seventy-four the 
handel to Mr, R. T. Rennie who was! 
itor and Counsel for the ed, 
ants all such papers relating to the Quong-loong Pro- 
rty as the et Mr. Rennie required, and the said 
Mr. Rennie after perusing the same on behalf of the 
Defeadants returned them to the said John Ashton. 
14.~The Defendants did not then make any ob- 
jection to the Plaintiffs title to the said—Quong-loong 
property but on the twenty-sixth day of Jan one 
thousand eight handred and seventy-four the Plain- 
_ tiffs received a letter signed by the Defendants as 


follows -— 


a 


' mae - 
2 ee oe 
;\s 


, Suancual, 26th January, 1874. 
| To the Trustees of , 
Messrs. Linpsay & Oo,'s Petare, 

Dean Sime,—- With reference to the Tithe Deeds of the Propert 
vceupled tw na, we have not heard from you since your nete St 
instant, tiferming us that the pa reached Shonghai. 

Will you kindly produce im intely to us or our legal | 
Mr. Eames the evidence of your title aad your authority to transfer | 
i the property. 
| - We are desirous to close the matter at once if the tithe proves to 
t 


be perfect, as the writer is preparing to leave for home very soon. 
Yours truly. 
Se irH, espe & Co., 
n 


And in reply to the said letter the Plaintiffs the 
next day wrote and sent to the Defendants a letter as 
follows :— : 


é in Liquidation. . 
SHaNonAl, 27th January, 1874. _7.~ The defendant believes thut Mr. Ashton did de- 
Mesens, Surrn, Ancusa & Wu, - liver to Mr. : ting to the Qi ¥ 
SuANGHAI, s 
Dear 81ns,——We are in receipt of your 

that you had not heard from us since the 
the Deeds of the Property oceupied by you 
produce immediately te you or your 
evidence of our title and our authority to transfer. 

We nk the be some error in this 


one thousand eight hundred and. seventy 
Plaintiffs caused to be prepared a conveyance | | 
-said Property and at the De te’ | . Eames 
said Draft to Mr. Rennie who was then av : ) fe on where the Ti 


Defendants’ Solicitor an:! Counsel for 

of about the third day of Fe | 

the Defendants wrote and sent to the 

stating that they refused to complete 

se d i¢ : 
6.— 


| LP fe 
have not alleged to the Plaintiffs or to 
sufficient reason for so refusing to exooute the said con- 
veyauce. 5, eae 
17.—The Plaintiffs have always been ly 
willing and still are ready and willing to execnt 
conveyance of and transfer the said Quo 
Pedy Bron gammy yeni dants 
and declined and still refuse and decli 
| transfer of the said Estate or to perforr 
meht with the Plaintiffs for the pur 
The Plaintiffs therefore pray aa follo 
1. —That the Defendants may be 


eat ey: 
+ 
al 


the 


NRE eB a 


ee Cee ere 


ee 


) | f . pak. Rae a 1 a See of the 
Hi coecd g Huntinerox (out of the Jurisdiction of 
J.C, HerrMan (out of the Jurisdiction of this Court.) 


ee 
: ANSWER, 
In the Court of the U.S. Consulate-General, Sha 
_ of Taxpsay & laintiffs— nS. 


Co, 


Sa pomen 


they con- | 
fendants | 


‘the Plaintiffs wrote to defendants that |) 


had received the title deeds, and although 


yf — a August, nity pr 2 
write stating their willingness to accept if the [7 
title ati ; he (the Beer Counsel), | 

change, contended that the contract really opened 7 


; he 
on the 10th January, 1874. Next, as some doubt 


existed as to Mr. Ashton handing Mr. Rennie the © 
pers, he should. call Mr. ton to prove it. 7 
Mer Autom banded. dr. Rennie, on behalf of 
the defendants, the title, and on the 16th January, | 
1874, he sent him a Deed of Conveyance of the pro- | 

‘to Defendants, which they refused to accept. # 

, 1874, defendant writes they 

promised title deeds, and |~ 

be sent to Mr. Eames. The |” 

and returned | 


7 
‘Te ? 


the deeds at 


ill of costs, or |. 
they were able | — 


: ff 
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| the 


a ‘could.be | 
hai Bank. He had | 


cE 
Ss *<4 
i es Sa ae as Sse? 


to examine the title of the land. He rv- 

em m ten days, when he told witness hc 

examined them, He did not know jf he hande«| 

. Rennie a draft of the canyevance. He thought 
he had. He was t when the letter of 3rd 
February waa read. A copy of the Deed of Ar. 
rangement mentioned in that letter, and also the two 
Powers of Attorney, were in Court, Those were the 
papers that appeared at the British Consulate with 
the mortgage and release, They were produced to Mr. 
sol for the purpose of cancelling the mortgage, 
and there no exists any mortgage on behalf of 
ay on the Quong-loong property. 

ver produced is the Chinese title deed of the 


lt 

authentication 

on of defendants. 

ag could he delivered 

up, as per February, is quite true. 
e statement in the «ame letter that the propet | 
Chinese title deeds could be inspected, is also varrect. 
Mr, Rennie told him that he ha l inspegted the three 


_ witness had given him, and he aleo believed 


. Rennie hac.inspectad the deeds at the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank. Witness left Mr. Rennio 
at the Bank one afternoon, and he said he was 
then going to inspect them. It was hetween 


the 13th and 20th January. Mr. Blydenburgh had 


made no. complaint to, him since the 10th January. 
He had not given him any reasons to think that he 
would repudiate the contract on the grounds stated | 
in the 11th paragraph of the answer, 

By Mr. poy ere Waa samedelay in procuring | 
the title, and Smith, Archer & Co, gave notice on the 
wth June of theirinstention topurchase. The Trustees 
declined to consider it a contract without further 
reference home, Was hot aware that Smith, Archvr 
& Co, were auxjoua to complete the purchase. Mr. 
Blydenhurgh wrote several times after June 187”. 
He supposed Mr. Blydenburgh -might have bee 
inconvenienced by the want of repairs. Gaye Nr. 


| Rennie the — about the 13th Jamey, a873. 
The copy o 

_ the same one as that produge, here to-day. Have 
| the copy that was yapanced to Mr. Rennie. 


the Deed of Arrangeyont Was 1rot | 


Mr. Puuaie asked him for the papers relating to 


) the transfer of the Quang-loong property, when he 
* met him one day. Gave Mr. Rennie the copy Deed 


of Arrangement, and told him the. othey papers were 
at. the Hongkong and Shane Bank, ‘Knew the 


} papers were at Hie Peak: 48 he had seen them there. | 
j neh the (tmese tithe deed a few days after | 


h January, 1874. 

Mr. Eames: How is it ‘that the title deed, 
though dated 20th January, 1874,.ia made out in the 
name Mr. H. H. Lindsay, and not to Lindsay's 
Trustees ! Z eee 

Mr. Miner objected to.the question, saying if the 
title deeds were to be gone inte, he should like to go 
inte the whole question, andnot-to pick them to 

ieces now. It was not the question now before the 
ourt. 

Mr. Eames said a Court of Equity could not foree 
a bad title on a purchaser, It was against common 


- 


sense and justice, 


The Court however allowed the objection. 

Examination continued.—The -ground belonged to 
Mr. H. H. Lindsay, and he assigned it on the Ist 
May, 1866, to the trustees, by the Deed now in 


Court, He received that copy by last mail. Have 
not presented it to Smith, Archer & Co. Have 


reason to complain of Smifh, Archer & Co., in not 
taking up the contract, but not before. Gave Mr. 
Reni all the papers at one time, so far as he could 
rememier, Gave Smith, Archer & Co., notice that 
he considered their letter a contract to purchase 
about November 1872. ‘Took no ey to complete 
the title between June and November, 1872. He 
sent for the new copy of the Deed of arrangement 
because he was advised to do eo. Did not know if 


there is anything wrong with the previous one. 


Re-examined.—The. letter produced dated let 
July 1872, was received by Mr. Michie. The 


_ Chinese titledeed was in the hands of the Rouges 
© 


and Shanghai Bank on the 4th February, an 
m0 


ve also. 
“ema said he did not iutend to call any 


_ evidence, and in accordance with the rule of the 
Court, Mr, Miller could proceed to sum up the case 
| for the plaintiffs. 


Mr. Mitizer then summed up the case for the 
plaintiffs. He contended that the Present was no 
e sh 


The case stood b 


t was reasonable to infer that the vendor 
owed a reasmmable time. He would 
3 that from the 16th January to 


the 3rd February, 1874, was not a reasonable ti . 
The plaintiffs hae cS se ttheir title. — 
There had been noobjection until the 20th January,¢ 

no opportunity had been afforded them of rem } 
the iaalens: ‘Then they had received sy 
objections, with the addendum “ ar “thers.” 

hy were not all the objections stated? dant 
od Mg the awn The fact Ypty 
: en was anxious to go home, HG not 
| vik aoe their claim with the others on Smith, 
Archer and Co,, and without reason treated th 
laintiffs in a summary manner. The | 
informed the defendants where the d a | 
and they should have examined them, 
what objections they made a then. have 
| been removed, After the action been com- 
menced, they file a defence totally different 
to their previous statements, — the ) 
} really commenced on the 10th January, and the 
plaintiffs had no time to clear objections. The 
mortgage claim had been settled, As to the title 
| deeds, the defendants must prove, if they object to 
| them, that they cannot be made proper, and that the 
| Deed of Arrangement is not properly authenticated. 
| In the “ Law of Contract,” p. 189, it says the 
purchaser cannot raise an objection after the contract 
to purchase is complete. With regard to the 
suggestion thrown out as to the defendants losing 
money in consequence of the delay he wouid refer 
the Court to the cases of . 

pp. 483-84 in Sudor’s Leading Cases. Before ier | 


| Court gave a decree he would urge them to consider 
| the short time the Plaintifis had had allowed them 
jand thought it must grant the prayer of the 
petition. . 
His Hoyor observed that he did not see how the 
Court could grant a decree for a breach of specific 
| performance, without a good title was shown. 
Mr. Waryewricat then rose to reply on the case on 
behalf of the defendants. He would have to trouble 
| the Court with a sketch of the case from his point 
of view. (The léarned gentleman then to 
review the whole case as given in the petition and — 
anewer, and also by the letters re | 
evidence of Mr. Blyden taken de ). | 


He said the case by defendants claiming 
| their right, under the contract, on the 20th June, | 
1872. The plaintiffs were unwilling vendors, and — 
and after referring home it was not until November | 
that year they agreed to sell, and then took steps in | 
the matter. He would draw attention to the fact 
that it was not until nine months after the — | 
i ! t 


Lame 

hai. It was hot the 5th January 

| 1874, that the vendors gave notiee to the defendants 

caste tion nat tha. ak Ta ny, ad ha ete 
wrote a. ¥..on Pit anuary,. that ie 

| was conddaeed by the plaintitis as a waiver of all 

is 5 eee fonnd in order. It was the 
natural act of a man « 


| 16th October, 1873—and, therefore, a letter with a 
strict condition. It appears there was then a meas— 
two lawyers ix the way—both acting 


ted. 
The Court.—Is not this a eat 
his case ta do so. It was a document no prad 
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‘| which bears date the 29th day of June, 18 


also stated that ay wished it done in 

fortnight, which was not dove. The learned gentle- 

man said he would not trouble the Court with more 
etails, but would say a word in 


' to rendering 


ms; 5 ae Me taintained Was one 
PL Ae not foree a contract 
trot im & position 
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' to give a good title, : 
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IN THE COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
. CONSULATE-GENERAL, SHANGHAI. | 
| Between David Hean and others, Trustees of the Estate 
' ‘of Lindsay and Compory, and Wilkiam Fudson 
lydenburgh, lately trading at Shanghai and 
elarwhere wider the style or firm” of Smith 
Archer & Co. sek 
ob the ines involved 

ception of th es inve can only he 
y the perusal of the letters which passed be- 
tween the parties. I shall gly quote all those 

which are inaterial to the case, in their proper order. 
1 On the 6th of 6 ee 1871, Alexander Michie, by 
his Attorney, ©. J. King; David Hean and T. G. 
| Linstead, by their Attorney, John Ashton, acting as 
| Trusteés of the estate of Lindsay & ('o., wrote the 

following letter to Messrs. Smith, Archer & Co. -— 

_ “Referring to several. conversations between your 
| Mr. Blydenburgh and Mr, Ashton, on the subject of the 
renewal of lease of the Quong Loong Property, we now 
place before you the terms which we believe have been 


‘| mutually agreed upon. 


**1.—-You te continue in ion of the premises as 
tenants, from the Ist day of January, 1872, to the. 31st 
day of December of the same ig the same ternrs, 
and conditions, as contained in the lease now existing, 


9.—You are to have the option of purchasing the 
whole premises, land, &c., fur the sum of Sixty Thousand 
Taels ; such option to be limited to the 30th June, 


| 1 the same day, Messrs. Smith, Archer & Co., 

| answered this letter in the following terms :— 

| ‘Acknowledging receipt of your favor of 6th instant, 
w beg irm the arrangement detailed therein 


melee 


Par 4 : “+ : as % 
2: % yt a ‘is wy A ’> J & ee 
Wee” ees i SA igen FP aac? : 
pS Whig va . + i 
i ff 
+ 


ee be ate y oe) 
. we ; % ae ’ : x. 
= : 5 ’ fi 
- : a 3 
" . . ‘ b a 4 a 0 P r me ra h, é 
If me Dy ae ty = ae ae a s » 
a? Bes e Pa ; ‘ 
7 cd 
? : Le et eee ‘ PP gic 4 m ¢ “ 
B. de Py sas gee tig sg 5 
; 4 
as J 
- 


ae EE Oy eR, CBS SH 


ook 
3 “ x a hy <4 x 
- my > py mati vtg f et Ay 
Ar ibis Qe. era a TPS ile 
WE AE ih 8 ge i, * ' bay . 
ais 


nae ae 
and on receipt 
here about 

s * a * * a fo ere 


‘It is further understood that until such time as we ‘ 
are enabled to complete the transfer of your purchase, | 
you are occupy | | ' 
vearly rental as you have previously paid, pro-rata for | 
the time. oceupied. 3 

On the 7th of August, 1873, Mr. Ashton wrote to “Mr. 

Bl ef the house of Smith, Archer & Co., as 
follows } : 

“You will be glad to hear that the Hongkong and | 
Shanghai Bank have received a te from Landon, 
dated the 31st July, as follows-—‘ 18 ae . 
now settled, £25,000." We may expect the papers 
the end of the next month.” | 

On the 8th September, 1873, Messrs. Smith, Archer 
and Co. wrote to the Trustees as follows :— 

‘*In view of the long and unreasonable delay on your 4 
| part in fulfilling the ent made between us matiy — 
months ago, which delay has occasioned us much an- | 
noyance and inconvenioncs, besides expense and loss, we | 
now beg, to notify you that, unless clear and satisfactory 
title to the P ces we occupy shall be furnished us by | 
the 15th October next, we shall reserve our right to 
withdraw eutirely from our agreement. Should you be 
willing, however, to release us at once from said agrev- 
ment, we shall be quite satisfied to have you do so, and 
we would be glad to have you inform us without delay [ 
whether you can so release us or not.” e 

On the 10th of September, 1873, the Trustees respond- f 
ed to this letter as follows :— | 2 

‘We are in receipt of your letter of the 18th instent, 
and while regretting that yuu should have ox- 7 
perienced any inconvenience on account of our not’ yet +s 
being able to deliver to you the title deeds for the pro- § 
perty purchased by you, we cannot revognize your right 
on that plea te withdraw from the bargain. On refer 
ence to the correspendence which passed ‘between us 
some months ago, you will find that there was no stipula- 
tion to deliver over the property at any particular date, 
but, on the other hand, anticipating as we did some de- 
lay, there was a provision expressly made for any that 
might occur,” : wae, 

“In reply to your request. in the last paragraph of | 
your letter, we must say that we are not prepared to § 
release you from your agreement, for acting as we are in 
our positions, even we the will, we have not the 
power t) catieel the sale to the detriment of the estate.” | 


On the 16th of October, 1878, Messrs. Smith, Archer 4 


aml (o. wrote to the Trustees as follows :-— 
‘* With reference to our letter of 8th September last, 


notifying you that, if clear and satisfactory title to the ; 


premises we now rom were not furnished us by the 

Ldth Ovtober, we sh reserve our right to withdraw 

from our agreement, we beg now to inform: you that we 

} consider the “sagen ¢ an end, and that we shall hold 
rou responsi or all loss or damage we may sustain 
reason of your failure to fulfil said cevitenedis.” 

| ‘At our present rate : 

tinue” to occupy the prem 

ber of this year, and we may be inclined 

iste; bat daa da nat, be geet 

; but this not agroea ou, We | 

that you will inform us without delay ma yon wish 


5 


to vacate the premises, in order that we may seek other [ 
On the 17th of October, 1873, the Trustees responded F~ 


— 


perty are 

say & Co.'s 

to that | 

he wased by you in about a week. - 
ry t the transfer, but the Trustees | 
w when it will suit : 


and the title 
ial to have the matter finally 


the premises as tenants at the same 


ee 27th of January the Trustees responded as 


“We are in receipt of your letter of 26th, stati 
ee et wiper” Ce 


deeds of the property "occupied by, you, and 


re se produce immediately to you, or 
legal adviser, Mr, Eames, the evidence of o titles” and 
our authority to transfer. nig ocean ot 
* We think there must he some error ih this matter 
when you imply there is remiseness on our part in 
delaying the tlamsfer of the property im question. As 
{long tack as @ fortnight ago, we handed to Mr 
Rennie all the NEO he asked for,.which, after 
consulting with Mr. Eames, he returned to us. We 
j have heard nothing ollicially from’ either of those 

gentlemen on the subject, and are Waiting to do so, 

We can assure you, we Wish the matter coycluded as 
early as possible, as we are in the meantime paying @ / 
heavy interest to the Bank on the amount of your pur. 
chase money.” core 
_ On the 3rd of Febroary, 1874, Messrs, Smit 
| & Co., in liquidation, wrote to the Trustees as } Ss 

“Since the receipt of your favor of 27th January, we 
have received from the hands of Mr. Ashton the follows 
ing papers, viz.: lst.-—A- paper purporting to. be a copy 
of Messrs. Lindsay and Co.'s Deed Composition. 2nd, 
—Two powers of gape £ to John Ashton, Esq., from 
T. G. Linstead, Esq., and David Hean, Esq., respective- 
ily named in the said paper as Trustees under said Deod 

of Composition, which papers we now return, and we 
beg to infotm you that we are advised that you are not 
| ma position to give a good title to the Quong Loong 
property, for the following reasons among others. 1st. 
Socause the paper tah ae to be a copy of Messra 
Tandsay and Co.'s Deed of Composition is not properly 
authenticated. 2nd.—-Becanse there appears upon 
the registry of the said Jand at H.B.M.'s Consulate, 


im 
itieation. 
» aa ta mortgige in] 


lideed is in SHatg@hat.~ ” “Jewistratina caii He at anyy 
Stime camm@eHad avtedt, Be M.'s (‘onsulate, and Upon come . 
pletion of the purchase will be delivered up to the par®’ 
_ties-entitled to possession: 3rd. ‘The vendors are-trr 
T aep enue of proper title deeds (Chinese), which can 
be inspected. The original title deeds are in the cus-' 
tody of the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, and are 
open to inspection (and in fact, we believe, have al- 
i ready been inspected. by Mr, Rennie upon the pur-| 
| chasers’ behalf.) 
| “We are instructed on behalf of our clients to ask 
| you to complete the purchase at as early aeday as pos- | 
sible to avoid unuecessary litigation ; and to ask you at 
once to acquaint us with any other objections you may 
» have,” 
To this letter Mr. Katnes responded on the 16th Feb- | 
ruary, 1874, as follows :-~ ; 
‘* Messrs, Smith, Archer & Co, have placed in my 
hands your letter to them dated the 4th inst., and [beg | 
to inforni you that, since the first objection to the title | 
offered, namely, that the intending vendors have pro- | 
dneed no sufticient evidence of their authority, as Trus- | 
tees of Messrs. Lindsay & Co.'s estate, still remains in 
full force, it seems to me immaterial whether you ¢an | 
or cannot remove the other objections; and Mensrs. | 


- 


Smith, Archer & Co. still refuse to accept the proffered 
title.” ,’ 
| In. addition to the letters thus set forth, there have 
_ been“produced two copies of a Deed of Arrangement, 
dated in 1866, between Hugh Hamilton Lindsay and 
| others, treding at Shanghai and elsewhere under the 
| style or firm of Lindsay and Company, and their credi- 
tors. One copy is that which. was shown to the de- 
| fendants. The other, according to Mr. Ashton's testi- 
| mony, Was received in Shanghai ‘‘ by the English mail,” 
| say on the 24th of March ultimo. The former copy bears 
| no authenticated stamp, seal, or certificate. The latter 
is stamped on each page, “The London Bankruptcy 
| Court, Office dopy,” but hes no other, or different, 
| sccatbenshoh tian! ere have been produced also the 
| Mortgage Deeds granted on the property in question in 
| favour of the Hon. ‘Mra. Lindsay, anda Title Deed in 
the form usual in Shanghai in the name of Hugh Hamil. | 
ton Lindsay, dated January 20th, 1874. According to, 
the evidence of Mr. Ashton, this Title Deed and the | 
Mortgage Deeds were i: the hands of the Trustees on 
the 4th day of Febrnary last. , 
The first question which occurs is in regard to the 
status of the parties on the 10th of January, 1874,. and 
the proper foree aud effect of the letter of that date. 
"1 find no difficulty in reaching the conclusion that the 
delay which had occurred prior to the 10th of January 
had been so great and unreasonable, that the defendants 
were not longer bound to accept the property. 
If there could be any doubt entertained upon this 
int, the language of Mr. Miller, the petitioner's 
‘ounsel, might set the question at rest. He made no 
all # indicate the binding force of the ori- 
nent; Put, on the contrary, spoke of the letter 
of damuary as ee up a new con- 
Pielanauece had been different. | should 


_ 


% é o4 ’ 


’ 


have eee to the con si yo e ori | 
tract n brought to a close so g aro as 
of October, 1873, under the terms of the 
letter of that date. 

| Having so determined this 

termine tharefleet of the letter 


puso ne as still bindi mich had che sight : ONE 
use in it - terms, to express. such eonditions : 


he al terma which they did use are these : “We 3 wv * agree 


baer en the title to the be > dag - 
pers be fou fad etinely in order, mat tee tla: bee . FA. 


We shall be ged to have the matter finally settled wi 

in the next 

On the 8rd wat heeany they declare that the title 

offered is not sa , aud point out the reasons. 

On the 16th of  Fabeears they gr en that the 
repeating 


is not satisfactory, 
that the Deed 
and saying that, in the 
not material whether o 
tioned hy them could or could not be removed, 
It has been mentioned that the Deed ryt yo 


referred to has been prodtieed to the Court, and 
lacks proper authentication. 


The oljection taken on this ground was therefore pat 
en. 
It appears, however, that another 
nnent has been received at a 
that this bears an autheuticating stamp. | 
It is possible, if net probable, that after the recei ~ 
_this copy the petitioners were ina position to 
satisfactory title, and it remains to be considered wtisther, 
under these circumstances, they can oT insist 
upon the ilefendants accepting the property. 

It is to be said here that the defendant's letter of the 
10th of Janyary contemplated a delay of a fortnight, or 
but little beyond « fortnight. Down to the 3rd of 
February, more than three weeks had expired. Down 
again to the 16th of February more than five weeks had 
ran by, aie beforethe authenticated deed came, two 
and a half nionths had passed, 

The delay thus indicated certain] ee it beyond ” 
competency of the petitioners t , enforce 
of the title under the terms of the letter of tthe 10th of 
January, and leaves me, | think, no alternative but to 
dismiss the petition. 

My Assoviates agree in epproving each step, of the 
foregoing statement and argument. 

| It is not incumbent upon me to go further into the 
., case, amd F shall refrain from Robie te so, excepting to point |) 
out that the second Deed of Arrangement is not} 
‘guthenticated in such manner that I can at all pass | 
: = its character ; that the documents produced do not 
ow any formal cancellation of the mortgage in favor] 
of Mrs. Linke | and that the title deed stands in the 
name of Hugh Etanatieen Lindsay, and is dated long 
stibsequent to the Deed of Arrangement. 
These objections, or failures, if they really be such, | q 
could have been remoyed, I think, if the Petitioners. had Pens ee ee ie oe, Penta s 
roduced an authentication of the Deed of Soe bes) roe: Mabe: git ha Reg 
y H.M,’s Supreme Court at this | ioe eg a 


had produced a Certificate of H.M. 5 : me ioe ie ut 
7 nds: with the care of the Land R ; pe een an a f0M AHOL 
at ergs oe i af 1% AS. 
: 


ning 
uce such pre if 
may weaken their cause or the Appellate Court in 
case an appeal shall be taken. And if no appeal stall be 
taken, the fact that! have pointed out this failure may 
be useful to future ‘the appel se whom I desire to im- | 
press my belief that, the A in San Francisco 
| 1s likely to follow strict ta regard to matter 
. and to form. ee ee ee ee a 
Decree—| dismias the Petition with costs. 
Groncz F, Sewarp, 


U. 8. Consul-(feneral, 


yes a4 wy hy a. 


Approved, 
W. S. Wermone. set ae 
KE. G. Low, ! Associates. 
EK. M. Smira. | 
ogy ai, gb lith, 1874. | 
[LLER. under the 40th Sec. of the United | 
States Consular psec all appeals must be claimed | 
| before 3 o'clock on the follo ong ub but he believed | 
Sundays were excluded, what time notice | 
of ay must be given, | 
oe a 1 such a great case as this went to | 
= Rules n? such 
ssoenit oon ein y different. ot @ 
into it, he was unable to rt. Mile he | 
| he asked for on that ee | 
| t. Mir.iee alld he GIR Sit es atice of appeal, 
iho tht eal pl | 
oxovn said My, Miller might notice of 
appl now, and. _ afterwards sr it out or not as he 
saw fi 


Mr, gre thanked. his Fluone, und gave notice ac- 
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™ et ‘i wa ohms : ; Pee ail ee 
A brig at Tight hanging on the mizen or third 
mast of the Chin-gien-yuen, and a second light was 
held over her side to attract the steamer’s attention, 


. “was then approaching direet, upon them, with 
i ag and dudiminfahed speed, and as thove on beard 
the steamer did not gat to be taking any notice 
of ther as the Chin-gien-yuen was powerless to 
ape from her position, all hands raised a loud 
shout, and created 4 great noise, hoping thereby to 
‘| attract attention, but the steamer came on at great 
apéed, without altering her course in time to avoid a) 
collision, and the said steamer struck the Chin-gien- 
uen towards the afterpart or stern, which caused 
to fill rapidly, and her bow to be soon covered | 
with water, Upon this, all hands shouted to the 
steamer for assistance, to which a reply was given to 
ut the Chinese vessel ashare, Nine of the eleven | 
cond on board the Chin-gien-yuen got into a sampan, 
when the commotion of the water by the steamer | 
cast the sampan adrift. The steamer proceeded on- 
wards, taking no further notice, and shortly after the | 
sampan was cast adrift, the Chin-gien-ynen was ob- 
served to founder, and the two hands left on board 
were submerged and drowned, The remaining nine 
hands were shortly afterwards picked up, and nar- 
rowly escaped with their lives, the Chin-gien-yuen | 
and the whole of her cargo, cargo money, freight, | 
and remuneration for carriage of said cargo, cabin 
furniture, and master’s effects were lost. He need 
ono further. -The auswer set out three breaches. 
irst, that the Manchu never collided with the junk ; | 
second, that the junk was wrong in crossing the 
bows of the Manchu ; and third, that there were no 
lights on the bogt. As to the identity, there was no 
doubt that the steamer was the Manchu, as she was 
the only steamer that passed down that night, and 
in the anawer to the Petition it is admitted that the 
Manchu did come collision with a boat at the spot 
indicated, As to the junk passing the bows of the 
steamer, he would ask the judge to allow him to 
| | , apa, @ read the letter addressed by him to the Taotai, in 
the Manchu came into t } reply to the application of the letter for redress, 
time stated, but admits 2 Chkonp : ) (The letter was here read.) This was a most 
pen Chinese bo | important.statement. of Capt. Speddin:’s, as it showed 
; circumstances | that no vessel crossed the bowa ; that the engines 
F, | were not stopped. In addition, there had been no 
| cross-examination. 
| Mr, WaAINEWRIGHT objected to the evidence of 
| third parties being accepted, as they were not in a 
position to bring rebutting testimony. 
Mr. Cooper said jt was the statement of Captain 
Spedding he had-been reading, given in that Court. 
His Honor said the letter might have been writ- 
ten by his order by his interpreter, but he did not 
recollect the statement. 
Mr. Eames wished to know the rules of that Con- 
sulate as to correspondence, 
His Honor ‘aid they always wrote a letter in Eng- 
- lish first, and then had it translated. The English 
, copy was the orivzinal document. 


| The letter book was here sent for, when it was | 
| discovered that the original differed greatly in the - 
wording to that produced by the plaintiff’s Counsel, | 
| which t urned out to be a translation of a translation. | 


Mr. Coorer held that, although his Honour had ° 
written or directed the writing of the letter, it was 
virtually the statement of Capt. Spedding, and 
while admitting the right of the Court to put an 
estimate on its value, lie considered it important 
evidence on the points he iad referred te, He went 
on ta say that it was hjs desire to suggest to the 
Court that the true cause of the collision was the 
absence of any look-out, and gross carelessness on 
the part of the Manchu, There were two principles 
of law which he proposed to set up in this case, viz. 
(1).—In the case of & collision between a steamer and 
a sailing vessed, the master of the latter, being under 
alarm, contributed to the collision. The Court said 
‘it was not his fault, but the fault of the steamer to 
place. ita in stith.a position. The steamer had | 

er to pass Ab a greater distance, and the error of 
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to proximity to 

— ing there- 

| le to the other. 
to blame, 


gi oc gradaccr ogg 
: e compensation sho id to t 
fa & of the see drowned, He then called, 


po 
itness bought 


the whole time. When 


about N.W., and an inshore 


he ordered a lantern to be pu 
there was a red on 


one. It was a N lantern. 


light some four or five ii ahead, the 


course and went inshore. He w 
The course was charged from 
they first saw the light they 


two and three & off. ders the 


rade vyeenprminiy ig Sy 
a wee When 
crew 


was coming on them they 
more and more. The whole crew 


and glided along to 


steamer took away his 


the after the junk that 
filled—the hole was about 10 feet, 
the crew cried out “Save life,” 
directed them, in reply, to 


lowered their sam an men got in, 
the 9 men got in the 
steamer started, and from her ) 


caused the sampan to 

After leaving. the junk 

the cries of the two men on 
went down shortly 


. 


Saw the masts of 


ob'tin echer' eae dn van. 


them. 
called out to them that the steamer ' 


Nagasaki. Thete was no. 


down that night, Is sure his junk had 
Have not heard of ag tom ‘er 
sure were 


steamer that night. 


displayed to the steamer, According to custom, the 
pn sa take the mid-channel and the 


boats inshore. They could not have 


to prevent the collision on board the j 
7 he Court here adjourned for tiffin. 


After the interval, the witness was 


CY0ss-examined by Mn. Eamus.—He was 


cargo on board, and always sailed on 


ll to Shanghai, and have often brought this ki 


pay Have frequently seiled from 

i 

of cargo, A counterfoil of the certificate lost was 
t 


nee the port where she was regi 
received, 


Cooper said application had been made for 


oars nor sculls in the sampan. 


Wong@-a-Ful, cautioned, said 
Chinhai. Remembered a junk 


—nuen, Was a seaman on board of 


only about three part 
picnls.. There were 


v aH A 


below the Beacon he saw a white 


a 
light he ordered tae was 


N. W. to 
they had got the extra light up they 


saw 


came on deck. ao 


ie 


if 


a; Fs Hl 


off 


Fa 


i 


done anything 
unk, 


hoard in 


ey had 


| told them to go inshore, and they replied there was 


not time, and in reply to their enquiry as to where 


| they were going, they were told fo Nas des 
| the junk b ny, oer the after compart 
ly. 


hey lowered a boat at ones, and some 


immediate 


igot into the beat. They had 


| got into it, but the starting af the steamer 


caused 80 much otion im the water 
that they were drif away; only 9 men 
elthe? oars, 

sculls, mast, or saile in the boat. They were 
picked up about two hours afterwards by a Chinese 

. junk, and were landed at Woosung about daylight. 
Phe last time they saw the junk the stern was sunk 

and the how raised a little. There was no other 


, steamer passed down that night. The distance of the 


' steamer when first observed was from three to five li. 
The junk had got as far as possible from the steamer, 


| through not quite at right a 8% with her head in- 


shore. As the junk yielded the steamer seemed to 
follow them. There was no sudden manwuvre on 

eir part to bring them under the steamer’s bows. 
There could be no blame attached to them, as they 


f did all they could to get out of the steamer’s way. 


He heard the eries of the two men to save 
' them, “but it was not possible, as the tide was against 
| them, and theyvhad no means of pulling their boat. 


,, Cross-examined by Mr. Eamesg.--Is a seaman on 
board. Knew what éargo was on board: because he as- 
sisted to stow. it. Knew there was the amount of 

age he had stated, from the depth of water the 
sjunk drew, Was told the carrying capacity of the 
unk was 800 picals, “The 'ligi ayy as at one on the 

Mizen-mast, and supposing that would be invisible 


"they pat oat another, 'TH lantern Was Kept af i 
a locker. the 
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er, The men were , 
reiug axl the sampan was made | 
me witness was repens xamined, 
_ . N@-sze-San lived at Chinhai, and was 
dealer Was focal & general 
ipy kages of Fish glue and 8 of 
sharks’ fin ere were 200 catties in each a: 
here were 5,400 catties altogether of glue, and 760 
catties of sharks’ fie, Took a receipt for the goorls, 


,and he went aboard 
three-masted boat, but he could not tell her ca ity. 

Jen-tsoone-un@ lived at Leusan, in Chinhai, 
and was 4 broker, A man asked him to ship some 
tobacco leaves in December last. He inspected the 
tobacco on board. The junk was the Chin-gien-yuen, 
There were 126 packages, and 140 catties in each 


The witness was not cross-examined. 

SUNG-PENG-YU spid ~~ shipped on board the junk 
Chin-gien-ayen 120 packages of tinfoil in December 
lant /Mness wrote letters to the consignee at 
Shanghai. He saw the things on board the junk, 
and com the number with the owner of the 
boat. There were cighteon pieces in each package. 

Mr, Cooper said that completed his evidence. 

Mr. ames said he was not aware that the evidence 
for the libellents would be closed to-day, and he was 
| not prepared toe produce evidence for 
his principal witness was away up 


; 


jhe contended on the 


~ 


tis ces wis pew thers ent 
ishi e w presen n 
He one go Ree that could be called at once, 
but he knew little of the case. 

After a short consultation between the learned 
gentlemen and the Court, it was decided to 
call this witness, and accordi Y 
J. W. Onussen, sworn, said he was formerly em- 

loyed on board the Manchu, Was en on the 
i December, and went to Nagasaki in her. Was 
second officer. She left on the 12th. Did not see 
or hear of any collision when going down the Yang- 
tske. Did not feel any shock of acollision. The 
first time he beard Bap collision was from the 
chief engineer, a few days ago. 

The examination of tay witness was conducted 


| under some difficulty, as he did not appear to under- 


stand the drift of the questions. 

. Coorer.—Left 

Was on deck when the 

ship started, and went to bed about a quarter of an 
hour after the ship left Woosung. Got up again at 
4 o'clock. The ship was then at sea. 

It being found impossible to get on with the 
witness without an in , His Honor 


Associates 
‘from the German Consu 


0 ) 
that the witness, and the one to be uced, ald 
be examined to-morrow before OT Ohiat the 
when an interpreter could be obtained 


y—the opposing 


also to be present. 


| 


‘ 


_ Mr. Cooper agreed to this proposition, and the 
cise was adjourned sine die. 


U. 8. CONSULAR COURT, 
Sth May, 
Iw ADMIRALTY. 


Between CHEN-KEE-FUK, @ Chinese master mariner, 
and owner of the Chinese trading vessel called 
the “ Chin-gien-yuen,” of Chinhat; Na-T8an, 
of Loong-sa-po, near Chinhai, merchant ; SaUNG- | 
SHOO-DING, also of Loong-aa-poo, near Chinhai, 
merchant ; oad OHBN-WONG-DYE, of Loong-sa-po, 
(a witow and representative of one WONG-AH-MOK, 
late of Lodng-sa-po; and Cuvu-zune-tzn, of 

_ Loong-sa-po, as mother and representative of one 

Cuvu-an-Zin@, of Loong-sa~po ; libellants, against 
the steamship “ Manchu,” of Shanghai, and — 
DEMOIVRE i. SPEDDING, now or late nuaster of 
the siid steamship, ‘ 

An instalment of evidence for the defendants was 
taken thie afternoon de bene esse, before O. B, Brad- 
ford, Esq., Deputy Consul-General ; Mr, Cooper, and 
Messrs. Wainewright and Eames, being also in at- 
tendance, and Mr, Witt acting as interpreter. 


on the 10th December. / 


(Receipt produced.) The peg the ne ien-yuen, 
er himself, e was a 


- 
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ee 


Witneem Rose, sworn, said he Was chief en- 
rinwer of the steamer Manchu, and was so in Decem- 
er last. The Manchu left.on the night of the 11th 
and 12th December. Could uot say positively what 
time she left, but believed at.12 midnight, Was on 
watch during the night. His watch was from 12 to. 
6 o'clock. About 10 or 20 winutes past 4 o'clock | 
received ordera in the enyine.rdom to * stand by,”— 
then “slow”—then “stop”—then “full speed 


astern,”"—then “stap”—then “ahead, all right,” 
yon de yi ; ae, 
Only stopped a few minutes, On going ahead T went | 


on deck, aud heard Chinese calling eut. Saw on deck 
the chief pyate and the sailing master, Mr. Jones, 
Also saw on the starboard side one mast. I saw a 
emall junk, I saw she had a small spar deck. The 


wes hanging down. Dil not watch the boat. 


if 
| Was on deck three 6v four minutes. Did not see 
whether the boat continued to sail up the river or 


not, Oln ved the orders of the bell exactly as they 
were given, Did not feel’ any shock as if in colli- 
AION, 

Cross-examined by Mr, Caonen.—When I went on 
deck the steamer was going ahead. Had a chief 
and secand engmeer only, Joined the Manchu on 


danuary in the present year. It was. my watch 
when we left Shanghai. Was nat on deck when we 
passed the Kintoan Reacon. Dil not come on deck 
until reljeyed by the second engineer. Did not 
know the course taken, Did not know who was the 


at sea, and a 


contyse the steamer took that night ; knew nothing 
wtdut the track to be followed. It was not very 


ordera were viven by the gong and Nelly: It was only 
2 or 14 minutes from the time of the order to “ stand 


any wind that night. 


until that of starti 


Manchu would stop in her own length, but her engines 


were in good order, and -worked well. Having no’ | 
cargo she had little steam. There was a great.differ-_ 
ence if it was ebb or flood tide in the stopping of | 


a steamer, The Manchu would stop in about 3 min- 
utes if in slack water. Could not say how long it 
would take with a flood tide. Did not hear any 
conversation between those on board the steamer 
and those in the boat. Had no idea how large the 
junk was. Was sure the boat was a Chinese one. 
id not observe any men on board it, The other 
engineer was drowned in the Manchu. 
~examined by Mr. Watnewnicut,—I am an en- 
gineer, and know nothing of practical seamanship. 
To the Covrr.—I de not remember if there was 


ID 


May i2th, 1874. 


_ Che Court look the following additional evidence 
to-day :— 

J. W. OmLssen, sworn, stated: I was second 
officer of the Manchu in December last. I joined the 
steamer on December 10th, and went to Nagasaki in 


an the Oth November last, and left on the 5th | 


officer on deck when the Manchy left, Have often | 
seen Capt. Spedding on deck dyring the night when | 

sa in harbour, bat did not observe him — 
on the night nny question, Did not know ‘what’ 


dark, could have szen a steamer a mile off. All the | 


by ” towthe time of starting again, The time of re-’ 


| otiving the first order to stop : 
again was about three minutes. Could not say if the | 


her. The steamer left for Nagasaki on the 12th. I 


do not know whether it was in the day or the night. | 


The chief mate had the watch until we passed 
the lightship. So soon as the anchor was secured | | 
went below ; this was between Shanghai and Woo- 
sung. I did not hear any shock, as if we had come 
into collison with anything. I did not hear anything 
the next day in regard to a collison. ‘The engineer, 
Rose, told me of a collison after a few days ; this 
was the firet I heard of the case. 

To Mr. Cooprr.—I do not remember whether the 
moon was shining when I went below; do not 
know weather it was calm or windy, If the chief 


Re Ee | 
|, and that in 


officer had the watch, no other officer was on deck. | 
I cannot, y | whether Captain Spedding or Mr. | 
Jones was the master of the ship that voyage. | 
Mr. Spedding did not keep watch this voyage. 
(The evidence of the witness previously given is. 

| it not being certain that he under- | 

ha Sema him, and his evidence not_ 

To THE —It was not customary to keep | 
rc excepting the officer. The pilot-house — 


: 


or 
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Mr. Rostnson 


4,679.45, alleyed to have been paid to the defend- 
ants by fraudulent preference. The Ist and 2nd 
pafagraphs of the Petition sets forth the facts 
regarding - the borrowing of the sum of Tis. 


| 2.500 by L. H. Stoddard of. the defendants; | 
| the 3rd refers to the confession of judgment in 

| favor of defendants on the 23rd September, 1873 ; 

| the 4th mentions the receipt by 
of the sum of Tis. 7,075.19 on the 24th Sept. ; 
‘the 5th states the fact that the same day the 
judgment so confessed was liquidated ; the 


the Orieutal Bank 


6th charges frand, and is as _ follows : — 
That at the time of the filing of the said 


- petition agin the said Lyman Hunt. Stoddard, 


mentioned in the first paragraph of this petition, 
and of the conféasion of judgment mentioned in the 
third paragrapli. of this petition, the said Lyman 
Hunt Stoddard was insolvent, and contemplated | 
bankruptey, and he coufessed the said judgment | 
aud made the payment of the said sum of Tis. | 


| 2,679.45 as aforesaid, with a view to giving the | 
| said defendants a preference over his other cre- | 
| ditors, or to prevent his property from coming to | 
| his assignee in bankruptcy, or to prevent the same | 
| from being distributed under the Act of Congress | 


hereinafter mentioned, and the abevenamed de- 


| fendants received the said sum of Tis. 2,679.45, 


having at the time of such receipt by them as 


|| aforesaid, reasonable canse to believe that the said. 


Lyman Hunt Stoddard was insolvent, and that 


| such payment was in fraud of the provisions of the 
‘| Act of rf 


fgg go 
em of Bankruptcy throughont the 
United He g ;’ the 7th par. states L. H. Stoddard 


| was declared bankrupt on the 30th September; and 
| the 8th that applications had been made for re-pay- 
| ment of the money, and that the defendants had 
| refused to do so. | 


The Answer admits the truth of the statements in 
the Ist and 2ndparagraphs of the petition, but 
denies that at the time of confessing judgment on 


‘the 23rd September in favor of defendants, the said 


L. H. Stoddard contemplated bankruptcy. The 
third paragraph denies that the payment was made 
voluntarily, but alleges it was wader the pressure of 


| the legal proceedings ; the fourth denies that at the 


time of the confessing of jud t Stoddard knew 
he was insolvent, re that the payment was mace 
in order to give defendants a preference over the 
other creditors of the bankrupt, or to keep the same 


from the assignee ; paragraph 5th admits the state- 
aoa 


arayraphs 7 ‘and 8 of the 
recites the arrangement 
Viz, 3: 


ments contained 
yeti ion; . 6th 
“ The ndent, with reference 


o the said defendants, as mentioned 
aid out-of the remit-' 
bh of the said | 
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notes to Mr. Stoddard, at his hovee 


t 
4 


#, ainounting to Tis. 46,200. They 
were not paid) > Mr. Stoddard said he had no funds 
‘to meet them, or words to that effect. 
Mr, Rowinson then a in « letter written by Mr. 
ante the 24th : I 


| | avd oii the. Bb tember, 1873, 2 which he 
» judgment ed i ; informed Mr, Stoddard of the amount of judgment 
‘ Henla and they b good rey | and costs, anc the reply of Mr. Stoddard, enclosing a 
Since had i ge | cheque on the Oriental Bank for the amount. | 
the: Mr. Roprngo® said perhaps the Court would put’ 
: on record the faet»that, on the 30th September, the 
this pa bankrupt filed his petition in that Court, and that 
tions. : the amount of debts were Tis. 106,090.79. 
as to the absetice of witnesses for the plaintiff, 


* : 4 : : 
that ee cos wae the sad The | it was decided that Mr. Wainewright should take } 
bearing on the case were th 39 th. the evidence of — 
cml apes eying details of payments being made A. Paterson, who, being sworn, said—I am 
by persons, either insolvent or contemplating bank. | manager of the Oriental Bank. Mr, Stoddard 
ruptey, within 4 months’ actual bankruptey, states had an account with us last year. On the 16th 
that the payments will be void, and the assignee August received a letter from him (prodneed.) 
will have power to recover aguinst the party receiy- | The memorandum endorsed on the letter was 
ing it. According to the section, it threw upon the written by the accountant of the bank. I have 
defendants the barden EP gp ‘of showing that reason to believe a letter was written to Mr. 
the payment was not e m con tion of _ | Stoddard in reply. I prodnee a letter of the 19th 
pete Ne and was not, therefore, an act September from Mr. Stoddard. I followed the | 
of frand. The 39th section was still wider in its instructions contained in that letter. _I did tele- 
application, and would make any ment au | graph, and received the money on the 24th Sept., 
act of fraud in certain cireumstances. The a ni id Messrs. McLoughlin Tls. 3,000 on the ' 


tion the ‘Court had to decide was, whether the 25th Rept. and Tis. 2,679 to Messrs. Olyphant. 


Te Mr. Rosins.w.—Mr. Stoddard’s had an ac- | 
count with our bunk, but when he wrote on the 16th | 
August he had no account. There would be a- 
copy of the letter if there was one written. I have 
not been asked to produce that letter. I recollect | 
Mr. McLoughlin calling upon me about the order 
contained in the letter of 16th August, but do not 


payment was made when Stoddard was insolvent and ) 
contemplating bankruptey, aud that the payment 
was) made with the intention of giving Messrs. 
Olyphant & Oo. a preference, Olyphant & Co, 
having knowledge of the insolvency! He believed 
he would be able to lay evidence before them of 
| this fact, and:that he should show the assignee was 
entitled to recover the money, He naw “eame to recollect what reply I made. I believe 
the facts of the CBN gr has senha et fig | Messrs. Olyphant applied in writing, but I cannot 
pleadings that on the 20:h September, 1873, say exactly what it was. I cannot say.when.the 
weepaix etd ree ore Lage gegheniays 9 — ~ a from them was pete Pee it “< 
_ the recove m sil aiid au . st. e paic 
and ieeaek ona promissory note dated Decesnber, | the ani tea the = A stall 
| 1872. It was admitted that the petition was if he had canceled the previous instructions. 
' served on the 22nd September, and that, therefore, The witnesses for the plaintiff having arrived, their 
Stoddard had been applied to through the process : ; 


evidence was continued. 
| of that Court for payment of the nioney. It was: Joun G. Purpon, sworn, said—I am chairman of 


' admitted that the day after he confessed judgment | the directors of the S hai Gas Co. I know the 
he received the sum of £2,000 from Lendvn, | letter produced, dated 17th October, 1873. It was 
through the Oriental Bank, and that he paid over received from Mr. Stoddard. 
into that Court the amount of gl ioraagr meaty 6 » «Capt. J. P. Ropers, sworn, said~I received the 

costs. It was further admitted that six, pay Ae alive - letter dated 23rni September, 1873, from Mr. Stod- 

| he filed a petition in that Court in‘ban raptey, : | dard, but have not been able to find the original. I 

| with debts amounting to Tls. 106,000. These were » _ paid the amount there claimed to the assignee in 

| the facts, and he thought on these alone it would | | a 


es § nkruptey. 
| enable the assignee to recover. The defendasits. a a Mou aworn, stid,— I am the assignee of 
| denied that Stoddard at, the time of. confessing » | the estate of L, H. Stoddard. The amount of un- 
| judgment was bankrupt, or contemplated bankrupt. tred debts at present proved amounts to Ts. 91,000, 
| ey, but it would be for him to make that, out to and the assests wil) be about 10 per cent. 
| the Court, and he thought the evidence he pila | | To Mr, Watwewrient.—I have recovered about 
produce would establish it. It seemed scarcely Tis. 8,000 of the unsecured property. I liawe paid + 
_ necessary to prove that a man who filed his petition 6 per cent. on the tihsée 


; ured claims, which amounted 
_ in bankruptcy on the 30th September with debts | to Tis. 5,400, Cannot say what was the total amount 


‘amounting to Tls. 106,000, was, on the 24th of | of secured and unsectred debts. Lam not taking | 
that month, insolvent. It was not necessary for | procecdiiys against Mr, McLoughlin for the recovery 
him to'prove Stoddard insolvent, if he showed he of the Tls. 3,000, I do not intend to do so at present. 
| enor bankruptcy, and he thought he} Mr. Wainewricut.—What isthe distinction 
' should be able to do that by conclusive evideuce. | between his claim and this ? 

"He wobld here refér the” Court to page, 130 of Mr. Rosryson objected to the question. 

| * Robdan’s Bankruptey Practice,” in support of hits |) His Honovr did not think this had anything te 

mtention. He a now fay, before the Court) do with the case. . 

: ant. deters from Stoddard, one, the ori- Witness said he could not tell what he might do— 
A er, a ae copy of one that had he must wait till this case was settled first, 
estyoyed, and in which Stoddard stated It 86), Mr. Warnewrieu?r.—Cannot you tell me if there 
» many wards that he declined on the 20th September. is any difference? © 
to make a certain payment, ‘besause he was on the Witness.—That may become a question for a 
exe of bankruptey, and did got. feel. justified .in | Court to decide. ) | 

aking it, ‘lherelore, as to vba Was paseliig in Blod- | _ His Honour said this case would have to be de- 
_ dards mind at the-time, he “tad rt out ‘of his own ciled entirely upon its merits ; and so would the 
mouth that he did contemplate bankruptcy. In other, if it came before a Court. 

that, he would call before th Mr. Watyewriont.—The fact is, 1 should like to 
have had Mr. Mullins’ opinion on the matter, | 
er from Mr Stoddard on t emper— (Laughter.) It was only a question of fact. 
—_ oye horde | ‘pay EP ech te et A te interesting for us | 
| del p i to know ; but sti really has not anything to | 
down property do with this case, ’ : ds oi 
at these Mr. Ropinson said that closed the case for the 
plaintiif, 

Mr. Warxewrignur then rose to reply on behalf 
of the defendants. He said, his friend had given the 
facts of the case as far as necessary, with the ex- 
es of one of great importance, and on which he 
relied: -That was the fact that the payment of this 
} claim was the result of previous arrangement bet ween 

the parties, and when he gave the cheque, Stoddard 
was fulfilling, as he was bound to do, the agreement 
between himself and Olyphant & Co. He would be 

able to prove to the Court that the position of mat- 
ters on the 16th Auvust was such ; 

forced to meet their claim, and the b 
bound to pay. He did not, however, solely rely 
on that point. There fwaj alley o point | 
fas 4 question 
been held 


ditor to another, still if 1Were mace under’ pressure, 
is wat not so, and &emoved all —; of fraudulent 
preference. (The learned . gentleman here read pass- 
ages from Mr. Edwin James’ book on the “ Law of 
Bankruytcy in England and America,” in support 
of his contention.) These cases showed that the 
payment must be voluntary, and the oo egennath 
Wholly originate with the debtor. Bat what were 
the facies of this dase? There was no yoluntary | 
payinent here. my ag _ i og 0) a @ intent, SO tees’ We 
& Co, tied a petifion and pr or an attach Me TE ar aRRRRS Ty . ager ay 
ment, which wal earticg tg The: tnarshal: of: security | a en I borrowed sia 
that Court went to cape - sg take an Le AT, 2d THO BRE 
tnventory, when Stoddard applied that the proceed ae 
oT heat Would 


might be sfa¥ed: WilaT ext om 5g : then Me in so : _ mortgage was . 
bas al le to . tere’ Wiis rreasure af } ; ; a ad den: tet " 
id daa. r. doubtless, had a sanguine | Mr. nee obser Aig: that his object mm asking 
hope—whic’: poople in difficalties generally had-- : “ sol ak bee 0 show bo a Withens's 
| that Tre might be able to struggle through somehow, | | os ah as been ae and. pe 
land some arrangement wonld og wade wisieh ee | treated. ariance, that evidence could not be 
| enable him to oe actiall fa krupicy.,- “Aue de 3 : . ! 
| his own protection, he thought it was necessary Tor | ) one ie Pryege gyn: with the eae bowerer, 
liiiaeta wee thistabiley,. As to-whiat he wrot “ Mr, ve ae F pomen baning ener y ow this 
| Pardon, he *fid nots think it avonld allege the casa: . er ee ane naa 
i Hows treter the ipcumstatoes, » And with regard tp, ' Criat-s xamination continued. ‘received the pe- 
7 Ros ny ene, ogee wap pe a) 2  titionand writ ofattachment the sumeday.1 asked Mr 
| hia letter to Ua pi Rowen, he «lid not contend: that ‘Ph ie 40 eee Me Waint’ ‘ t, and ‘he tach : 
| Mr. Stoddard pever thorghi ibe might be nade wes sk ee oe ip hes Tdo ~ “a 
| a hankrwpt, ciate thes at ‘the time he did not ¢on- wheat Beatie ‘ecielh a age Bas rhined if Me ad 
template that act, and he thought he Syould be able” had oe eae | te : ae 
to prove «6. May Steddard had been forced to be- belie: cal ok sages b fi a, nrnitu “> Rag ult. 
come a ban kiruptay- the” threats of other parties, ated da ‘tl Wi I mfeased ‘sduuaai in a The 
hyacl alwas . huprotl the avoid thas act. He. woul net iu t, T consid 1 it Ae the | a ik 
trouble the Court with any further, remarka,< tat J in order to avoid a law suit. 1 did mg 
would proceed. tp da! | jjis evidence, i Sas al aceite bang eld . aes | - not ur 
r op ies aie, rm oing nothing I should avoid a law suit, or 
“Prono M. Cagvanno, clerk in the Oriental Bank 


y upt would doso, and my property 
| was sworn.—He stated that the pres’ gopy lettersbook | with’ the | 


EE eer 


that time 


' SEEVENAANES EME NAY eee Ss bashed 
 wrivtticedt’ belonded to the Batik, and then deposed to - entitled to. the: | Jae ahs | 
| tha fact of « ertain letters in it, and dated between | _ Re-examined.—I at the-time the 

the 16th August and. the 2th September, being 
| copies of correspondence parsed between - Mr. 
Paterson and Messrs, Olyphankand C6. % = > 
L. H. Sroppard, sworn, stated : Al ut t ‘end of f 
Decen Der. in7a, I borrowed 4 Suu ‘of hs, ~ 7 front: 
Olyphant & @a.4d gave théte al. promissorp note | eyes : 
for his, At the time wheat itt tife .ahiant, : " me, all thought of the Light/ -” had aan te 
| tohl. Mr Hayes that 1 would pay bin out of | bees ag ** | 
money expectisk from the freight of the barque ses 
Lightfoot. Deying the month of Febritary, [ reeeived Bretton 
information that, the vessel had been.condemmet at | Tuptey. Ee RE 
Honolulu, and so was unable to keep my agreentent. tention a” ie bes & 
Wheti Olyphavit’s were aware of the condemnation of : . : . ee Be 
the Liyh(/oot, was afler mys return from the South, } . : 
about the end of February. Mr. Hewes asked me | 
if the loss of the Lightfoot would <ff-+t he payment) 
of the sum borrowed, I = him thai! a ee | 
my out of the funds I had expected, but that * | ae RES NET 
i draft drawu by the Captain Mt the Deogaum, on a | or Om ‘tes “seca ene 
Montreal fim, Messra. Gillispie, Moffit & Co., for , : : gietaee 
freight, and that I would pay him out of the sale of | | 
the proceeds of the draft. I could not sell the | 
draft. I instructed the Captain to remit funds on | 
account of the freight, and told him the time it) 
was written, I spoke to him again, In Jnne, 
Mr. Hayes told me the house accounts would — 
be made up to the end of June, and that he | 
hoped the sum would be paid back before that date. | 
I do not recollect anything that occurred after 
writing the letter of 16th August. I received the 
letter advising the remittance on the 17th Septem- 
ber, on my return fromthe South. The remittance was } 
£2,100 8s. 3d. 1, therefore, wrote the letter of 19th } 
_ September to Mr. Paterson. Had communication with | 
~ Messrs. Olyphant the day after my return. Mr. } 
Wisner called upon me. Mr. Wisner made the re- 
mark that | owed the houtse Tls. 2,500, and they had | 
not yet received it from the Oriental Bank. L told 
him I presumed the money would come im due 
course, I next received an attachment against me 
from this Court, and was told Olyphant and Co, had 
taken proceedings against me. I acknowledye the | e 
receipt of the document produced, which bears my | mitted. ce ieee 
| initials, also that of the warrant of attachment. The | | Mr. Waryewrient, in summing up the evidence, 
|} Warrant was served on me, and I asked Mr, Phoenix | said it was clear that the payment of money was mace 
to see you (Mr, Wainewright) to stay the pro- , er pressure, and hat ‘ing whatever to do with a 
ceedings, as the money would be paid in due contemplation of bankruptcy, or with any attention — 
course. The furniture in‘ the house belonged ‘1 to defraud the creditors of “Mr. Stoddard. He 
to me. On the 23rd Sevtember, I confessed | ; for a judgment in favor of defendants, | 
judgment, but at that time I had taken no 
* steps with a view to bankruptcy. T did not intend [ 
at that time to take any steps myself in bankruptcy. 
My affaire were at that time in a peculiar state, but 
I thought I might be able to avoid bankruptcy. | 
‘lid not intend to give Messrs, Olyphant any pre-. 
ference—lI only carried out an agreement, and which 
was guite in order, I looked upon the payment as a 
necessary act, and confessed judgment to save ex- 
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U. S. CONSULAR COURT. 


May 18th, 1874. 


| : lees. 
ae itact- to Pg? Before G. F. Sewarp, Egg... Oonanl-(feneral ; and 
Me ad nie potete t aS ss Messrs. R, FP. Eawtuack, G. H. Wareenrr, 
pte A asthe 4 and F, E. Haak Qui, Associates, 
* 5 5 wre oe L. J, Mullins, BS i. of the Estate of L. H. 
eh Steddard, v. Messrs. Ulyyhant & Co. 
: JUDGMENT. , 
1 a sagen sd hor ees a etsy Sly bere L. H. peg me oe 
Cees le Oe ee ee ee oe of Messrs. Olyphant ‘0. a stm of Tis, 2,500, 
atte of his fi ” pret and* persohat* al ¢ and: gave tw them his promissory note, payable on 
games te): That Courts une en ee ; yt Se edad | demand, This sum remained unpaid watil the 20th 
thes euties out his continet eee ge : + ge of September, 1873. © On that day Messrs, Olyphant 
to O1; Co., as he was bound te do. Pos & Co, entered an action m this Court to recover 
Stoddard did ee ay the amount with interest. On the 23rd of September 
the vondtte ines cae a ee re Me Mr. Stoddard confessed judgment. On the 24th of 
ed 2 liable me shes ) September Mr. Stoddard paid the amount with 
ele , they 
t debtors. | q 


é a . 


“wowtld have been the lar 
emall debts were covered *by’. 


| the largest risk of, losses were, ‘fspiant 
bee did not rest his case on the ast of iru 


to Mesers. Olyphant & Co. On the 30th day of 
September Mr. Stoddard filel in this Court a_ 
petition a hunself Bankrupt, Under these 
id Aerie circumstances, the Assignee of the Bankrupt Estate 
-eyvef Stoddard, Amit that the Tatter had conttactetl of Stoddard seeks to sanvie from Messrs, Ol vphant 
app y the fund in question ina pacticular way, and & Co. the amount so received from Mr. Stoddard, 
had‘ takén steps to carry it out, Stoddard ¢ ee, He claims that when the payment was maile 
judgment under | | and that would take bent Stoddard was Banarupt, and in contemplation of 
of the meani the Act with regard to fraudulent | Bankruptcy. He shows that six promissory notes 
e British and Amer Acts of Bank- made by Stoddard, and then due and owing, were 
of voluntary | on the 20th of September, presented for payment, | 
and dishonoied. He shows also that on the 23rd of 


auras. @l ol a Septeanber, the day. before the payment to Mesers, 
of his contention, and concluded | Olyphant & Co. was made, Studdard wrote t6 x 
t the ayreement was binding on the person from whom there was due to hin’ a sum of 
him, the two or three hundred taels, asking for payment, and 

oh aol l pgh want to inelade 10 ih my statement 
any one. “ * of property, should such be required, and presume 
the case for the “ ne we prefer it also,” He shows still further 
the evidence, : that Stoddard was actually, hopelessly, insolvent, 

the condition of his estate indicating that not more 


contention, than ten per centum will be paid in dividends to 
defendants knew 


, | wneecured creditors, whose proven claints amount to 
+ that the act of ba about 90,000 teels, 
_ and trusted the .Court, ‘Lhe defendants urge three propositions in defence. 
’ SOR, 8 i: The first is that Sivddard was not in contempla- 
“it tioa oO: Bankruptcy when he made the payment. 
Bee . ; The seeond, that the payment was net voluntary, 
R COURT. but made under the compulsion effected in con- 
Su Reavy, 34 tw "aye ng ag lat ine by Messs. Olyphant 
haat a mas 9, On The ZUbh September. 
pit May, 1976. The third, that assignment by Studdard in 
. | JUDGMENT. 4 favor of Messrs. Olyphant « Co. of the money pnid 
Lane, Crawford & Co. v, T. C. Kastly. was tuade on the 16th of August, 1873, by a letter 
‘The Petitioners in this matter have a judgment tuldressed to the Manaver of the Oriental Bank Cor- 

: % F: Gg. Jarvis, granted by Her Majesty’s poration, | ee age 
Suprema: iinet Under the judgment, a writ of Phe evidence adduced by the Petitioner indicates 
execution was issued, and property to be seized was beyond question that Stoddard was Bankrupt on the 
pointed out. The Sheriff, or Constable, in endeavor- 24th of September, 1873, that he was perfectly aware 
ing to make the seizure, was informed by the of the fact, and that he did then foresee that a state- 
defendant, Eastly, that the goods sought to be seized | ment of his assets would be called for either in sup- 
were not the oF pS : id | pot of his own petition, or upon the Petition of some 

: e> one desiring tu have bim adjudged a Bankrupt. He 

, Thereupon. the Petitioners ask this Court to Was, therewre, “ Bankrupt ail in contemplhition 
ty the case between them and Jarvis on the one | of Bankruptcy,” and the detence set up in that diree- 
ide. and Eastly on the other, as.1 the owner- | tion lows not merit consideration. . 
hip of the goods claimed respectively by Jarvis and | It is equally clear that the compulsion effected, in 
astly. : . oie af perres -cianeghas aren cod onsen a G8 suit, “ips 

hearing it appeared that y and | not such as to take his act m making the payment to 
joueeae month Jue last year entered ae a | them vut of the range of voluntary acts. ‘He volun- 
part i>. Jarvis seems to consider that this tarily confessed judgment, and he voluntarily paid 
: eo | the amount inte Court. The order of the Court 
upon the Petition of Messrs. Olyphant & Co. was 
dated the 20th of September, and directed Stoddard 
to file his anéwer within 5 days—-say on the 25th. 
Lt Was prior to that date, and while be was under no 
obligation to make his wunswer, that he did answer, 
amd prior to that date that he did pay the money, 
The compulsion conseqtient upon the suit was 
‘ then not such as to be appreciable ; and the second 
defenve set up by the defendants may be dismissed. 
The defence based upon on alleged assignment is 
a more delicate one. It appears that Stoddard in- 
formed the Defendants that he would pay them out 
of receipts expected from the freight of the Deo- 
qaum, that he wrote to the Oriental Bank to which 
he had directed the payment of the money, asking 
them to pay the amount to Messrs. Olyphant & Co., 
aul received a response saying that the Bank would 
regard his instructions. 

An inquiry into the effect of this instruction will 
—paise the question at once « hether it took the amount 
sod to be paid beyond thecontrol of Mr. Stoddard 
wiheiher a contract was set up between the Bank an 

ine Defendaits mn this sait. 

I do not fitel tit there was any contract betwcen 
the Bank and the Defendants, No letter passed 
_hetween them until the sth of Septanber, when 

Messrs. Olyphant and Co, made formal xe 
to the Bank as follows— Referring to Mr, Stod- 
‘*durd’s letter to you, aud to your acknowledgement 
“of same, we now beg to make formal application to 

“you for the balance of the Freight of the British 
“| * Bark Peoganm, which will remain alter payment of 

*the amount die to Mr. BE, McLoughlin.” To this 

le ter Mr, Paterem, Mayager of the Bank, made no 
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; response until the 23th of September, prior to whidly | 
' late he hal honored Mr. Stoddard’s cheque for the 
stun dune to Mess, Olyphant and Co., and ened for 
) hy tiem. There Wiis, therefore, Mm he tithe, a cou. | 
tract between the Bank and the Defendants. The | 
Bank held itseld bownd whly to eapry out Storldard’s, | 


the Depusitor’s, instructions, which instrictions vould | - 


bat any moment cancelled or varied. This would | 
| appear from the eireumstances, and it is distinetly | 
avernat in Mr. Patersoti's evilenes. : ; 
Moreover, if upon the receipt of the letter of the 
tSth, Mr. Patersun had agreed to bold the sum’ 
tamed by Stoddard tothe credit of the Defendants, | 
it is not clear that the Defendants woukl not have 
| been liable to refund the sum to the Assignee. 


It will he seen that Stoddard was entirely free on | ; 
of! 


t the 24th of September, when he paid the antonnt 
iheawrs. Olvphaut amlCo.s claim into Court to pay | 
il, Or to hui at for the benefit of bis evreditors at 
luge. That he had an improper motive Hiopayine 
it to Messy Olyphant and: Co, ds notte te 
ed. He had set it apart for them, and hé 
to the best light ine had, paid it over to th | 
Tam not bound to accept his views of what was 
right and proper. Having perfect control of the 
money, and the ability to hand it over to bis general | 
creditors, being hopelessly insolvent, and knowing 
it, he did give the Defendants a preferential pay- 
ment. 

Such a preference is, t think, clearly opposed to 
the provisions of the Bankruptey Act, a leading 
ae of which is, to secure the distribution of a 

nkrupt’s Estate equally among his creditors. a 

Unfortunately, there are in Shanghai no — of | 
cases of this sort. The Bankruptey Act is of recent 
date, and while there can be no doubt that sueh | 
cases have been decided frequently, I have only the | 
Act itself to look to. 

The Act reads: “If any person being insolvent, , 
“or in contemplation of insolvency, within four’ 
“months before the filing of the petition by or 
’ “against him, with a view to give a preference to 


a 


“any creditor or a ey having a claim against him, | 
ent, the person receiving such || 


“makes any pay 


ii 


ij? 
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“payment having reasonable cause to believe that 
“such person is insolvent, and that such payment is 
“made in violation of the provisions of this Act, 
“the same shall be void, and the Assignee may re- 
“cover the amount, &c. 

The point arises here whether the Defendants 


knew that Stoddard was insolvent when he made | 

yment to them. The fact is in evidence that | 

hartered Mercantile and om Banks a to | 
1 


the 
the 
them, between the 8th and 18th of September, for 
the value of certain goods for which Stoddard had 
given fraudulent storage receipts. The. fact that 
on or about the 25th September the Defendants, by 
their Counsel, Mr. Wainew: ight, threatened Stoddard 
with : to make him an involuntary 
Bankrupt, is also in evidence. 


| zether with the action, which the 
Defendants took in pressing Stoddard for the pay- 
ment in question, must be considered sufficient to 
indicate they knew quite well what Stoddard’s | 
pecuniary condition was; and that they received 
pag yon Coby neon ea, pom YY 
~. My Associates agree with me in the whole of this’ 
- statement and opinion, and assent to a judgment for 
- the petitioner with costs. a | 


Georce F, SEWARD, | 


Associates. 


F; E. Hasxeut. 
R. F. Easrrack. 
G. H. WHEELER. 
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THE ABORIGINES OF NORTHERN 
FORMOSA, 


‘Tue eastern portion of Formosa, it is scarcely _ 


necessary to remark, is in the possession of aboriginal 
savages. The part occupied by them, which comprises 


at least two thirds of the area of the island, is mostly 


mountainous and densely wooded. The Chinese set- 
tlements lie along the comparatively level tracts 
which extend from the base of the central range of 


mountains westward, to the western coast, and con- 
tinue across the northern end of the island and a short 
distance down the eastern coast. I cannot better 
introduce the whole subject than by quoting a few 
paragraphs from a Trade Report written by me five 
years since, 

“The rugged character of the eastern portion 
of Formosa has been alluded to above. The propor- 
tion of level or valley land to be found is exceedingly 
small, precipitous and densely wooded mountains 
occupying by far the greater portion of its extent. 
The Chinese settlers, in gra oh pushing their way 
into the interior, denude these mountains of their 
_ forest coverings, and the dividing line between the 
territory reclaimed by them and that still in 
sion of the aborigines is distinctly marked by the 
boundary of the wooded tracts. The water courses 
are merely mountain torrents, dashing down through 
the rough rocky gorges, and affording no facilities for 
navigation. The ability of this part of the island to 
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support a population is thus naturally very limited, 
The savages who at present occupy it are thinly 
scattered throughout the few level tracts to be met 
with, and maintain a precarious existence by hunting, 
and the cultivation in small quantities of beans, 
millet, and bananas. These supplies often fail them, 
and with their natural aversion to labor they will go 
for several days without food, until pressing hunger 
prompts them to organize hunting parties for deer, 
wild pigs, or bear, which latter animal is occasionally 
to be met with. These people stand at the very 
lowest point in the scale of civilization, and in 
physique those of the northern portion of the island 
at least are generally puny and insignificant. Long 
limbs and short trunks indicate a degenerate type of 
body, and their habits and mode of life are such as 
are found only among the most degraded savages. 
Like most of their class, they have a fatal fondness 
for ardent, spirits, and the use of these has frequently 
endangered the friendly relations which the Chinese 
have in some few instances endeavored to establish 
with them, and has led to conflict, loss of property, 
and sometimes of life. Few in numbers, and weak 
in combination, they are incapable of offering very 
serious resistance to the encroachments of the Chinese 
upon their territories, and are doubtless destined ‘to 
disappear before the slow but steady advance of their 
more enterprising neighbors,’—({ Customs Trade Re- 
ports for 1868, p. 170.) : | | 
sg n the eastern coast, commencing about 
twenty-five miles south of Kelung, and extendi 
some Scastilen miles farther, to Suao Bay, lies a fertile 
and beautiful plain or valley. Its popular name is 
Kapsulan (#  {¢ gf), and the official Komalan (ij % 
yw). It is bounded inland by a semicircle of moun- 
tains, its greatest breadth being six or seven miles. 
The valley is one vast rice field, and much of its 
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produce is carried to Kelung. Several thriving 
towns lie within its borders. The chief of these, 
Lotong ( a %), isa clean, well-built town, with a 
considerable population, and an active trade, The 
valley has been almost entirely settled within the 
present “sie It became, soon after its discovery, 
and while still occupied by savages, the resort of 
bands of outlaws; but during the closing years of 
the last century parties of Chinese sce ay were 
attracted thither by the richness of its soil, and as 
the immigrants increased and pressed upon each 
other, feuds arose, which led to a memorial to the 
Emperor from the provincial authorities in 1810, and 
— to its erection into’a t‘ing (gg) district by Imperial 
edict in 1812. 

“The fe je inhabitants of the plain, a fine 
looking race of people calling themselves Kabaran, 
have been gradually driven by the Chinese farther 
and farther towards the mountains, or altogether out 
of the valley. They have become to a great extent 
civilized, and adopt many Chinese customs. The 
are called in the local Chinese Pepo hwan (7 if #8) 
or savages of the plain, in distinction from those 
dwelling in the mountains. Driven from their 
original seats, they have themselves pushed their way 
in some places into territory in ion of the still 
untamed savages. An attempt in this direction ona 
considerable scale has been made during the past 
year by a aa doer _Pepos, under the leadership of a — 
foreigner, at a place called Ta-lam-o ( 4 #§ jf), situated 
on the east coast about fifteen miles below Suao. 
Friendly arrangements have been made with the 
savages, and the valley is abundant in resources; but 
the enterprise has met with strong local opposition, 
and its suecess is, from a combination of causes, — 


problematical.” —(Id., pp. 167-8). 
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My own visit to the savages on the east coast, 
which was made in January and February 18609, arose 
partially out of circumstances connected with the 
colonization scheme alluded to. Very shortly after 
my visit, the scheme ended in a disastrous collapse, 
and a few months later the foreigner who had been 
its active leader was drowned near the southern end 
of the island. 

I propose first to narrate briefly the incidents of 
our journey, and then give the results of my obser- 
vations on the aborigines and their country. 

Our party left Tamsui at midnight on the 14th 
of January, 1869, for Kelung; and the mildness of 
the winter climate of Formosa may be inferred when 
I state that we passed the night in an open gig on 
the river, without discomfort from the cold. We left 
Kelung on the 16th, in a junk of about twenty tons, 
and after calling at Pitow, a coal harbor a few miles 
down the east coast, arrived at Suao Bay on the 
morning of the 18th. Here a heavy north-east gale 
detained us for five days, making it impossible for us 
to put to sea in the small open row-boats in which it 
was necessary to proceed the remaining I5 or 16 
miles to Talamo. This delay enabled me to make 
some notes upon the customs and character of the 
Pepos, and to collect a vocabulary of a few hundred 
words. A small Pepo village lies on thé southern 
side of the bay. I may remark that during our stay 
here a census of our party showed that it was 
composed of no less than eight distinct nationalties— 
two Scotchmen, one German, one American, and one 
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Spanish Mexican, one Goa Portuguese, a Malay, and 
sundry Chinese and Pepos. _ Finally, the gale subsid- 
ing, we embarked in small boats manned by Pepos, on 
January 23rd, and reached Lam-o (7% 7), the landing 
place for Talamo, after a pull of three hours. Here 
we found a small stockade or fort, built. by the Pepos 
under foreign direction, as a defence against sudden 
surprise by the savages. Talamo, the site of the 
newly formed colony, lay about two miles from Lamo, 
the path thither winding inland around the base of a 
steep mountain which abuts abruptly upon the sea. 
A still larger stockade, with bastions of stone, and 
capable of holding at least a hundred men, had been 
built at. Talamo, a short distance from the sea. At 
both. places we found large parties of the savages 
who had come down from the interior to see the 
foreigners, the report of our intended visit having 
been spread among them by the Pepos. 

- Our stay here, of eleven days, was passed in 
making short excursions into the interior, and in 
getting vocabularies of the savage language and 
making notes upon their habits and characteristics. 
The longest. of our excursions, some seven or eight 
miles, was up the valley of the small river which 
flows into the sea at,Talamo. The valley, perhaps a 
mile and a half wide at the sea, rapidly narrowed, 
until soon it was a mere mountain gorge, and the 
river a mountain torrent. Enormous boulders. blocked 
the way, and: over these the narrow and not easily 
distinguishable savage trail led; and our scrambles 
over them were often attended with considerable risk 
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to neck and limb, In such places as ‘iia’: a few 
determined men might hold their own against 
hundreds of invaders. : 

Our embarkation at Lamo on our return was 
delayed by a N.E. wind, which rendered the surf s0 
great that it was impossible to get the boats afloat. 
While here one of the straw huts took fire in the 
night, through the carelessness of one of the Pepos, 
and caused some excitement, as it was mistaken by 
some for a night attack by the savages. We finally 
left Lamo on February 3rd, had a quick run to Suao, 
and left there the same day on our return to Tamsui: 
We had determined to follow the land route, through 
the Kapsulan valley. A walk of four or five hours 
brought us to Kilokan, on the Kaleewan ( Jp #@ i) 
river, and the principal town at the southern end of 
the valley. Here we obtained a boat, and after 
- visiting a Pepo village on the western confines of the 
valley, followed a canal which runs parallel with the 
sea-coast, to the large town of Tow-sia ( jf #§), at its 
northern end. Transferring ourselves here to chairs, 
we followed the steep and winding road over the 
mountains to the town of Nwan-nwan (gg §), at the 
head of the boat navigation on the Tamsui river. A 
north-east gale, with drizzling rain, detracted much 
from the enjoyment of what would otherwise have 
been a very interesting part of the journey. Reach- 
ing Nwan-nwan on the 6th, we found our boats in 
waiting, and after shooting the rapids which occur in 
several places in the upper course of the river, and 
which were now swollen and turbulent from the rains, 
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we arrived at Tamsui early on the morning of 
February 7th; the only incident of the homeward 
journey having been a summons to stop, during the 
night, from a party of river pirates, who quickly 
retreated into the darkness, however, at the cry of 
hwanna! (foreigners) raised by our boatmen. 

I proceed now to give a brief sketch of Suao 
Bay and vicinity. The harbor of Suao is nearly land- 
locked, and affords good shelter to small vessels. The 
bay is almost entirely surrounded by steep hills, green _ 
and wooded. On the north side of the bay is the 
small Chinese fishing village of Pak-hong-o (4 i WW), 
and on the south side lies a Pepo village, Lam-hong-o 
(i #8), containing perhaps one hundred souls. On 
the western side of the bay, ona small stream, lies 
the Chinese town of Su-ao (gg 3), or Saw-o, in the 
local pronunciation. It is a wretched town of about 
fifty houses.» I had hitherto always held Kelung to 
be the filthiest town in the universe, not deeming it 
within the bounds of possibility that a place could be 
worse than it; but a visit to Suao forced me to 
confess my mistake. Suao thus far, in my experience, 
bears the palm, with little danger of losing it. The 
valley of the Suao river extends towards the south- 
west for a few miles, to the base of the wooded hills. 
[t is now largely occupied by charcoal burners from 
the Kapsulan valley, but the ground is gradually 
being cleared, and will make very rich rice-fields. A 
few tea plantations had already been made upon some 
of the hills just back of the town, and five or six 
years previously a seam of coal was discovered by the 
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Pepos, only a few hundred yards from the beach; but 
the pit was abandoned when it became filled with 
water. Besides, the abundance of wood for fuel 
prevented any inducement to keep it open. At the 
time of our visit the pit had become so filled with 
débris that no traces of coal were discernible. 

‘ About five miles below Suao, in a small bay 
called Tang-o (3 9), an enterprising Chinaman had 
erected a saw-mill, where he was cutting timber for 
the Kelung market, and he was about to set up some 
camphor stills, the locality being very favorable from 
the abundance of camphor trees in the vicinity. He 
had succeeded in making friendly arrangements with 
the savages, but these had been seriously endangered 
by occasional brawls, in which the quarrelsome and 
treacherous .savages were only too ready to engage. 
Talamo, or rather its landing place, Lamo, is about 
ten miles farther down the coast. We were told that 
the Chinese had on three previous occasions, in 1858, 
1862, and 1866, made attémpts to form a settlement 
in the valley, but had in time been driven out by the 
savages. Shortly after the second of these attempts 
was made, the settlers were surprised by night, and 
about a hundred were killed. A low enclosing wall 
of earth, surrounded by a ditch, and which had for- 
merly been crowned with a bamboo stockade, remained 
as the evidence of the Chinese occupation; and the 
European leader of the latest colonizing scheme, 
referred to in the extract above, was greeted on his 
first landing by the sight of some thirty-five skull-less 
skeletons, arranged in a row on the beach,—a striking 
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evidence of the failure of the last preceding attempt 
at Chinese colonization. 4 

The: climate of the eastern coast of Formosa, 
under the influence of the’ warm Kuro-siwo, or 
Japanese stream, in considerably milder than that of 
corresponding positions on the western coast. This 
stream, the counterpart in the Pacific of the Gulf 
Stream of the Atlantic, flows northward along the 
eastern coast at a rate of thirty or forty miles a day. 
Its effects on the temperature may be judged from 
the facts that we found sea-bathing very agreeable 
in January, and that. light flannels formed the most 
suitable clothing. I am inclined to believe that 
what Mr, Swinnor thought a southerly current 
close in-shore, was merely the set of the tide along 
the coast. : 

The Pepos live mostly by fishing, and are 
remarkably expert in the management of their boats, 
evincing their connection with the Malay races in 
this respect,-and particularly in their methods of 
handling their boats. The landing on the difficult 
and dangerous beach at- Lamo afforded an opportunity 
of exhibiting their skill and coolness. The narrow, 
shelving beach slopes off under the water at an angle 
of about thirty degrees ; and when the least easterly 
wind prevails, it is always dangerous, and very often 
impossible, to effect a landing at all, in consequence 
of the surf. Under the most favorable circumstances 
even, there is always risk of the boat being caught 
by the under-tow, and capsized, or dragged beneath 
the next in-coming breaker. The Pepos therefore 
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wlan a practice in landing a boat which is followed 
among the Malay races of the Archipelago, from whom 
doubtless they have inherited it. When our boat 
had reached within sixty or eighty yards of the beach, 
a man swam out from shore, carrying in one hand, 
or in his teeth, one end of a long rattan rope. The 
shore end of the rope was held by twenty or thirty 
men. The swimmer was hauled into the boat, and 
_ the end of his rope made fast to the bow. Watching 
then, for some minutes, for a favorable wave, when 
one came the crew, raising a loud shout, began to pull 
with all their might, and the men on shore ran 
rapidly up the beach, towing the boat. We tlius 
followed in on the very crest of a wave, and just as it 
was about to break, our boat jumped from its crest 
to the beach. All hands sprang quickly out and ran 
up the beach, to escape being caught by the next 
wave, while the boat was prevented by the long rope 
from being carried away. Only the day before our 
arrival, a junk which attempted to land without the 
aid of the landing rope was capsized, and eight of 
her crew. drowned. It will easily be understood 
therefore that putting to sea is even more dangerous 
than landing. In fact we awaited our chance for 
about an hour, before a sufficiently moderate wave 
came in to allow of the boat being launched, one halt 
of the crew pulling in the boat, and one half running 
out with it into the surf until it was well afloat, and 
then scrambling in. 

The Pepos of northern Formosa, who, as already 
remarked, call themselves Kabaran, are generally 
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called by the Chinese shek fan (in mandarin shu fan 
#), and stand in much the same position vis-a-vis 
the shéng fan (4 %) or savages, and the Chinese, 
as do the shu Za of Hainan. Like the latter, they 
act. as go-betweens between the Chinese and the 
savages; but they seemed to me to be relatively fewer 
in numbers, and restricted to a smaller area, than were 
the shw Ziin Hainan. Their settlements are scattered 
along the north-east coast, and about 4,000 of them 
inhabit the Kapsulan valley. They are divided into 
different clans, and these are frequently divided 
amongst themselves. Were they to combine, they 
might often offer successful resistance to the Chinese 
encroachments, which are gradually pushing them 
from their original seats. ‘I'he unprincipled and law- 
less Chinese who abound along the borders lose no - 
opportunity of oppressing them. At the very time 
‘of our visit, an illustrative case came to our notice, 
and enlisted our sympathies, A well-to-do farmer 
had died, leaving a widow with three children. The 
Chinese had dispossessed them of their fields, driven 
them from their home, and we found them wanting 
for food. On another occasion we met an old Pepo 
chief, of an energetic, resolute mien, and who had been 
a great traveller, having been in all parts of Formosa, 
He too had f ormerly been a farmer in comfortable 
circumstances in thé Kapsulan valley, with fields and 
herds of cattle; but three or four years previous to our 
visit, the Chinese attacked his village and stole his 
— In attempting to defend them his son killed 
tl tr he and his villagers thereupon 


er into the mountains. 
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+ ~The Pepos present a great variety of face, 
especially among the women. Many of the men— 
perhaps the greater number—are tall and straight, 
and much superior in physique to the Chinese. They 
have a much more frank, open, manly expression of 
countenance than the latter, and this .is greatly 
heightened by their eyes. The women are small and 
slender, and although marrying young, do not appear 
so prematurely faded as the Chinese women. Some 
of them had really handsome, regular features; others 
were extremely ugly. Some of them are of a clear 
olive color,—others as dark and coarse as Malays. 
Their finest. features are their eyes, which are uncom- 
monly large, round, and full, with an iris of a deep, rich 
black, and languid as a Spanish belle’s. The cheek- 
‘ bones are all high; in some thick lips, in others very 
thin ones, are seen, In other features they do not 
differ greatly from: the Chinese; but they can generally 
be readily distinguished from them by their eyes. 
Traces of aboriginal blood are constantly to be met 
with among the Chinese in northern Formosa, in 
these characteristic eyes. The women are simple, 
naive, and curious, and have none of the affected 
prudery of the Chinese women. 

The Pepos have long, straight, jet black hair. 
The men, when among the Chinese, commonly shave 
the head and wear the queue in the Chinese fashion, 
but at home generally allow it to grow. The hair of 
the women is sometimes braided into a queue, but is 
more frequently gathered into a long tress and wound 
round the head, being held in this position by a long 
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cord wound over it. The ears of the. women are 
pierced with no less than five holes, for as many 
rings, which are inserted in some of their ceremonies. 
Both men and women wear the tunic and short loose 
trousers of the Chinese, and over them frequently 
wear a large square piece of cloth, two adjacent 
corners of which are tied in a knot over the shoulder, 
or at the back of the neck, or sometimes under the 
arm, thus greatly impeding the use of the arms. 
They eat in a simple fashion. A large wooden tray 
of boiled rice is placed in the middle of the floor, and 
a few bowls of vegetables are arranged around it. 
The whole family seat themselves around on the 
ground, and making up little balls of rice with their 
fingers, convey them in the same manner to the 
mouth, Chopsticks seemed unknown. The ‘people 

seemed a little cleaner in general appearance and 
habits than the Formosan Chinese, although it 

required some observation to discover it. 

The whole people, men, women and sbilitren, 
speak the local Chinese in addition to their native lan- 
guage. Some few of the men can read and write a little 
Chinese, having been at Chinese schools. Their own 
language abounds in the hard, abrupt consonants, as 
k, t, and ss; 7 is especially frequent, and is rolled or 
trilled very strongly. They speak in a high key, 
with a monotonous tone of voice, and the whole sen- 
tence is uttered with a peculiar staccato, ending with 
a falling of the voice and a strong accent or ictus on 
the last syllable. In the strong and distinct articula- 
tion of words as well as in the general sound of them, 
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the language bears much resemblance to the Malay, 
with which, as will be seen from the vocabulary at 
the end of this paper, it is closely connected. In fact, 
an intelligent Malay whom we had with us, and who 
had been considerably among the Pepos, told me 
that about one half of the words were almost identical 
in the two languages, and that he could understand 
very much of what the Pepos said. I may remark 
here that they cannot count above a thousand. 

The coast Pepos are mostly fishermen. The 
women manufacture salt by filtering sea-water 
through sand, and boiling it down. The Pepos of the 
interior are chiefly hunters. Some cultivate a little 
ground. They have, as domestic animals, a few 
buffaloes, pigs, Chinese dogs, short-tailed Malay cats, 
and fowls. The women do most of the drudgery, as 
carrying water, pounding rice, etc. The latter 
operation they perform in a large mortar, with a 
heavy wooden pestle about five feet long. They live 
much of the time out of doors, and when not employed 
in their household duties, they are engaged in 
weaving cloth, or in spinning the thread for it on a 
reel which they twirl in their hands, the ball of thread 
being held in a small basket on the arm. The cloth 
is a very strong, durable material. woven of a fibre 
resembling hemp. The process of weaving is very 
tedious and laborious. The weaver is seated upon 
the ground, and holds the stick which supports one 
end of the web, by means of her feet. Every thread 
of the woof which is passed through the warp is pushed 
firmly home with a thin, sharp-edged piece of wood. 


The cloth is woven in continuous or endless pieces, 
twelve or fourteen inches broad, and five or six feet 
in length when cut open. When used for men’s 
coats, two strips are sewed together through half 
their: length, so as to form a seam down the back, 
and the sides are sewed up, with the exception of a 
space for the armhole, thus forming a sleeveless coat 
open down the front. A _ border, a foot or more in 
depth, is often worked around the bottom in neat and 
tasteful patterns in red and blue. The red is pro- 
cured by unravelling scarlet long ells, and the blue is 
cotton or woollen and cotton yarn, both obtained by 
barter with the Chinese. The savages make coats 
exactly similar to these. : 

I found it extremely difficult to get any satis- 
factory ideas regarding the religious beliefs and 
superstitions of the Pepos, during our short stay 
among them. I was simply told that “they had no 
religion like the Chinese.” We were entertained, 
however, by a number of curious and interesting 
performances, in which singing and dancing were 
blended. Men and women, joining hands, and 
keeping time with their feet, and occasionally giving 
emphasis to appropriate passages by a stamping of 
the foot or a bending of the knee, and sometimes 
swaying their bodies slowly back and forth, chanted 
in a slow, simple, and not at all unmelodious strain 
their popular ballads. As the song proceeded, they 
became more animated, the air became more lively, 
_ and the motions of the body more marked and fre- 
quent. The last note of each stanza is prolonged 
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ad libitum. The airs are all very simple,. seldom 


ranging over more than two or three notes. In one 
song, after a semi-chorus sung by the men, the whole 
body, of about thirty men and women, joined in a 
chorus, which was unique and effective. In another. 
and perhaps the most pleasing song, they chanted in 
a low, plaintive voice the story of the wrongs they 
have suttered at the hands ot the Chinese, who have 
driven them from their homes, seized their lands, 
and killed their people. 

After one of the songs, a curious ceremony, 
apparently of a religious character, was performed by 
several women. One seated herself on the ground. 
and took in her lap the head of another, who lay 
feigning death. Two others held the hands, in each, 
of which was placed a small green branch. The three 
then began a slow, mournful chant, and one of then 
waved a cup before the face of the sleeper. After 
a few strains one of them arose, waved the branch 
towards heaven, and uttered a loud cry in her ears. 
She at once awoke and arose, and all joined in 2 
lively dance and song, going round in a circle, or 
winding in a snake-like maze. In still another dance, 
after a brisk solo from one of the women, the rest 
joined in, and broke out suddenly with the cry 
he! he! he! accompanying each ery with a low bow. 
In many of these songs, which varied in style and 
gestures, some of the singers bore green branches in 
their hands. 

Another curious ceremony, ,which may be called 
the ladder of knives, which I did not witness, was 
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thus described to me. ‘Two stout poles are fixed 
firmly in the ground, projecting some ten or twelve 
feet. To these is fastened a ladder, formed by lash- 
ing their long knives, edge upwards, to two bamboos 
about thirty feet in length. The priest, or whoever 
it is who officiates, burns some paper, and dances 
around until he works himself into a great excite- 
ment. He then draws his knife and feigns to rip 
open his bowels, a delusion which he supports by cut- 
ting open a bladder filled with blood, and placed un- 
der his clothes. He then begins to ascend the ladder 
of knives, holding on by his hands to the upright 
hamboos, but still stepping on the knives. Under his 
feet are bound small pieces of leather, which afford a 
partial protection, The more daring and ambitious of 
the men then endeavor to emulate his dangerous feat 

The Pepos have among them a tradition that 
they came by sea from the southern end of the island, 
during the time of the Dutch occupation. While on 
our return journey I was told that in a Pepo village 
ina remote part of the Kapsulan valley there still 
existed some earthen jars, with foreign characters 
upon them, which had been handed down for many 
venerations as mementoes of the former masters of 
lormosa; and I regretted exceedingly that want of 


time prevented me from tracing them up, and verify- 

ing or disproving the existence of such interesting 
relics of the Hollanders. Havi ing regard to siinilerity 
in physique and in language, as judged by descrip- 
tions and vocabularies of the Pepos of southern 
formosa, [ am inclined to accept the tradition of the 


( 20 ) 


immigration of the northern Pepos from the south, 
as true. | 

The shéng fan or savages proper, of whom a brief 
description has been given in the paragraphs quoted 
above,.are much smaller in stature than the Pepos, 
and far inferior in general aspect. It was stated 
that they intermarry very closely. Their skulls are 
of the pyramidal rather than the oval type. Their 
eyes are not so large and full as those of the Pepos, 
nor yet so almond-shaped and oblique as the Chinese. 
The hair is coarse, straight, and black, uncut and 
unshaven, but carefully gathered into a bunch at the 
back of the head, where a band of cloth holds it in 
position. The men’s ears are pierced for very large 
ear-rings, a quarter of an inch in diameter, and the 
women’s ears have two of the’ same size. Hollow 
bamboo tubes are worn in them, and strings of beads 
are hung through these. The women are remarkably 
short and thick-set, and are accustomed to carry heavy 
burdens. Very low foreheads predominate, and the 
whole expression is destitute of intelligence, There 
is a peculiarly suspicious, sinister, dogged look about 
these savages, which is the more prominent in contrast 
with the open, trustful countenances of the Pepos 
They are far lower than these in the scale of civilization, 
and the language in which Virgil describes the aborig- 
ines whom Amneas found on his first arrival in Italy is 
exceedingly appropriate to the savages of Formosa :— 

“ Gensque virfim truncis et duro robore nata, — | 

Quis neque mos, neque cultus erat; nec jungere tauros, 
Aut componere opes nérant, aut parcere parto; 


Sed rami, atque, asper victu, venatus alebat.” 
(Aineid, Book VIII, vv. 315-18). 
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The Formosans belong to Prichard’s Malayo- 
Polynesian or briefly Malayan branch, the same as 
that in which the aborigines of the Philippine Islands 
other than the Negritos are classed. 

Tattooing the face in dark blue lines with tile 
is almost universal. amongst the savages. The men 
have two or three sets of short lines, of four in each set, 
and about three quarters of an inch long, on the fore- 
head, and one such set on the chin. The girls on 
arriving at the age of fifteen or sixteen have one or 
two sets of lines tattooed on the forehead, and. when 
they are married, one set of four parallel lines is 
tattooed from the middle-of the upper lip to the 
upper angle of the outer ear, another set of four runs 
from the corners of the mouth to the centre of the ear, 
and a third set of four from the centre of the chin to 
the lobe of the ear. The spaces between these parallel 
sets of lines, about an inch broad, are tattooed with 
diagonal lines in a sort of diamond pattern. This 
broad band of sombre ‘blue, running across the whole 
face of the women, adds materially to their prevailing 
natural ugliness, and should be a far more effective 
safeguard for jealous husbands than even the black- 
ened teeth of the Japanese women. 

The dress of the men frequently consists of 
nothing more than a long piece of cloth wound round 
the loins. Besides this some wear a coat, such as that 
_ of the Pepos above described. The chiefs and their 
families are’ distinguished by a square piece of cloth 
worn on the chest, worked in colors, and sometimes 


adorned with discs of bone and tassels of blue, white, 
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or brass beads. The chiefs also often wear two or 
three of the sleeveless embroidered coats, and in ad- 
dition the large square piece of cloth as worn over 
the shoulders by the Pepos, The savage women also 
wear a small piece of cloth tied around the leg just 
below the knee. This indeed is the last garment 
which they would be willing to dispense with. Head 
coverings were very rare. Some of the men wore 
skull caps of deer skin, or plaited of fine strips of 
bamboo or some hard wood. These were water-tight, 
quite heavy, and capable of resisting a very hard 
blow. The fingers of many of them were adorned 
with a profusion of brass wire rings, and the arms of 
some boré bracelets of the same material, often trian- 
gular in shape. Bead bracelets, generally blue, were 
also common. One of their most singular customs is 
that of knocking out the eye teeth of all the children 
when they reach the age of six or eight years, in the 
belief that it strengthens their speed and wind in 
hunting. The effect of seeing a whole tribe destitute 
of these teeth was peculiar, and not particularly 
agreeable. 

The savages live chiefly by hunting the small 
mouse deer, which abound in the forests. Their 
weapons are spears, bows, with arrows of reeds tipped 
with iron, and occasionally matchlocks, which they 
obtain from the Chinese in barter for deer skins, etc. 
Besides these each man carries in a sheath at his side 
a long, heavy knife, which is an indispensable com- 
panion, and which serves for every use, from cutting 


up food and cutting a path through the bush, to 
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chopping off Chinese heads. The spears have bamboo 
shafts, with iron heads, obtained from the Chinese, 
and which when not in use are covered with a leather 
sheath. These, as well as their knife sheaths, are 
ornamented with tassels of hair obtained from the 
heads of Chinese whom they have killed. One hand- 
some, active, athletic young man, the son of a chief of 
the Yukan tribe, and a very beau ideal of the “noble 
savage,” had dangling at the erid of his knife sheath 
no less than twenty-three ofthese tassels. formed 
from the queues of five Chinese who had lost their 
heads by his hand. 

_ On their hunting expeditions they bivouac at 
night around a fire, lying head to head and feet to 
feet in a circle, on bundles of grass, sometimes build- 
ing rude huts asa shelter. They use two or three 
kinds of traps for snaring deer, and occasionally meet 
with bears, They sell the bear's feet and gall bladder 
to the Chinese, who esteem the latter very highly 
as medicine. It is worth four or five dollars a tael’s 
weight. The rest of the bear is then roasted, hair, 
skin and all. -‘We met one savage whose nose had 
been entirely torn away, and one of whose eyes had 
been injured, by a blow from a bear’s paw. Wild 
pigs are also found, and an animal resembling the 
leopard, with a dark skin. Troops of monkeys roam 
through the forests. Of birds there are very few. 

Besides the articles of food mentioned in the 
extracts from the Trade Report given above, the | 
savages cultivate sweet potatoes, the cocos, ground- 
nuts, and yams; and from the fresh shoots of ferns 
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they boil a soup which is said to be quite palatable. 
Bananas are abundant, and also a wild orange, which 
is very bitter. They also raisea few water-melons, 
from seed obtained from. the Chinese. They are 
particularly fond of Cayenne or chilli peppers, to 
obtain which they make frequent raids upon Chinese 
gardens, Tobacco is cultivated, and the women and 
children espécially were incessantly smoking their 
little bamboo pipes. The name, ta-ba-ku, is sufficient 
evidence of its introduction among them by either 
the Dutch or Spanish colonists. The savages weave 
very neat elastic and durable mats from a long grass. 
They carry on a little barter with the Chinese, ex- 
a their hemp, venison, deer horns, skins, and 
sinews for knife-blades, matchlocks, rice, powder and 
shot, copper pans for cookirig and colored. cloths for 
working coats, and salt, of which they are very fond. 
They themselves attach the handles to the knife- 
blades, often with strong and neat rattan work. 

The savage huts are simply constructed. Two 
upright poles are fixed in the ground, and longer ones 
laid sloping from the tops of these. ‘Others are laid 
lengthwise over these, and the whole is covered with 
coarse dry grass. The triangular ends and the front 
are then filled in with grass or reeds, A few stones 
in the middle of the hut form the fireplace, and the 
- smoke finds its exit as it can. Grass spread on the 
ground serves as beds, and a few rattan trays and. 
baskets depending from the roof, and holding the 
supplies of millet, beans and salt, complete the scanty 
domestic furniture. In one village which I visited, 
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in front of the huts were small frameworks of poles, 
beneath which a few chilli peppers were growing. 
They bury their dead standing upright, and their 
weapons and utensils are buried with them. 

Many dialects exist in Formosa, as in most of 
the islands of the Indian Archipelago, and according 
to Crawfurd they are numerous in proportion to the 
rudeness of the people. He states that there are ten 
languages in Sumatra and its islands, more than fifty 
are known in Borneo; and twenty in Luzon. The 
language of the savages near Talamo is very harsh 
and guttural, and has many difficult combinations of 
consonants. The following were given me as the 
names of clans living in this vicinity: Yukan, Kowsia, 
Tapihan, Sikilut, Laohin, Katasei, Bisut, Bina-watan, 
Gugut, Matakan, Watan-kakai, Watan-bituk, Haoyit- 
aobin, Wang, Mutat, Taosai, Vatu, Yao-ei, Piho, 
Vuta, Tsi-et, Yapu, Teimuk, and Chiring. The word 
sia (written in Chinese shé #-), meaning clan or tribe, 
is added to each of these names in speaking of them, 
as Yukan-sia, Vatu-sia. Of the fourteen clans 
represented at the feast presently to be described, the 
principal one was the Yukan, whose chief seemed to 
be at the head of them all. 

The savages have a singular way of pledging 
friendship, and one not altogether agreeable to the 
other party to the pledging. Each man puts his arm 
around the other’s neck, and then, placing their heads 
and mouths close together, they both drink wine at 
the same time from one cup. This ceremony ensures 
eternal friendship, and as there were about a dozen 
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chiefs of tribes with whom we had to take this pledge, 
we felt by the time we were through that we had 
formed quite as many friendships as we cared to 
maintain. Knowing, however, as we did, the treach- 
erous and quarrelsome nature of these savages, we 
deemed it expedient, from prudential motives, to 
submit to the rather disagreeable ordeal, upon the 
invitation of the chiefs. Another method of ensuring 
friendship, although less formal and binding, is for 
both persons to eat salt from the same dish. 

The most acceptable present to make to the 
savages, and in fact an indispensable one to gain 
their good will, is a pig. We had taken with us two 
or three for this purpose, and the day after our 
arrival the savages where entertained at a great 
feast. The method of cooking was altogether primi- 
tive. The pig was killed by a stab in the breast, 
and the feet and the tip of the snout being cut off, 
it was at once placed whole, bristles and all, upon a 
fire of sticks, built on the ground. It was allowed to 
roast only ten or fifteen minutes,—just long enough 
to singe off the bristles and warm through the fat. 
Grass was spread on the ground, and the chiefs then 
cut up the pig into long strips, and all hands were 
set to work to cut these up into very small cubes. 
Nothing was wasted; bones, entrails and all received 
the same attention. When the cutting up was 
finished, the people formed circles around the piles 
of meat, apparently arranged according to families, 
and the chiefs distributed each portion equally among 
the different groups. Some of the hungrier ones 
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roasted a few pieces in the embers and ate them; 
most of them carefully packed their shares away. 
The chiefs insisted upon our accepting from them 
some of the choicest titbits as marks of special honor, 
but fortunately for us did not insist upon our eating 
them; but I grievously offended a young chief who 
had selected for me a handful of the most dainty 
bits, by watching my chanee, and slily as I hoped, 
giving them to the first savage I met. I was 
observed, and the heavy frown which passed over his 
fuce showed the affront I had given. The whole 
scene was wild and lively. About sixty savages, the 
men all nearly naked and the women variously clad, 
and all excessively dirty, were squatting on the 
ground or running to and fro, busily hacking away 
at the piles of raw pork, and all chatting in the 
most animated style. The present.of a pig is a 
great event for them. In the evening the whole 
party, including the Pepos with us, to the number 
of over a hundred, got partially intoxicated over 
some samshu which had injudiciously been given 
them, and for which they have a fatal fondness, — 
With a hundred half drunken savages yelling 
and dancing around their camp fires; and only 
needing the slightest provocation to engage in brawls 
and fights, in which they freely use their knives, this 
night scene before us seemed a veritable Pandemo- 
nium, and it was a grateful relief when in the early 
hours of the morning fatigue drove them to rest from 
their orgies. The Chinese frequently take advantage 
of their fondness for liquor to get them intoxicated, 
when they nny extort from them anything. 
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Among the savages the principle of blood revenge 
holds with full force. _The murder of a man is bound 
to be avenged by bis kindred, and no rest is given 
until this is accomplished, I was informed that a 
reward of twenty dollars was still offered by the local 
Chinese authorities for every savage head, but that 
only a few—perhaps not more than five—are got in 
the course of a year. Some fifty or sixty Chinese 
heads, however, are annually lost to the savages. This 
discrepancy is readily accounted for. The Chinese 
have merely the stimulus of a small money prize in 
getting savage heads, and this is rarely sufficient to 
induce them to risk their own in the attempt. The 
savage, on the other hand, has higher motives. His 
rank and character depend on his personal prowess 
and valor; and a savage who has not killed and be- 
headed a Chinaman is “ of no use,” as it was explain- 
ed to me, His word is not believed, he has no 
respectable standing in the community, and in general 
terms it may be said of him that he has not won his 
spurs. He rises in position and character according 
to the number of heads he can count, and those who 
get the most heads become, as it is in truth said, the 
head-men of the villages. 

So far as my own observation extended, the 
principal wild animals of the country are small deer 
and large fleas. The former are hunted by the savages 
for food ; the latter hunt the savages with the same 
object. I am inclined to think that the thinness of the 
population, both in numbers and in flesh, is partially 
to be attributed to,these harpies; and reciprocally, 
it is but beyjent te to conclude that the natural ferocity 
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of these latter is heightened by the savage character 
of their prey. The crazy engraver-poet William 
Blake, in one of the outgrowths of his wild, erratic 
imagination, (I quote from a review of Swinburne’s 
Critical Essay on Blake,) “drew the portrait of the 
ghost ofa flea . . . . Hesaid that while he was 
making the drawing the flea told him that all fleas 
were inhabited by the souls of such men as were by 
nature blood-thirsty to excess, and were therefore 
providentially confined to the size and form of insects ; 
otherwise, were he himself, for instance, the size of a 
horse, he should depopulate a great portion of the 
country.” <A bitter (or better, bitten) experience con- 
vinced me that Blake must have been in one of his 
lucid moments when he conceived this grotesque 
fancy. It would be necessary to increase the size 
of the Formosan fleas but a very little, to ensure 
the result foreshadowed by Blake’s informant; and 
even under present conditions, were the hasty 
Japanese only willing to abide the course of time, 
they might safely leave to the operation of Natural 
Selection, or “the survival of the fittest,”-the exter- 
mination of the savages who seem to be giving them 
so much trouble. Possibly, however, it might be 
found, for any future shipwrecked mariners, that 
after Darwin’s law had worked its full effect in the 
annihilation of the human savages, the last estate of 
that island would be found worse than the first. The 
fleas who would remain the sole possessors of the soil 
might refuse to recognize a red flag of certain dimen- 
sions as a signal of distress... Much of the pleasure of 
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our trip was blasted by the constant torments inflicted 
by these monsters. Sleeping on piles of freshly cut 
camphorwood chips was of little or no avail; and | 
cannot possibly better portray our plight than by a 
slight paraphrase of the lines in which Pollok, in his 
poem “The Course of Time,” describes the thirst for 
gold :— 
“Fleas many hunted, sweat and bled for fleas; 
Waked all the night and laboured all the day. 
be ee ay Th gutided wretch | 
Thou mightst have seen me at the midnight hour, 
When good men slept, Me Se 
here as Gaa in flea-ful hall, 
With vigilance and fasting worn to skin 
And bone.” 


The natural resources of Formosa are most varied 
and abundant, and as the principal source of the 
camphor supply of the world, the island has an ex- 
ceptional interest and importance. I may be allowed 
to quote on this subject two paragraphs from the 
Trade Report already cited. 

“The camphor producing districts lie in that 
narrow belt of debatable ground which separates the 
border Chinese settlements from the territory still 
occupied by the savages. The manufacture is attend- 
ed with constant danger, from the quarrelsome dis- 
position of the savages, and their jealousy of Chinese 
encroachments. Steps are sometimes made towards 
amicable arrangements for the right of cutting the 
timber, but it more frequently results that theChinese, 
in their attempts to overreach their less crafty neigh- 
bors, only excite their hostility, and incessant feuds 
are the consequence. The Hakkas are extensive 
camphor manufacturers in many districts, Like their 
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kinsmen on the mainland, they are and indus- 
trious, and pursue many of the mechanic arts. Most 
of the knives, matchlocks, and spear-heads furnished 
to the savages are their workmanship. They have 
many thriving towns on the border, and are to some 
extent, both from their position and character, inde- 
pendent of the Chinese authorities.”—( Customs Trade 
Reports for 1868, p. 165.) _ 

“As the suggestion has been made in some 
quarters, of the possibility of a diminution in the 
production of camphor, or of the exhaustion of the 
sources of its supply, it may be well to remark that 
throughout the whole of the mountainous district 
comprising the eastern part of Formosa, and which 
is densely wooded, the camphor tree seems to‘abound 
and flourish; and judging by the rate of progress 
towards the interior now made in procuring the 
annual supply, it must require many years, even with 


the erude and wasteful process at present followed, 
to exhaust the vast forests of camphor trees as yet 
untouched, and inaccessible. At the same time, in 
view of the comparatively limited extent of the island, 
and the possibility of an increased consumption of 
a brought about by its greater cheapness and 


the very of new applications of it in manufactures 
and the arts, it is much to be regretted that no 
measures are being taken toreplace the trees destroyed, 
by the planting of young ones... . . . . . . . 
ee eee Oe ee knee of mpid 
growth, and the adoption of some such system as that 

ursued in the chinchona cultivation in India would 
be a measure at once wise and profitable. The de- 
clivities of the mountains of the interior and east 
coast, most of them too steep for almost any other 
cultivation, are the natural home of the camphor tree, 
and by the expenditure of a little labor in planting 
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young trees now, new forests of the valuable timber 
might be a ss in a few decades to cover the hills 
now being denuded of it. The lawless and indepen- 


dent character of those engaged in the manufacture 
would, however, be a serious obstacle to any attempted 
introduction of a measure such as that suggested.” 


—(Id., pp. 169-70). © 


I need only mention the coal found in abundance 
near Kelung, and the tea which has during the last 
few years so rapidly risen in importance. Sulphur is 
even now, in defiance of prohibitions, manufactured 
in large quantities at the solfataras in the vicinity of 
Tamsui, and the legalizing of the trade might lead to 
its indefinite development. The forests ‘furnish 
numerous varieties of valuable timber, rattans impede 
locomotion through them from their profusion, and 
the tree whence the pith paper is obtained is common. 
In the waters on the east coast large turtles are 
numerous in the spring, and fish of the most brilliant 
and varied hues are caught by the Pepos. The 
portions of the island settled by the Chinese have 
already, from the abundance of their rice crops, earned 
the title of the “Granary of Southern Chima,”~ and 
the gradual reclamation from the savages of the soil 
now untilled is capable of affording a great extension 
in this direction. mo 

I conclude this paper with a few notices of the 
savages of Northern Formosa, condensed and trans- 
lated from the Komalan-t‘ing Chih (tg 35 Wi WS HH), the 
geographical and statistical description of the Koma- 
lan or Kapsulan valley. — | 
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There are two American aie. here, 
Commodore Cassell and Colonel Wasson. 
Such at least is the rank which they bear 
while serving the J They seem 
to have had hitherto, in an unofficial way, 
the general direction of the expedition ; 
and, unless they belie their reputation, 
they will do service in the war. 
These two ~ 


It h 


| ae A should meet in the 
0 country ; savages not 
ing, the cers went op to the pe * teed 
This was an act requiring more nerve and 
courage than some dashing exploit 


on the battlefield. A peaceable 
ment was made, which included all the 


South of Langkiaou, except 
whic te to be punished for soiree 
hostility o ; ite 


ve 
This morning early, the later sleepers 
us were awakened by a salute of 
‘announced the arrival 


guns. | 
of General Sai ie Commander-in-chief 
of the on.~ He came in the Delta, 
which also brought 1,200 troops. A Ja- 
nanene onnboat came in at the same time 
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The Chinese inhabitants are both de- 
lighted and astonished at this slaughter- 
ing of their euemies. They are on excel- 
lent terms with the Japatiese, who, with 


equal justice and wisdom, pay well for 
everything they want. The Uhinese do 
not well understand the big copper coins, 
but thoroughly appreciate the new silver 
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i ith. statement we saw lately) 
in a Japan peper that General Dagenire 
had made treaties with all the tribes except 
one, and that the latter would inevitably | 
come in.—What is more important thap 
Japanese proceedings against the savages, 
who cau of course not stand for a moment 
‘| against breechloaders, is what the Chinese 
|mean todo. They are undoubtedly very 
| angry at the expedition, and would much 
| like to expel the Japanese. The question 
| is whether they have pluck to try. 
| A Tientsin correspondent writes, under 
[date of the Llth June :—The Japanese 
question is’ kept very quiet here, but 
from a circumstance that has come to 
my notice, I suspect the Chinese have 
made up their mind to fight. As the 
present state of matters is entirely due to 
the undegided course pursued by the Chi- 
nese in the beginning, the Japanese will 
make a mistake if they retire from Formosa 
without receiving from the Chinese Go- 
vernment an amount equal to the expenses 
of the expedition. There cannot be a 
doubt that, until quite recently, the Chinese 
| disclaimed sovereignty over the eastern 
| half of the island ; so that if the Japanese 
| were to gontent themselves with the reim- 
| bursement of the cost they have been 
| at, their demand could not, by Foreign 
| powers, be considered as otherwise than 
_ | exceedingly moderate. As little can the 
| power of the Japanese to resist be doubted, 
| provided they make good use of their iron- 
|clads to prevent the Chinese from landing 
| any more troops on the island. 

Another egrrespondent writes, on the 16th, 
(as will be seen from our Tientsin letter) 
|| that 40,000 men of Li Hung-chang’s army 
| are under orders for Formoss. This is as 
yet only report, but it is not unlikely in 
the present temper of the Chinese that 
they may purpose hostilities. It remains 

to be seen whether the Japanese war-vessels 
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| the 5th and 10th June, three Chinese war- 
| vessels had arrived from Foochow, and the |: 
last, a cotvette, brought news that the Chi- 

nese Imperial Commissioner might be 
expected by one which arrived just as the 
| Baglet left port. It was reported that M. 
Prosper Giquel, late director of the Foo- 


fortnight ago), were said to be by no means f 
is at 4 critical stage. From the North} 
we hear rumours of a large force being} 
under orders for Formosa; and at thé! 
open ports of thp island itself, a collisic 
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The RBSOLUTI ONS PASSED at the Meeting of Ratepas yers of 
eld in the Community of Shanghat, North of the Yang-king- 
png bel d im 
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tli i Theatre, on the 18th May, 1874, are 


: . Chairman, 
Resolution I-—That Mr. G. F. Seward take the Chair. 


Seoretary 
° Resblation iI.—That Mr. J. A. ‘Pond be = ys ge Secretary to the 


- Meeting. 


see ee? Gee 


eet beer eee 


bisia aad Accounts for Year 1873-74. 
~ Resolution I11.—That the Report and Accounts of the Council for 
the Foreign Community of Shanghai, for the year ended 31st March, 1874, 
be approved and passed, 


Arrangement proposed by Shanghai Gas Co. 
Resolution 1 V.—That the arrangement proposed by the Shanghai Gas 


| Company in their letter to the Council of 22nd November, 1873, be hereby 


a ree 


Deflection of Broadway. 
Resolution That: the agreement bearing date of 19th February, 


_ 1874, entered into between Mr. A. A. Hayes, Jr., for himself and wife, Mr. 


eee eaeeree 


Alfred Dent, as Agent for Mr. Thos. Vincent, and Mr. John G. Purdon 
on behalf of the Municipality North of the Yang-king-pang, for the deflec- 

tion of the Broadway, Hongkew, (vide pages 24-25 of Municipal Report for 
the year ended 31st March, 1874) subject to the confirmation of the Rate- 

payers, be postponed for consideration until next General Meeting. 


Widening of Bund opposite Messrs. H. Fogg & Co.’s premises. 

Resolution VI.—That this Meeting’ is of opinion that it is desirable to 
widen the Yangtze Road, commonly known as the Bund, opposite the 
premises (No. 1 Yangtze Road) occupied by Messrs. H. Fogg & Co., and that 
for this purpose it is hereby agreed on the part of the Ratepayers North 
of the Yang-king-pang, that Messrs. H. Fogg & Co. shall be allowed to 
take in, on the west side of the road, for their own private use, a portion 
of the Bund measuring 873 square feet, and more particularly delineated in 


the plan drawn up by the Municipal Engineer now submitted, in considera- 


‘ste eee 


tion of Messrs. Fogg & Co, surrendering for the use of the public the 
foreshore on the east side of the Yangtze Road in front of the aforesaid 
premises. It is, however, understood that such concession shall not in any 
way interfere with the right of ownership that Messrs. Fogg & Co. may 
consider they possess, and shall be without prejudice to any vighie that 
the Community may have to the foreshore. 


Raising of Funds for Municipal Year 1874-75. 
Resolution VII.—That the Council for the Foreign Community of 
Shanghai, North of the Yang-King-Pang, be hereby empowered by this 


Meeting, and in conformity with the provisions contained in Art. IX, p.p. 


15-17 of the Land Regulations and Bye-Laws of 1870 for the Foreign. 


_ Settlements of Shanghai North of the Yang-king-pang, to collect from 


Foreigners and Chinese residing within the limits above named, the follow- 
ing rates, dues, fees, &c., at the dates set opposite to each, viz :— 

Lanp Tax—at the rate of 3/l0ths of 1 per cent on the assessed value 
of land as assessed in 1873-74, from the renters of land registered in the 
various Consulates at Shanghai—half-yearly in advance, from Ist April 
and Ist October, 1874. 


Vide page 18 


Vide page 18 
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_ Gneras Mumicreat Rare of 6 per cent on the present assessed rents, 
of houses inhabited by Foreigners—quarterly in advance as soon after th, 
ist April as possible, and subsequent collections to commence on the |, 
July and October 1874, and January 1875. 


Dogs on ALL Goops passed through the Custom House or lande 
shipped, or transhipped, by persons resident within the aforesaid limit, 
monthly on the established tariff in force, or as may be hereafter amended 
provided said dues shall in no ease exceed the amount of one-tenth , 
one per cent, on the value of the Goods so passed. 

All such rates and dues being payable at the time when declary; 
due, and within fourteen days of presentation of Tax. Note. 

Genera Muntorear Rare of 8 per cent on native rentals from China, 
residing within aforesaid limits—monthly or quarterly as may appear adv), 
able, in advance, as soon after Ist April 1874, as possible. 

TeixoraPu Fres—Taels Fifty (Tis. 50) per line per annum.—In advan, 

CremeTery Fees.—In advance. 

Locat Post Orrice Susscrtpriows.—In advance. 

Licenszs.—For every Shop or Store for the sale of Wines, Spiri, 
Beer, Intoxicating Drugs, Butcher's Meat, Poultry, or Game, according ;, 
class of Establishment, from $6 to $200 annually, payable in advance. 

For a house of Evrertarsment, Horet or Tavern, Foreign or Natiy, 
according to class aur wesw «~* $6 to $200 annually, payable in advanx 

a MRO anc la 
Circus Native 
tro‘ Stabe QB Wis Ul “Gagh'VAdidpigabis hs adbvence 

DaxctyG SaLoon, according to class of Establishment,—for every Nigi; 
open from 25 Mexican cents to $5, payable in advance. 

Briz1aRp or Bowirxe SaLoon—for every Night open computed at th 
rate of $3 per quarter for each Billiard Table or Bowling Alley, payatk 
in advance. - 

Sampan Reoisrration at one Dollar each for two months, payable 
advance. 

Native Boats—-Every two months in advance. 


PawNsHoPs—according to class. 
Horses or Pusiic VeHices from Cash 200 to one Mexican dollar pe 


‘month for each horse or vehicle, payable in advance. 


Jrx-Rix-Suas—Tis. 20 a month for each License entitling the holie 
to run 100 Jin-Rik-Shas, payable in advance. = 

Permits To EREct Sun-sHapes over public thoroughfares—in cas: ¢ 
Foreigners, one mace per lineal foot,—in the case of Chinese, two Mexicz 
Dollars each house ; in both casespayable in advance. 

Permirs To conwecr Private Drains - with en et 


. 3.0.0. each, payable in advance. 


Expenditure 1874-75. 

Resolution Vill.—That the estimated expenditure in the Municix 
Budget for the year commenced Ist April 1874, and ending 31st Mar 
1875, as proposed by the retiring Council for the Foreign Communit; 
Staineiiek, begitine wth the seinnianieny anon thereto, be here 
approved and adopted. 


‘Whesiten Bivtdige, Honisin Misti. 

Resolution IX. —That this Meeting is of the opinion that it is desir 
to construct a Malava wood Bridge, 25 feet wide, across the Soochow (4 
at the end of the Honan Road, and that the Council for the time bein; 
and are hereby authorized, under Art. 1X of the Land Regulations of !* 


to raise a sum not exceeding five thousand Shanghai Taels (Tis. 5,000), by 
Debentures redeemable in not less than five, and not more than twenty 
years from date of issue, and bearing interest at the rate of not over 8 % per 
| mane, foe Be pepe. eventing ms 


Widening of Streets. 

Resolution X.—That this Meeting is of the opinion that it is desirable 
$e Willen the Btreste of the Settlement where practicable, and that the 
Council for the time being be and are hereby authorized, under Art. [X of 
the Land Regulations of 1870, to raise (if necessary,) a sum not exceeding 
Tis. 10,000 8. S., by Debentures redeemable in not less than five, and not 
more than twenty years from date of issue, and bearing interest at the rate 
of not over 8 % per annum, for the purpose. 


Purchase of Messrs. Geo. Barnet & Co.'s Property. 

Resolution XI.—Resolved that this Meeting sanction the purchase for 
Municipal purposes of Messrs, George Barnet & Co.'s property (Lot No. 57 
Title Deed 31, registered in British Consulate, and measuring 11m. Of. 21. 
0h.) for the sum of Forty thousand Taels (Tis. 40,000) Shanghai Sycee, and 
that the Council for'the time being be and are hereby authorised to issue 
Debentures for Fifty thousand Taels (Tls. 50,000) Shanghai Sycee, redeem- 
able in not less than Five and not more than Twenty years from date of 
issue, and bearing interest at the rate of not over.8 % per annum, to 
provide for the cost of same, to make such alterations to the premises 
as may appear necessary, and to repair the existing Police Barracks, 
Engineer's office, &c., belonging to the Municipality, in the Honan Road, 
as recommended in the Report submitted by the Public Works Committee 
of the Council for 1873-1874. 


Vote of thanks to Chairman. 
Resolusion X11. —That the thanks of this meeting.is due to Mr. Seward 
for the ability with which he had presided. 


Vote of thanks to Retiring Council. 
Resolution XJI.—That the thanks of this meeting is due to the Retir- 


GEO, F. SEWARD, 
Chairman of the Meeting. 
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‘MEETING OF RATEPAYERS. 


>gpaves, PROCREDINGS AND Vores o¥ Tax Suanoust Rarepavens, iv Pusiic Meerine 
ASSEMBLED on THE 18TH May, 1874, av tae Lyceum Tuearre, 


YOTRS REPRESENTED—PASSING OF REPORT AND ACCOUNTS—ARRANGEMENT WITH 
SHANGHAI GAS CO. 


ruz Annual M of Ratepayers was 
npeld in the eoniing, Seth on Monday 
he 18th May. The following are the 
ames of those present, with the number 
, votes they represented :— 

Ashton, J. eer enseee l | 

Birt, Wy i ind Hencseccs 2 


>. 

outts, G. W. _ 
owie, G. J. W...13 
Dent, J 2 
} yer, SRR l 
Drummond, W. V : 


Smith, B. M....... 
Taylor, J. A....... 
Thorburn, J. D- 


VESON, Fl, os cceese 16 
Johnston, Dr. J.. 3 
Kalb 9 Withers, G. ...... 
» W. Young, J. 

. gee 
Mr, Fearon 


to pro 
Resolution I.—That Mr. 


Seward take the 


phair. 
Wr, Wermore seconded. 
Mr. Sewarp, having taken the chair, 


" Leaslation Fi,-Ehat Mr. Pond be appoiated 
secretary to the meeting. 


_ Mr. Fearon seconded, and the appvint- 
ment was duly ratified. 
The Cuarmman then read the notice 
convening the meeting. 
Mr. Franon said he did not propose to 
take up the time of the meeting with any 


| lengthy remarks, in proposing the first re- 


solution. The Report and Accounts in 
the hands of the ratepayers were 80 
voluminous that he thought they might be 
allowed to speak for themselves. There 
was reason for congratulation that the 
financial position of the Municipality, 
which looked so unsatisfactory last year, 
had experienced a great improvement, 
thereby greatly smoothing the difficulties 
which lay in the path of the Council at 
the commencement of their administration. 
It would be seen that the — of re- 
trenchment advocated at t meeting 
had been followed out as closely as pos- 
a CF yp other hand, = ugtcte sa 
applied to necessary works under 

the head of ordinary expenditure—every 
dollar they had power to spend under 
resolution passed at last meeting, and they 
had been enabled to meet several extraor- 
dinary items of expenditure without im- 
— fresh burdens on the Municipality. 

e had now to propose— 
Resolution I1I.—‘ That the Report and- 
Accounts of the Council for the F Com- — 
ty of Shanghai, for the year endi 3ist 
passed.” 


munit 
March, 1874, be approved an 
Mr. Moses seconded. 
The Cuarmman put the resolution, which 
was passed unanimously. | | 
Mr. SELIGMaNN proposed— 
pana if het That _ ane 
posed by anghai m in 
there letter to the Council of 22nd Necember, 
1873, be hereby approved and confirmed.” 


Mr, Seuicmann said the arrangement 
which was entered into with the Gas Com- 
4 resolved ag into a diminution 

in the price ompany charged the 
Municipality. At last Ratepayers’ meeting, 
a resolution had been informally ” og that 
the Council should levy a tax of Tis. 1,000 
on the plant and stock of the Gas Company. 


8 ‘DEFLECTION OF BROADWAY, HONGKEW. 


Being informal, it was not passed. The 
former arrangement with the Gas Company 
was, that the Company should pay a tax 


of Tis, 250 on their plant and stock, and. 


this the Company were willing to increase 
to Tis. 350. But as would be seen from 
the Report, the Company hiad now agreed 
to charge $3.63 es month per lamp, 
instead of $3.75, which gave an amount of 
about Tis. 450. The Council found that 
the proposal was only fair and just, and 


therefore they accepted it for the past 


year, and they now proposed that the same 
charge be maintained for the following 
year. | 


Mr. Kats seconded, and the resolution 
was passed unanimously. 

Mr. Purpon begged to propose— 

Motion.—That the agreement bearing date 
of 19th Feb., 1874, entered into between 
Mr. A.A. Hayes, jr., for himself and wife, Mr. 
Alfred Dent, as Agent for Mr. Thos. Vincent, 
— cipal eg dy ort 3” wes Mes the 

unicipality North of the Yang-king-pang, 
for the deflection of the Broadway, Hongkew, 
(vide pages 24-25 of Municipal Report for the 
year ended 3lst March, 1874) mg to the 
confirmation of the Ratepayers, hereby 
approved and confirmed. 


This, he said, was an agreement made by 
the last, and only put into shape by the 
present, Council; and was a matter merely 
affecting a small portion of the end of the 
Broadway near the Creek by the Yang- 
tze-poo Road. As would be seen by the 
diagram, the proposition comtemplated a 
small deflection of that road, which enabled 
Mr. Hayes to retain the portion marked 
BB, he giving in exchange the triangle 
marked E E D D, receiving also from the 
Council the Tis. 250 they would have to 
pay the owners of Vincent’s land for the 
strip marked DD alone. The owner of 
Vincent’s land objected to the present road 
(C C) remaining as it is without compen- 
sation, and he would only sell it together 
with the whole triangle, CCDD. This 
would be very expensive, as could be seen 
by the report published. If this, however, 
was not done, and the portion of Broad- 
way (B B) retained, then the Council 
would have to buy the strip marked D D 
of Vincent for Tis. 250, and it would make 
a sharp turn, whereas by giving up B B to 
Mr. Hayes, they got the triangle E E D D 
for the same amount they would have to 
pay for D D alone. The Council could 
not carry the Broadway over -the creek at 
present, but by deflecting it as proposed— 
if hereafter it could be carried over—it 
would then follow the line H H, which 
would be really a better line than extend- 


ing itin theline BB. He did not thin, 
he need make any further remarks upon i, 

Mr. Kinosmu asked if it were propose, 
to give up that portion marked BB. ,, 
Mr. Hayes. 

Mr. Purpon said that was the proposi. 
tion. In future, if they wished to Carry 
out the Broadway they should follow th, 
line H H instead of B B, which woy), 
make a better parallel line to the river. 

Mr. Kinosmrit asked if there was any 
other reason why this B B line should 
given up. It was originally taken up by 
the Municipality, and without any con. 
munication with that body, the land yy 
taken over by Mr. Hayes. 

Mr. Purpon explained that Mr. Haya, 
had done what he had with the consen: oj 
the then Council, and it was now proposed 
te ratify the arrangement. 


Mr. BLETHEN proposed an amendment— 

Resolution V.—That the matter be post. 
poned for consideration at the next genera) 
meeting of Ratepayers. 

Mr. Purpown asked if Mr. Blethen woul; 
state his reasons for his amendment. | 

Mr. BuerHEeN said that he thought, i 
there was to be a deflection made in the 
road, there should be some arrangement 
whereby there would not be such an ab. 
rupt turning as they had there. If they 
took the deflection further up Broadway, and 
then got possession of what was now B B. 
it would carry the road down in about the 
same line as the river. Whereas, if the 

resent road was carried along in a straight 
fine, it would carry it well Set into the 
country ; and he thought arrangements 
should be made whereby a little more land 
could be given on the riverside. As now 
proposed in new plan, it would be very 
objectionable. : 

Mr. Kinesmim1 said he had pleasure 
in seconding the amendment. It so hap- 
pened that this line of Broadway wa 
the only reasonably straight line of good 
road in Shanghai, and oe thought it would 
be a ve t pity, ing gone so far 
with it 4 P ies it without farther reason. 
The plan before them did not show the 
general line of the river, buérif such a 
one were there, it would shew that a line 


_ drawn from the first B in a diagonal line 


to the second ditch would be much better, 
and entail no more inconvenience on the 
owners of the B rc aeiel If some fresh 
arrangement could be made, he thought the 
proposition put by Mr. Blether was one 
that might well be accepted, and that the 
matter should be postponed till an arrange- 
ment was made by which the Council would 


not be committed to so sudden a deflection 
and so sharp an angle. (Applause). 

Mr. Prrpon said the Council would not 
object to put it off, if that were the feeling 
of the ratepayers. 

The CHAIRMAN then put the amend- 
ment to the meeting; and declared it 


ed. 
“< Hitt called for a poll, 


Mr. Purpon said that if there were 
objections on the part of anyone to the 
postponement, the Council would support 
their original resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN said the result of the 

|) was in favour of Mr. Blethen’s amend- 
ment, for which 110 votes were recorded, 
and 91 against. The question was now 
upon the resolution as amended—which on 
being put to the meeting was passed un- 
animously. 

Mr. Fearon said the object of the next 
motion was set forth in the terms of the 
resolution ; and the arrangement, that of 
widening the Bund in front of Messrs. 
Fogg & Co.’s, was one which the Council 
trusted the Ratepayers would give their 
consent to. The whole matter had been 
discussed so fully previously that he was 
spared the necessity of entering into the 
details of the arrangement. As a member 
of the last Council he had brought it 
forward at a special meeting of Rate- 
payers held im November 1872, the mi- 
nutes Of which he held in his hand, and 
he found nothing to change in the views 
he then expressed. The views of the last 
were those of the present Council, viz., 
that the object was one which they earnestly 
recommended as a public improvement. 
But hitherto public opinion had been 
against it, for two reasons. One of the 
reasons given at last meeting was that 
the Council were acting without the 
necessary. authorisation under the Land 
Regulations, which they now sought in 
aking the consent of the Ratepayers. 
Another reason was that it was believed 
Messrs. Fogg & Co. intended to erect their 
new buildings out to the margin of the 
Bund, y causing an annoyance to 
’ neighboring houses and encroaching on the 
i Mm roadway. But this objection was done 
, away with by the fact that the new houses 
° were erected in a satisfactory position, 
‘mand the Council had the assurance 
: that there was nothing intended further, 
" 


except the placing of a dwarf wall and 
probably a railing in front.—Pointing out 
the position on the plan, Mr. Fearon 
* Him showed that the Council were getting a 

considerable concession for the s er 
they were making. Taken in connection 
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with the new bridge across the Yangking- 
pang, the new line would seem to bea 
considerable improvement. Another thing 
to be considered was that by this conces- 
sion tlhe Council gained the free use for 
the public of an additional landing place. 
He would only now say that he hoped the 
following resolution would meet the ap- 
proval of the meeting— 


Resolution VI.—That this Meeting is of 
opinion that it is desirable to widen the Yang- 
tze Road, commonly known as the Bund, oppo- 
site the premises (No. 1 Yangtze Road) occupied 
by Messrs. H. Fogg & Co., and that for this 
yt it Bor y - on hows part of acer 

rs North of the Yang-king-pang, that 
8g H. Fogg & Co. shall be allowed to 
take in, on the west side of the road, for their 
own private use, a portion of the Bund mea- 
suring 873 square feet, and more particularly 
delineated in the plan drawn up by the Muni- 
cipal Engineer now submitted, in considera- 
tion of Messrs. Fogg & Co. surrendering for 
the use of the public the foreshore on the east 
side of the Yangtze Road in front of the afore- 
said premises. It is, however, understood 
that such concession shall not in any way in- 
terfere with the right of ownership that 
Messrs. Fogg & Co. may consider they possess, 
and shall be without prejudice to any rights 
~ the Community may have to the fore- 
shore. 


Mr. Purpon begged to second. 


Mr. Kinesmiti thought before this re- 
solution was put to the meeting, there was 
one little point that should be amended. 
It stated that Messrs. Fogg & Co. gave up 
land ‘‘in consideration” for what was after- 
wards shown to be no consideration. ‘The 
advance of Messrs. Fogg & Co.’s wall was 
a slight mattor, but it was a mistake to say 
it was in cousideration of anything when it 
was notso. Without making any motion 
on the subject, he would suggest that if the 
words **in consideration” were omitted, the 
resolution would come before the meeting 
in a better form. 


Mr. Carrer asked the number of votes 
OER as compared with the total num- 
r. 


The CuarnmMan—260 out of 419. 


Mr. Carrerasked this because he thought, 

according to Art, 6 of the Land Regulations, 
land once surrendered to the public use 
could not be resumed without the assent 
of a majority of the Landrenters. The 
Regulation ran— 
** And in no case shall land so surrendered or 
which shall now be dedicated to the use of 
the public, be resumed except with the con- 
sent of the proper majority of Land Renters 
and others who may be entitled to vote as 
aforesaid in public meeting assembled.” 


10 


Mr. Pvurpon and Mr. Fraron thought 
the meaning was a majority of those pre- 
sent, not of the total number of qualified 
voters. 


The CHAIRMAN was disposed to agree in 
this reading. Moreover, it was a question 
tion whether land in front of i oh on 
the Bund had ever been “‘ surrendered.” 


Mr. Purpon said the piece to be resumed 
was not the foreshore, but the strip of side 
walk. - 


The resolution was then put and carried. 


Mr. Fearon then rose to propose the 
estimates for the ensuing year. The Coun- 
cil had not the pleasure of recommending 
a reduction in taxation, but they were glad 
to be spared the necessity for recommend- 
ing an increase, It was estimated that 
the receipts would suffice for the current 
expendituré, but they would not cover 
the extra Works indicated on p. 10 
of the Report, for some of which de- 
benturés would have to be issued. One 
source of revenue had still to be 
tried—viz., the tax on ponies and car- 
riages ; but it could not be brought into 
operation this year. The Ratepayers 
would remember that it was determined, 
last year, to draft and submit to Peking 
a Bye-law empowering the Council to levy 
this tax. And one of the first acts of 
the Council had been to draw up such a 
Bye-law ; but unfortunately the Secretary, 
Mr. Johnston, had been seized at that 
time with his fatal Ulness, and the matter 
overlooked. The oversight had been 
lately discovered, and the Council had 
done their best to remedy it, but there 
would still be some delay. Their legal 
adviser had drafted a resolution which 
would have to be passed by a special meet- 
ing ; for he might add that the resolution 

assed last year was out of order; it should 
Seve come before a special meeting. He 
could only add an expression of regret on 
the part of the Council, for the delay. 
He would now propose— 


Resolution VIJ.—That the Council for the 
Foreign Community of Shanghai, North of the 
Yang King-Pang, be hereby empowered by 
this Meeting, and in conformity with the 
provisions contained in Art. LX, p.p. 15-17 of 
the Land Regulations and Bye-Laws of 1870 
for the Foreign Settlements» of Shanghai North 
of the Yang-king-pang, to collect from For- 
eigners and Chinese residing within the limits 
above named, the following rates, dues, fees, 
&e., at the dates set opposite to each, viz :— 


Lanp Tax—at the rate of 3/l0ths of 1 per 
cent on the assessed vaiue of land as assessed 
in 1873-74, from the renters of land registered 
in the various Consulates at Shanghai—half 


BUDGET 1874-1875—REVENUR. 


| payable in advance. 


yearly in advance, from Ist April and 
Ootober, 1874. ; “ 
GzexeRaL Municipan Rate of 6 per cent o, 
the present assessed rentals of houses inhahit.. 
by oreigners—quarterly in advance as go, 
ter the Ist April as possible, and subseq ue), 
collections to commence on the Ist July ap) Q 
October 1874, and January 1875, h 
Dvgs ON ALL Goops through the s 
Custom House or landed, —— » OF tran. d 
_—- by persons resident within the afor.. b 
said Jimis—monthly on the established tag 
in force, or as may be hereafter amended, pro. f 
vided said dues shall in no case exceed th, 
amount of one-tenth of one per cent, on th. 
value of the Goods so passed. tl 
All such rates and dues being payable , 


the time when declared due, and withj, ‘ 
fourteen days of presentation of Tax Note. b 

General Municrpau Rare of 8 per cent o p 
native rentals from Chinese. residing with;, S 
aforesaid limits— monthly or quarterly as may ti 
appear advisable, in advance, as s0on afte, n 
ist April 1874, as possible. t! 

Tetecrara Fres—Taels Fifty (Tis. 50) per t 
line per annum.—In advance. r 

ry Fees.—In advance. 


Loca Posr Orrice Svsscrriptions.—|, 
mivance. 


LICENSES. . 

For ev Shop or Store for the sale j ’ 
Wines, Spirits, , Intoxicating Drow, : 
Butcher's Meat, Poultry, or Game, according : 


to class of Establishment, from $6 to $2 
annually, payable in advance. 

For a house of ExterRTaIxMENt, Hore: or 
TAVERN, Foreign or Native, according tj 
class of Establishment, $6 to $200 annually, 
payable in advance. : 


Music Hall Foreign According to 
Theatre - or class of Esta- 
Circus Native blishment. 


from 10 Mexican cents to $5 for every night 
open, payable in advance. 

Danctne Sawoon, accordin 
Establishment,—for every. Night 
25 Mexican cents to $5, payable in advance. 

BittiaRD or Bow1Line N—for every 
Night open computed at the rate of $3 per 
quarter for Billiard Table or Bowling 
Alley, payable in advance. | 

Sampan Recisrration at one Dollar each 
for two months, payable in advance. 

Native Boats— Every two months in 
advance. | 

PawnsHoPps—according to class. 

Horses or Pvusiic VEHICLES from Cash 20) 
to one Mexican dollar month for each 
horse or vehicle, payable in advance. 

Jix-Rix-Saas—Tis. 20 a month for each 
License entitling the holder to run 100 Jiv- 
Rik-Shas, payable in advance. 

PrERMits TO ERECT SUN-SHADES over public 
thoroughfares—in case of Foreigners, one mace 

lineal foot,—in the case of Chinese, two 
exican Dollars each house; in both cases 


to class o 
sen from 


a = & fe = eee ke et Se Ss Selle Ol Oe 


permits TO CONNECT Private Drains with 
Municipal Sewers—Tis, 3.0.0. each, payable 
in ad Vance. 

Mr. S#LIGMANN seconded. 

Mr. Kepner wished to move an 
amendment to the resolution just proposed 
by Mr. Fearon, but felt that he owed 

: ome apology to the present Council for 
doing 80, 8 before bringing forward their 
| budget scheme, they had had the courtesy 
| to consult the incoming Council upon it, 
, Ae must plead as his excuse that he had 
: understood, until within the last few days, 
that a resolution would be brought forward 
to check the erection of Chinese houses in 
' the Settlement to the East of Honan Road; 
but this had been ruled out of order at the 
present meeting, aud had to be abandoned. 
Seeing therefore that they must for some 
time longer tolerate the nuisance, it re- 
mained to devise some way of mitigating 
the evil it was impossible to iadbeie 
r ‘He would not enter on the question whe- 
ther the Chinese had a right to reside in 
the Settlement, as that had been ruled 
, oat of order. They had been admitted, they. 
vere living here, and they were a source of 
intelerable annoyance. (A voice—QOut of 
: order.) He need only refer to the Council’s 
, own Report, which pointed out the neces- 
° MM sity for imereasing the Sanitary expen- 
diture in consequence of their presence. 
He need only refer, again, to the able 
report of the Health Officer — whose 
opinions he believed were shared by every 
medical mam and by every unbiassed resi- 
dent—in support of his position. 
in consequence of the restrictions that had 
to bet on them, it became neces- 
sary to employ additional force. It might 
be argued by some that the Chinese were 
altogether unobjectionable, and the pre- 
sent Police Force and Sanitary Officers 
sufficient to meet the ag ange they 
necessitated. But it was known to every 
experienced resident that they would not 
of their own accord adopt any sanitary 
measures, but wherever they went they 
carried dirt and disease along with them. 


Mr. E. M. Surru protested against the 
time of the meeting being taken up with 
the discussion of a question which was out 
of order, ; 

The Cuateman asked why Mr. Smith 
considered Mr. Kidner out of order. 

Mr. Smrru understood the introduction 
of the question had been ruled to be con. 
rary to the Land Regulations. | 

The Cuarmman asked Mr. Kidner to. 
state the nature of the amendment he 


proposed to offer. 
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And | 


Mr. Kipyer intended to propose in- 
creased taxation of Chinese houses East 
of Honan Road. - 


The CHarrMANn ruled that that motion 
was in order, pass ‘is 


Mr. Kioner continued—It had been 
maintained that the present Police Force 
was able to perform ali the duties required 
of it; and no doubt great praise was due 
to them, but he was not one who believed 
in the vaunted efliciency of the Police, 
And he was sure that everybody who 
drove about the Settlement as much as he 
did, would agree with him that the Police 
regulations were openly violated every 
day of the week aud every hour of the 
day. The dirty inmates of reeking bro- 
thels were burning bonfires in some of 
the principal streets in the Settlement. 
Carpenters, tinmen and other tradesmen 
worked in the road and exhibited their 
wares, occupying half the street to do 
so, Wheelbarrowmen mooned about for 
hire without system or any regard for 
the carriage traflic. Brawls and disturb- 
anees were continually taking place, and 
nuisances and indecencies of one kiud and an- 
other were constantly committed. But these 
were a mere nothing compared with the intol- 
erable annoyance to which Foreigners were 
subjected who had Chinese as their imme- 
diate neighbours. Those who lived on the 
Bund and in those quarters of the Settle- 
ment as yet happily unintruded upon by 
Chinese, could have no idea of the enormi- 
ty of the nuisance of which he complained. 
To take the case of his own residence for 
example; when he first went there the 
neighbourhood was tolerably free from 
Chinese. The nearest houses were some 
little distance off, they were large, and 
inhabited by the most respectable class of 
Natives ; consequently he experienced the 
minimum of annoyance. But now all this 


had changed. A colony had sprung up 


immediately in the rear of him, and ever 


' since he had been - subjected to consider- 


able annoyance. The first thing they did 
was to establish a public urinal close to his 
entrance gate, which all his protests had only 
succeeded in getting changed to the opposite 
side of the road, where it was equally a nui- 
sance. Then the social habits of the Chi- 
nese rendered it impossible for foreigners 
to live in their midst. He would give an 
instance which had come within bi own 
experience last summer. The occupant of 
one of the neighboring houses had the mis- 
fortune to lose his wife, and instead of bury- 
ing the poor woman decently, they pickled 
the body and kept her lying in state for two 
mouths in the midst of the hot weather ; 


the health of the neighbours being all the 
time jeopardised by the foul exhalations 
from the decomposing corpse. The period 
of lying in state having expired, the 
burial rites began, anda whole army of 
priests and pipers were called in who, 
for three fivdaas days and nights, 
kept up an incessant roar of bombs and 
crackers, a clanging of gongs and a deafen- 
ing din of discordant music enough to 
drive any sane man out of his senses. 
What were the police for, but to check such 
annoyances? yet they were constantly oc- 
curring. When nvubody died, somebody 
was getting married, or a Punch and Judy 
show came round for a change ; there was 
always something. He knew what would 
be said in answer to these statements, It 
would be said he exaggerated ; that he was 
interfering with the rights of landowners, 
that he was depreciating the value of pro- 
perty. But he would ask Ratepayers not to 

persuaded by the bias of self-interest. As 
to whether he did exaggerate, he appealed 
to those who, like himself, had experience 
of Chinese neighbours. (A voice—No.) As 
to the rights of property owners, he would 
ask if all of us had not rights—rights for 
which our country had fought, and secured 
to us by treaty; and if by this measure 
the Chinese should be driven out of the 
foreign quarter, he must confess he should 
not himself view that result with regret, 
As s the depreciation of property 
generally, he knew that the presence 
of the Chinese was already depreciating 
property. He knew cases in which 
foreign house property was seriously de- 

ciated by the i esl of Chinese. 
He had little hope, in these days of proxy 
voting, that any measure would be carried 
on its merits ; but he did hope that there 
were some men in the. room sufficiently 
independent and public spirited to come 
forward and at least enter an indignant 
protest against the continuance of the 
practices now permitted. The resolution 
he had to propose was— 

Motion.—That in view of the additional Po- 
lice Supervision and Sanitary inspection neces- 
sary to be exercised over the Chinese resident 
in the foreign quarter of the English Settlement, 
and of the additional expense which will be in- 
curred thereby, it is hereby resolved that the 
General Municipal Rate on rentals of native 
houses situated in the English Settlement, 
east of Honan Road, shall be 10 per cent, 
instead Of 8 per cent, chargeable: on native 
houses in the native quarters. 

Mr. Watnewricut seconded the amend- 
ment, 


Mr. Carrer said they were all very 
much indebted to Mr. Kidner for his 


12 supaet 1874-1875—iINcRRASE IN RATES ON CHINESE HOUSES, EAST OF HONAN ROa). 


amusing speech-—which would perl), 
have been better suited to the payes ,,; 
Puck, than for this meeting. But ti.,, 
was one point in it which called for notic 
He had said that he did not suppose a), 
question could be decided on its meri; 
so long as proxy voting exists. He o). 
sidered this was a direct insult to {),, 
meeting, and the expression ought to }, 
withdrawn. 


The CHarrman -feared that. would }, 
bearing very hard on the liberty of dj. 
cussion. 


Mr. Kripwer had said *‘ he could hardly 
hope” that any question could be decide; 
on its merits, under the present system. 


Mr. Wermone said it had been the jp. 
tention of the Council to bring up son. 
comprehensive resolutions in regard to t\\. 
question of native tenements in the Sett) 
ment; but it had been found that thes 
could not come before a general meeting 
and that a special meeting would have t 
be convened for the purpose. There wa 
no doubt a great deal of truth in whi 
Mr. Kidner had said. Most of the Council. 
and most of the Medical men in the 
Settlement agreed with him at least in the 
points which touched on the sanitary con. 
dition of the Settlements. He would read 
a document which had been drawn up too 
late to obtain the signatures of all the 
medical men in time for this meeting, but 
which bore the signatures of the 08 wb 


= he was certain would be approved of by 
all : 


‘‘In view of the approaching meeting oj 
Ratepayers, we the undersigned, with the 
hope of assisting that meeting should sanitary 
topics be brought before it, are desirous of 
expressing our opinion regarding the present 
dangerous overcrowding of the Settlements 
by Chinese, as well as regarding the measures 
necessary to counteract the effects of the 
steadily increasing influx of the natives. 

‘‘We have come to the conclusion, after 
careful observation, that as long as native: 
are permitted to congregate in badly built 
houses crowded together on low-lying ani 
undrained land, it will be impossible t 
maintain in Shanghai those conditions which 
are essential to health, or to control the 
ravages of epidemic disease should it arise. 
We consider it our duty to remind the con. 
munity that an epidemic (as for example i 
cholera) might at any time present itseli, 
while there is a continual risk of smallpox 
and other diseases which we know to lx 
constantly prevalent, breaking out with up- 
usual violence. Should either contingency 
occur, the loss of life must be most serious, 
since the governing body is completely un. 
prepared for such emergencies occurring amidst 
such a population. 


ee 
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“Jn view of these facts, while we regret that 


preie existing evil, we would on the 
ommunity the necessity of limi for the 
‘ature, the namber of houses to be built on an 
assi prescribing the minimum 
width of the streets to be constructed in 
newly erected quarters, settling a standard of 
construction with regard to sani needs, 
peneath which standard no house should be 
erected, and finally insisting upon the eleva- 
tion and draimage of every plot of land prior 
+o the beginning of building operations. 
W. Gorrsure 


' Epwarp HENDERSON. 
R. Avex. JAMIESON, 
JAMES JOHNSTON. 
L. S. Lrrrce. 
\* D. J. MacGowan. 
e L. Picnon. 


e Frep. J. Bure. 
. V. ZaAcHARIZ. 


ie Bye-law No. 8 had been found by the 
y, Council quite inoperative for the purpose 
intended. It provided that no building 


Municipal Surveyor, but so completely 
eae or the * eg He been found, that 
there was no such officer as a Surveyor 
attached to the Council’s staff. It ha 
been proposed therefore that some resolu- 
tions should be made which would be 
brought before a special meeting, to place 
proper restrictions on the erection cf na- 
tive tenements, and to increase the powers 
of the Council in dealing with them after- 
vards, and it might be better to postpone 
4 consideration of the whole matter till 
this meeting could be called. 


Mr. KinesMItu said, as near as might 
be three centuries ago, a somewhat 
similar resolution to that now pro 
was brought before the Parliament of 
England. The wiseacres of the latter part 
of the sixteenth century thought that 
London was growing too fast for their 
comfort, and an act was passed and re- 
ceived the sanction vf the good Queen 
Bess, forbidding its future extension. He 
need scarcely say that that Act, as all others 
passed im defiance of the principles of 
political economy, proved ineffective. Lon- 
don did not cease to grow, and it soon 
became apparent that to attempt to inter- 
fere with the natural growth of a city was 
labour in vain. He was therefore all the 
more surprised that such a motion as had 
been brought forward to-day, should find 
supporters. The simple fact was that the 
foreign settlements at Shanghai at the pre- 
sent day were in a position not unlike Lun- 
don three hundred years ago. Trade was 


and 
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to be no means‘of restricting the* | 


should be erected without consulting the 


extending there, and manufactures were in- 


+ 


creasing, and to meet this increase more 
hands and more money were required. 
Our trade at Shanghai could not be carried 
on without the requisite accommodation for 
those in it. We had not come to 
Shanghai tv reside in pleasant places ; none 
of us looked upon it as a paradise or likely 
to become one, but what we required were 
facilities for trade, and this was best left 
to the natural course of events. It was 
scarcely more than a century since Soho 
Square was the centre of fashion in Lon- 
don ; it was not so long since Oxford Street 
was lined with idler residences, The natural 
growth of a great city had caused these sites 
to be occupied for far different purposes, and 
what was true of London was true of every 
city where an important and increasing 
trade was carried on. Shanghai was no 
exception to the rule, business had to be 
separated from pleasure, and there were 
sites in abundance, where people could go 
and reside without being subjected to the 


inconveniences complained of.- It was ° 


doubtless true, he was sorry to have to say, 
that the necessary steps had not been 
taken to introduce sanitary and police 
improvements, but the fault lay with 
the executive. He would gladly hail 
any scheme which would have for its 
end the accoinplishment of these measures, 
but a policy like that suggested would 
have no such effect. It would inflict an 
injury on the general prosperity of the 
place, to suit the private convenience of a 
few, and that was a thing not to be thought 
of fora moment. Spippose for one moment 
that the proposal to remove the Chinese 


| from this Settlement were carried out, 


we should only have for result that they 
would congregate in the suburbs, beyond 
Municipal control, and there would be 


able to practise without interference all the . 


filthiness and nastiness complained of. If 
the meeting wished for an example of 
what might be the result of such a state 
of affairs, it would but have to adjourn 
to the new village springing up on the 
borders of the French Settlement near 
Pah-sien-kiau, Sucha result, in the most 
ordinary sanitary point of view, would cer- 
tainly be an eventto be deplored. While 
at present we have the control of these 
matters in our own hands, in such a case 
they would pass beyond our power, and 
he did not like to think what would be 
the result. (Applause. ) | 


The CuarnMan said the effect of Mr, 
Kidner’s amendment would be to strike 
out the first of the appropriate clauses of 
the resolution proposed by Mr. Fearon— 
that relating to General Municipal rate 


ae 
=: 


Se ani 7 er me re 
prey pM eyes Me ER Pe te 
Se a eS ae 


Shea ey 


eet hee 
3 ss ve ee wh 


14 supaer 1874—-1875—INCREASE IN RATES ON CHINESE HOUSES, EAST OF HONAN Roay 


of 8 per cent on native rentals from Chi- 
nese, and to substitute therefor the new 
rate proposed. Having now put the 
amendment, the Chairman said the ayes 
seemed to have it. ' 

A poll was called for. 

Mr Setiemann said, before proceeding 
to a poll, he would like to ask Mr. Kidner 
whether, in putting the resolution, he had 
made any comparative calculation of the 
value of Chinese property east and weat 
of the Honan Road. The assessment on 
Chinese houses was $825,000; had Mr. 
Kidner any idea how much of that would 
come within the seope of his amendment. 

Mr. Krpyer thought the increase would 
not be very large from the higher rate on 
the East side of Honan road. He only 
brought forward the proposition, however, 
as a temporary measure, and in order to 
get an expression of opinion on the ques- 
tion of Chines property within that limit, 
till something more could be done. As 
long as Chinese houses occupied the posi- 
tion they did, a large expense must be in- 
curred in providing extra Police and nui- 
sance Inspectors. 

Mr. SeiicMann said Mr. Kidner did not 
appear to understand his question. What 
he wanted to know was what difference 
the resolution would be likely to make in 
the Budget. Certain estimates were made, 
and before the Council supported such a 
resolution it would be intéresting to know 
what its effect would be. . 


Mr. Krpner admitted that it would be 


interesting to know, but he was not pre-° 


pared, with the information. 

Mr. Moses questioned whether, under 
Article [X of the Land Regulations, the 
meeting could pass this resolution withvut 
making a corresponding increase in the tax 
on land. | 

Mr. Krpner said Article IX limited the 
assessment on land at 1-20th of 1 per 
cent, to 1 per cent on the annual rent of 
land, but did not place any limit upon 
the amount of assessment on houses. 

Mr. Moses understood that equal pro- 
portions had always to be maintained, 

The Cuarmman thought the wording of 
the Article did not bear out Mr. Moses’ 
view. It seemed to be inserted as a mea- 
sure of defence for landowners, that no tax 
could be imposed on them greater than 
1-20th of 1 per cent. But it did not work 
the other way. ee 

Mr. Fearon said the natural effect was 
to decrease the proportion upon land, if 
they increased that upon coat 

The Cuareman said that to return to 
the general question there was another 


view he might suggest to the meeting_ 
that the amendment could not becom, 
operative without the consent of the ()};. 
nese authorities. The Consuls would hay, 
to go to the Taotai and ask his assent, 4,4 
it became a question for the meeting ,, 
consider whether they cared to have th, 
proposition put to the Taotai, who mo 
certainly would refuse. In face of such, 
refusal nothing could be done. 

Mr. Iveson said the object of the amenj. 
ment seemed to be to introduce a ne, 
system of taxation into the Settlement 
altogether. Notice of it should therefor 
have been given, so that people might hay, 
given it their consideration and come pr. 

ared to discuss it. It was apparently 
intended to tax the Chinese out of th 
Settlement. He might ask the propose 
whether, notwithstanding his objections t) 
the neighbourheod of Chinese houses, }, 
had not renewed his lease within the |as 
twelve months, 


Mr. Krpner said there might of cours 
be considerations inducing him to remain, 
notwithstanding the annoyance of a Chi. 
nese neighbourhood. He did not complaiy 
of his landlords, they were as good x 
landlords usually are, and tried to make 
the place comfortable ; but they could n“ 
control the Chinese any more than , 
could. He found himself unable to a vate 
the Nuisance around him, although h: per. 
formed the duties of Nuisance Inspector 
every Sunday morning, when he ought to 
be in Church. (Laughter.) 


Mr. Toorat said, labouring under severe 
hoarseness, he feared heshould not be able 
to ‘make himself heard, and therefore, 
though he could recount plenty of in. 
stances of nuisance, in addition to thos 
so fluently mentioned by Mr. Kidner, he 
must confine himself to endorsing his 
views of the all but unbearable annoyance 
European residents suffered, who lived in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Chinese. 
In his own case, he would gladly remove; 
but the tendency to erect Chinese buildings 
was so great that, on looking round, he 
could find no suitable premises that were 
not in, or were not liable to, an immediate 
proximity to buildings of the objectionable 
class. And by moving he might simply 
find himself in even a worse position, be 
might find himself removed from the in- 
mediate neighbourhood of the Police St: 
tion, At present there was a meas re of 
redress close at hand, but a remove might 
place him in, if possible, worse and mor 
annoying circumstances than now. 

Mr. E. M. Smira remarked, as to Mr. 
Tootal’s difficulty in finding foreign house 
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‘n Shanghai, that he had only to look down 
the columns of the morning paper and see 
how many are ye lt was an insult to 
the good sense of community to come 


forward here and ask them to believe that 


the Municipal regulations, enforced by a 


and policemen, could not 


of i 
bee a eath e order. He himself 


imposed certain tions with regard to 
cleanliness, on properties, and he 
defied those who turned up their noses at 
the smallest symptom of offensiveness, to 
fnd any cause of complaint. But the fact 
was, there seemed to be a mania among 
non-property owners in Shanghai for cry- 
ing out against Chinese houses, and the 
Chinese property owners were accused of 
crowding natives into the place. They 
should remember, however, that it was 
the merchants who. began it, not specu- 
jators 1 "gg hg Messrs. Adamson & 
Co. were the first firm that brought silk- 
men in and located them in out-houses, 
during the rebellion. Messrs. Gibb 
Livingston & Co. then introduced Chinese 
bankers. Then brokers and natives 
generally came in, and were expected to 
conform to ideas of sanitary strictness 


which did not exist in any other part of 


the we brat oon ge seemed anxious to place 
Shanghai above all. He maintained that, 
with propee regulations, and proper super- 
vision by inspectors of huisances and so 
on, the Settlements could be kept in such 
astate that no one could find anything to 
grumble at. The great misfortune was 
that the isation of the Municipality 
was not sufficiently comprehensive to do 
away with all objections. If more expense 
were gone to, and a little more good sense 
used,—not by policemen rapping Chinese 
heads with their batons—but by the Coun- 
cil applying to the Mixed Court and asking 
its co-operation in making Chinese conform 
to the regulations—if four or five cases 
were thus taken before the Mixed Court, in 
a very short space of time the Settlement 
would be changed, and sensitive people 
would cease to turn up their noses every 
time they passed a Chinese house. There 
were many drains in different parts 
of the Settlements which were ep 
an avomaly, fur they did not fo 
indi- 
vidnals, whose business it was, did not 
take a section of the Settlement and insist 
upon the native residents removing their 
garbage and collections of filth. | 


Mr. Wermore said the very fact that 
& more comprehensive system was neces- 
sary was an argument in favour of Mr. 
Kidner’s proposition, because they~ could 


kept a s 
- was, not to go around simply in the 


not increase tle nuisance department 
without increasing the taxes. The resolu- 
tion was broaght forward, not, as had 
been said, for the wg wee: of driving the 
Chinese out of the Settlement, but of 
making them pay something more to- 
wards the increased expense for sanitary 
measures which their presence necessitated. 

Mr, Smiru said his property was kept 
altogether at his own expense, but still 
his tenants paid the Municipal rates. He 
of scavengers whose duty it 


morning and evening, but to keep cleaning 
the properties all the time. 

Mr. Wermors said that was very good, 
but unfortunately there were very few 
like Mr. Smith in the matter. Mr. Smith 
himself had told him that the Council’s 
suggestions were laughed at. 

Mr. Smira replied that what he said 
was that some extraordinary measures 


‘which the Council proposed were laughed 


at. 

Mr. Wermore said a circular letter 
which the Council had addressed to owners 
of Chinese property was the subject of 
conversation, and it was its suggestions 
which were ridiculed, 

Dr. Jumnston said the question seemed 
to be whether the Settlement was in a 
sanitary condition or not. The proposal 
to increase the charge on Chinese property, 
he ubderstood to be with a view to get the 
Settlement in better order sanitarily. 
Anyone who chose to go into the different 
parts of the Settlement—he alluded more 
especially to the back parts—would be 
convinced that there was room for great 
improvement in police supervision and 
sanitary arrangements, He had frequently 
passed through the upper part of the Pe- 
king rvad, towards the oon and he could 
only say that the condition of things there 
was disgusting in the. extreme—it was 
offensive to the eye and a pesthole in warm 
weather. No doubt the central parts of 
the Settlement were in a more wholesome 
condition, but the back parts were simply 
filthy, and the condition of things was 
highly dangerous. He need only refer to 
& memorandum which was signed by all 
the medical practitioners in the place, him- 
self included, and in which there was no 
attempt at exaggeration, simply statements 


“of facts. He need only say that, unless 


some attempt was made to remedy the 
condition of things it disclosed, they must 
all suffer. He had watched the erection 


of some tenements lately on the upper part 
of the Foochow road, where there was a 
bit of land which for two months had been 
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simply a stagnant pool. After the rainy 
weather and during the latter part of it, 
the pool was filled with mud; this was 
allowed to wash well down, and then 
a slight foundation of a few bricks were 
put on it. Upon that reeking pond a 
single row of tenements was then built, 
and if anyone chose to go up there now, 
they could see several rows of such houses 
crowded with Chinese. Now the pond was 
filled up, the place had a decent exterior, 
and many respectable looking Chinese were 
living there ; but it was a state of things 
which should not be allowed ; it was a dis- 
grace to the owner—whom he did not 
know, though he could not help giving 
them the case as an instance which had 
come much under his notice. A great 
many Chinese houses were erected in a 
similar way, and there was no objection to 
their light and hasty construction if the 
ground were well raised and drained. 
There were serious objections however to 
erecting tenements at a cheap rate, not 
draining the land, and constructing them 
in such a miserable way that they really 
were uninhabitable on the score of health. 


Mr.-KinesmIi1, with regard to what had 
been stated by Dr. Johnston as to the non- 
fulfilment of sanitary conditions in the new 


houses built in the Foochow Road, begged 
. This 


to read Municipal Bye-Law XVII 
gave the Council full power to act 
ip such a case, if the state of affairs were 
as described. He therefore threw back 
on the past Municipal Council, the entire 
blame in allowing the continuance of such 
a state of affairs. They had had full 
power to see that no such nuisance was 
rpetrated, and he thought it would 
have been better if, instead of coming 
before the meeting in support of any 
such proposition as that now under 
discussion, they had taken care that the 
power committed to them was properly 
discharged. Those powers were ample, 
but it was useless to propose abstract 
resolutions where the will to carry them 
out. was wanting. In such a case they 
became mere waste paper, as indeed all 
resolutions passed in ignorance or in 
contravention of economic laws were sure 
sooner or later to become. 


Mr. SmirnH remarked that, after all the 
trouble and expense he went to, to keep 
his properties in order, his reward, under 
Mr. Kidner’s amendment, was that he 
would have to pay increased taxes in order 
that people outside the Honan road limit 
might be benefited. 

Mr. Wetmore said Mr. Kingsmill’s re- 
marks called for some response from him. 


He might say that the subject oceyp; 
aaa the Council’s time did 
thing else. But without a very large star 
it was impossible to keep these matter, 
under proper supervision, looking to th. 
enormous Chinese population they had ;, 
deal with. In support of this, iba had only 
to refer to the report by the medical me, 
which he had already laid before th, 
meeting. No amount of money would py: 
the Settlements in a perfectly healthy cop. 
dition, 

Mr, Groom asked why the limit wa 
drawn at Honan Road. 4 

Mr. Krpwer said, because he considere, 
that the Settlement on the east side was 
mostly occupied by foreigners. 

Mr. Bisset, on behalf of the owner, had 


to take exception to what Dr. Johnston hag 


said regarding the property in the Foochoy 
Road. It was not formerly a pond, but 
hard ground, 


Dr. Jounston assured him that he had 
given a faithful description of what |e 
had seen, and he had visited the locality 
four or five times a day. 

Mr, Bisset remarke:i that he could speak 
from personal knowledge of the property. 
It formerly belonged to a personal friend 
of Dr. Johnston and was hard dry ground. 
but in consequence of the raising of the 
road, it may have been swampy after wet 
weather. It had been leased to a China. 
man, and every means had been used to get 
him to raise it properly. When he failed 
to do so, it must be admitted in de- 
fence of the Municipal authorities that 
they had brought pressure to bear upon 
him. He thought Dr. Johnston’s state- 
ment greatly overcoloured. If he hai 
spoken of the property immediately south 
of the Lock Hospital, his remarks would 
have béen more correct, as part of it 
had been a pond, now filled up. With 
reference.to the west end of Peking Road, 
he thought people in the habit of going 
through the Settlement could not but ad- 


mit that the Municipal Council failed 


to spend a suflicient amount of money 
upon the native quarters. A great deal 
had been camaded on outside roads, Ac. 
of no use to natives; and if the Council & 
had spent a proper proportion of the reve- 
nue on the Chinese streets, they would not 
have to complain of their bad condition. 
He thought it would be well, in future 
budgets, to show what amount was draw 
from purely Chinese sources, and what had 
been spent in the Chinese quarters, espe- 
cially in the matters of roads, light, &c. 
Mr. Hiu1 asked for information. Wa 
not all this desultory conversation about 
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roperty on the West side of the Honan 
stn | irrelevant to Mr. Kidner’s resolution ? 

The CHATRMAN said it all arose out of the 
subject of the resolution. 


Mr. Wermore said, with regard to Mr. 
pisset’s remarks, he had drawn up a few 
fgures showing the advance of Municipal 
expenditure, from which he thought it 
would be seen rae far the largest portion 
of the money raised was spent, directly or 
indirectly, for the benefit of Chinese resi- 
dents. it was familiar to most of those 
present that, anterior to 1861, there was a 
very small native population within the 
Settlement limits. During that and the 
following year, however, there was a large 
influx of people, caused by the appearance 
of the rebels in the neighborhood. In 
1860-61 the whole Municipal expenditure 
did not exceed Tis. 15,000; in 1861-62 it 
rose to 32,000; next year to Tis. 
43,000 ; in 1863 to Tis. 122,000 and in 
1364 to Tls, 248,000. He thought that 
was proof positive that the heavy burden 
of expenditure the Ratepayers were called 
upon to bear at the present time, was 
almost entirely owing to the existence of 
this large population in their midst, With 
the addition of Hongkew, he did not 


believe that the Munici expenditure 
at the present time w be over Tis. 
50,000 annum, if did not have a 
population of 76 or 100,000 natives to pro- 


vide for. 2 

Mr. Bisset did not think that bore al- 
together on what he said. Old residents 
must know that a great portion of this 
increasing expenditure was necessary to 
the comfort of foreign residents, as well as 
on account of the influx of Chinese. It 
used to be said, for instance, that in those 
days it was only possible to go out after a 
fall of rain, in topboots, What he desired 
to have shown, was the expenditure on the 
native and foreign quarters respectively. 
Mr, Wermore said it was impossible to 
arrive at anything like an exact estimate of 
what sums were spent purely for the bene- 
fit of Foreigners, and what for Chinese. 
They must take into consideration that on 
the south, north, and west there was a 
large native city, and that the roads were 
mainly cut up by the large Chinese popu- 
lation passing backward and forward ; so 
that the expenditure confined to the Chi- 
nese quarters could not be taken as the 
measure of the expenditure for their benefit. 
It was undoubtedly the case, too, that in 
such @ department as that of Police, a 
large expenditure was necessitated by the 
presence of the Chinese, while the sanitary 
department had no existence till 1861. 
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Mr. Purpon would like to call attention 
toa remark that had dropped frum the 
Chairman, about the necessity ‘or submit- 
ing any alteration or increase of taxation to 
the native authorities. Was it to be un- 
derstood that every tax upon Chinese 

roperty, or affecting native residents, 
ad to be submitted to the Taotai be- 
fore being enforced? For instance, the 
Council intended to tax wheelbarrows and 
vehicles; was it necessary to have the 
Taotai’s assent to that, and if such assent 
were not obtained, did it throw out the 


proposed licenses? 


The CHartnmMan said nothing could be 
clearer than that, to enforce taxes, the 
consent of the authorities of the Court to 
which people might appeal, should be had. 
If the Chinese refu to pay, they must 
be taken to the Mixed Court, where the 
decision of the Magistrate would no doubt 


depend on whether the consent of the 


Taotai had been given to the imposition of . 
the tax. The scheme of taxation was not 
submitted from year to year, however, 
when there was no change. 

Mr, Carrer said, as to the proportion of 
contributions by Chinese and Foreigners, 
he found that the Chinese paid in licenses 
and native house tax Tis. 94,870, while 
foreigners resident only Me Tis. 40,000. 


There were, however, 100,000 paid 
by trade in the form of wharfage 
dues. So that the Chinese paid 


more than double the foreign share of 
Municipal rate. He should like to call 
the attention of the meeting to Art. IX 
of the Land Regulations, and he doubted 
whether it was competent for this meeting, 
with or without the consent of the Taotai, 
to pass a differential rate of taxation. 
The Article ran : ‘‘and it shall be com- 
petent ta such meeting * * * to im 
and levy rates * * and to declare an 
assessment in the form of A rate to be 
made on the said land or buildings. There 
was no provision fora differential rate— 
that the clean part of the Settlement should 
pay for cleansing the dirty part of it. They 
were, therefore, losing time unnecessarily ; 
the proposition was, he thought, illegal, 
and he should advise his Chinese friends 
on the east side of Honan road not to pay 
if the tax were impused. 

The CuargMan said Mr. Carter’s opinion 
might be correct, but in face of the fact 
that differential rates had been imposed 
all nlong, he should feel disinclined to rule 
that he was in order. 

Mr. Fearon suggested that Mr. Kidner 
might be induced to withdraw the amend- 
meut. He need scarcely say that the 
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majority of the Council were at one with 
Mr. Kidner as to some of the matters he» had 
brought forward ; there was no doubt that 
the sanitary condition of the Settlement 
needed vast improvement, and that some 
very careful measures would have to be 
arranged with that object. The Council 
had intended to bring forward res»lutions 
ou this matter, but being ruled out on a 
point of order, they hoped that it would 
be discussed ata special meeting to be 
held for the purpose, 


The CHarrmMan asked who ruled the 


Couneil ont. 


Mr. Fearon said it was determined that 
the matter was notin order, and it was 
therefore postponed. It was very desirable 
that the question should now be postponed 
for a special meeting. The Council were 
unaware that it was to be brought forward 
to-day, and they doubted whether Mr. Kid- 
ner’s measure was sufticient. Mr. Kiduer 
only proposed to increase the house-tax 
upon a certain portion of the native 
houses in the Settlements, and until it 
was known what that tax would produce, 
it was impossible, as Mr. Seligmann 
observed, to say what its effect would be. 

A poll was then taken upon the Amend- 


ment proposed by Mr. Kidner. The Chair-— 


man declared the result to be 79 for and 
210 against it. 
fore Jost. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. 
Fearon’s Resolution which was put to the 
Meeting and ca:ried unanimously. 


Mr. Fearon next proposed, and Mr. 
SELIGMANN seconded 

Resolution VI IT.—‘*That the estimated ex- 
penditure in the Municipal Budget for the 
year commenced Ist April 1874, and ending 
3ist March 1875, as proposed by the retiring 
Council for the Foreign Community of Shang- 
hai, together with the recommendations at- 
tached thereto, be hereby approved and 
adopted.”’ 

Carried unanimously. 


Mr. Purpon.—It will be in the recollec- 
tion of the Ratepayers that, at the last 
annual meeting, the Council were instructed 
to form the Bund on the north side of the 
Soochow Creek from Wills’ Bridge to Ho- 
van Road, but at the same time the pro- 
posers of the resolution left it very much 
to the Council as to the immediate carrying 
out of the plan. The Council, upon taking 
office and looking into the matter, did not 
deem it desirable in the then state of the 
finances to spend the money on that Bund ; 
the more so that, as they had no sey f 
to build a bridge at the end of Honan Road, 
and did not contemplate moving the ‘‘Free 


The Amendment was there- | 


Ferry Bridge” there, it would be a use), 
expenditure, for the Bund would be usec, 
without the Bridge. The Council thierefo,, 
come forward now with a resolution to buij4 
a bridge at the end of the Honan Road, ,), 
will understand that if this resolution ;, 
carried it involves the carrying out of th. 
one passed last year, authorizing the makin 

the Bund, ‘The matter divides itself jx, 
two parts, the usefulness of the work, ay; 
the expediency of spending the amount re. 
quired for such an improvement, So tar a, 
the first point is concerned, there can be n. 
question. It is undoubtedly a work tha 
will be a great improvement and bene(; 
the whole public, by opening up further 
means of communication between the two 
parts of the Settlement, As regards the 
second point, it has been said that it bene. 
fits private interests, therefore let private 
interests pay fer it. I do not know any 
public improvements that do not benefit 
some private interests more than others . 
and so far as paying for it in this case, thos 
concerned admit freely it will benefit 
their property, and they accordingly pay 
largely towards it. In the first place they 
agree to build the Bund for about 
Tis. 5,500, and the Bridge for Ts. 5,000, 
whereas if this work had to be done by the 
Council entering the open market for ten- 
ders, it would cost Tis, 3,000 a 4,000 more 
than this. Then the owners of the land not 
only give the ground necessary to forma 
40 feet Bund which, including the slope as 
it would be a half bunding, would be fifty 
feet, but they-also give the ground for three 
other roads, say two cross roads extension 
of Honan and Kiangsi Roads, which they 
also to fill up at their own expense, 
and the ground for a road to continue the 
Tiendong Road. The front of the creek 
ealled on the plan Kingsmill Creek will be 
surrendered for bunding also, I beg to 
prvpose ‘he following resulution :— 


Resolution IX.—‘*That this Meeting is of the 
opinion that it is desirable to construct a 

alava wood Bridge, 25 feet wide, across the 
Soochow Creek at the end of the Honan Road, 
and that the Council for the time being be and 
are hereby authorized, under Art. 1X of the 
Land Regulations of 1870, to raise a sum tot 
exceeding five thousand Shanghai Taels (Tls. 
5,000), by Debentures redeemable in not less 
than five, and not more than twenty years 
from date of issue, and bearing interest at the 
rate of not over 8 % per annum, for the purpose 
of erecting same.” 


Mr. Moszs thought, after Mr. Purdon’s 
lucid explanation, there would be nothing 
left for him to say, in seconding the reso- 
lution ; but he saw that one point had 
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heen omitted. The present Free Ferry 
pridge would have to be removed sooner or 
jater, and a new bridge would have to be 
erected somewhere over the Soochow Creek. 
The better place would be the end of Honan 
Road, where it would accommodate the 
trafic coming out of the city, and ease the 
Garden Bridge. | 

Mr. Dent.—Is there a right.of way 
already existing through the land on the 
soochow bank of the Creek ? 


Mr. Porpon.—No, it is not at present 
decided there is. And it is well the Kate- 
payers should be told that the owners of 
‘the property have had an application to 
lease it for 15 years.. If they do so the 
land will be enclosed down to the water 
line. Being anxious to bund, they have 
refused the lease thus far; but if the 
present pro lis refused the lease will 
be made ; the land will be lost for 15 years; 
and when the work has eventually to be 
carried out, it will undoubtedly cost two or 
three times a8 much as it can now be done 
for. 


Mr. Krnq@sMI1t said there could be only 
one opinion as to thedesirability of a bridge ; 
what we all wanted was better means of 
communication. Traffic was increasing, and 
as our streets unfortunately did not grow 
wider, they were getting more and more 
crowded. His only remark on the resolu- 
tion would be of a technical nature, Re- 


fering to the plan exhibited, he thought | 


the bridge should be carried on in a direct 
line with the road, instead of deflecting at 
an angle as shown in the plan. 


Mr. Purpow said there would be no 
objection to the ehange. It would cost a 
little more, as it would make the bridge a 
little longer, but no doubt the Ratepayers 
would not object to the cost of a little more 
wood, 


The fesolution was then put to the 
meeting and carried against a few dis- 
sentient voices. 


Mr. Purpon next called attention to a 
street plan of the Settlement, showing 
where alterations were practicable. The 
portions marked redindicated where ground 
can be easily obtained by removing walls— 
blue where temporary structures interfere 
—deep black where permanent buildings 
interfere, and green the proposed new- 
roads The widening of the streets was so 
very desirable that the Ratepayers would 
uo doubt gladly accede to any reasonable 
proposition that has this for its object, and 
it was with that view the Council brought 
forward this resolution, to enable them to 


act whenever opportunities offer. He might 
mention that, if all the port'on marked red 
on the Nanking Road for instance, were 
obtained from the owners, there would be 
n clear view of the «treet from the Bund 
to near Honan Road, and that the 
Council have reason to believe that the 
owners of the land on which Leeching’s 
shop is, just above Kianysi road, are willing 
to sell the part jutting out on the Nanking 
road as marked on tle plan, for the as- 
sessed value of the land ; so that that very 
objectionable obstruction would be re- 
moved, and a beginning made in the 
straitening of this important thorough- 
fare. With these few remarks he would 
propvse--- 


Resolution X.—‘** That this Meeting is of the 
opinion that it is desirable to widen the Streets 
of the Settlement where practicable, and that 
the Council for the time being be and are 
hereby authorized, under Art. LX of the Land 
Regulations of 1870, to raise (if necessary,) a 
sum not exceeding Tis. 10,000 8. S., by De- 
bentures redeemable in not less than five, and 
not more than twenty years from date of issue, 
and bearing interest at the rate of not over 


8 % per annum, for the purpose.” 


Mr. Faron, in seconding the resolution, 
said the benefit that would arise from 
the scheme wae so self-evident, that he did 
not feel called on to make any remark in 
support of Mr. Purdon’s statement. 

Carried unanimously. 


Mr. Purpon wished, before adjourning, 
to lay before the meeting a resolution for 
the purchase of Messrs, Geo. Barnet & 
Co.’s property, and they could then dis- 
cuss the project over tiffin. He did not 
know that he could add anything to what 
had been said by the Council in their 
special report. ‘They all knew that the 
lease of the present premises expired at 
the end of 1875, and the Municipality 
could take possession of Geo. Barnet & 
Co.’s premises at the end of November 
1875, which would be convenient. 
He proposed therefore the following 
resolution :— 


Resolution X ]—*‘ Resolved that this Meeting 
sanction the purchase for Municipal purposes 
of Messrs. George Barnet & Co.’s property (Lot 
No. 57 Title Deed 31, registered in British 
Consulate, and measuring 11m. Of. 2]. Oh.) for 
the sum of Forty thousand Taels (Tis. 40,000) 
Shanghai Sycee, and that the Council for the 
time being be and are hereby authorised to 
issue Debentures for Fifty thousand Taels 
(Tis. 50,000) Shanghai Sycee, redeemable in 
not less than Five and not more than Twenty 


_ years from date of issue, and bearing interest 


at the rate of not over 8 % per annum, to 
provide for the cost of same, to make such 
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alterations to the premises as may — 
necessary, and to repair the existing Police 
Barracks, ineer’s office, &c., belonging to 
the Municipality, in the Honan Road, as re- 
commended in the Report submitted by the 
Public Works Committee of the Council for 
1873-1874.” 


Mr. Kats seconded. 


No one offering any remarks, the Cuarr- 
MAN put the resolution, as the Ratepayers 
were leaving, and it was carried nem. con. 

The CuarkMaN then announced an ad- 
journment till 1.30. 


J. A. POND, 
Secretary of the Meeting. 


Mr. Carrer however having intimate; 
that, as the Official business was over, },, 
would withdraw the special resolutions of 
which he had given notice, 

Mr. Fearon announced that the busine, 
of the meeting was over, and proposed— 

Resolusion XI1.—‘* That the thanks of th; 
regen. due to Mr. Seward for the ability 
with which he had presided.” 

Mr. Carrer then pro and Mr. 
Hrut seconded, a vote of thanks to the ro. 
tiring Council ; and the meeting broke up. 


GEV. F. SEWARD, 
Chairman of the Meeting. 
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The RESOL UTIONS passed at the Special Meeting of —.. 
of the Foreign Community of Shanghai, North of the Yano. 


king-pang, held in the Lyceum Theatre, on the 8th of ie, 
1874, are as follows :— 


Resolution I.—That Mr. J. A. Pond be appointed Secretary to t), | 
meeting. 
Appointment of Committee for Revision of Land Regulations of 1870. 
Resolution II.—That the Committee appointed at the annual mectin, 
of Ratepayers in May 1873, as per Resolutions XXIII and XXIV of th,, 
_ meeting, be relieved from their duties, and that a new Committee, consistin, 
of not less than nine Ratepayers, be now appointed, to revise correct a( 
extend the present Land Regulations; and for this purpose the xj; 
‘Committee be authorized to spend of the public funds, any sums 1; 
exceeding Tis. 2,000 in all, to obtain such assistance as they may deen 
necessary ; and further be it resolved that, before the Regulations , 
revised are referred to the Foreign and Native Authorities as provided {o; 
by Article XXVIII of the present Regulations, the Committee submit then 
to a special meeting of Ratepayers, for approval. 


Proxy . Voting. 
Resolution 111.—That this Meeting dissents from the ruling of th 
Treaty Consuls on the question of proxy voting referred to them in 187). 
decision. 


and begs them to reconsider their 


This meeting desires at the same time to eipcunt en epindon: tilvers 1 
the acceptance, at Ratepayers’ Meetings, of proxies of Ratepayers actually 
present in Shanghai. 


Proxy Voting—Alteration of Article XIX of Land Regulations. 

Resolution 1V.—That Article XIX of the Land Regulations be amended 
by the insertion (in the eleventh line)—after the words ‘‘* * * shall be 
entitled to vote in the election of the said Members of the Council and a 
the public meetings,”—of the following words :— 

‘‘ Provided always that no proxies shall be admitted, at such meetings, 
of Ratepayers actually present at Shanghai.” 


about A the F Settlements under 
Desirability of bringing about Amalgamation of — u 


Resolution V. —That in eis at thy blake semadianions, wel the great 
inconvenience and expense arising from the present plurality of Foreign 
Muticipalities at Shanghai, the Municipal Council be requested to address 
the Treaty Consuls upon the desirability of bringing about the amalgamation 
of the Foreign Settlements north and south of the Yang-king-pang under 
one and the same Government, for all purposes of police, drainage, taxation 
and Municipal matters generally—without prejudice to the tenure of real 
estate, or other National rights, which should remain as heretofore. 


Returns as to Income and Expenditure Chinese Quarters. : 
_  Regolution VI.—That the following Returns be made up and published 
before the end of Dec. 1874, and that the consideration of all questions 
affecting Chinese Property be postponed until such information is in the 
hands of the Ratepayers— | | 


ist.—The Annual Revenue, for three years ending Slst- March last, | 
derived from— 


aa 


os 


SB Se & es = = 


(1)—Native House Taxes in both Settlements. 

(2)—Taxes on Land in both Settlements occupied by Native Houses. 
(3)—Native Licenses. 

(4)—The American Settlement—fromi all sourcee—Wharfage Dues 


excepted, 

2nd.—The Annual Expénditure for three years ending 31st March last, 
on the three items—separately—of Maintenance of Roads, Drains, 
and Lighting in— 

(1)—The portion of the English Settlement West of, and including the, 
Honan Road. 

(2)—The portion of the English Settlement East of the Honan Road. 

(3)—The American Settlement. 

3rd.—The number of Public Street Lamps in each of the three above- 
mentioned divisions of the Settlements. 

4th.—The total length of Public Streets in each of the same divisions. 

5th.—The total cost to date of the Public Garden. 

6th.—The tot&l cost to date of making and maintaining all roads outside 
the limits of the Foreign Settlements. , 

7th.—The amount expended during the past three years on River and 
Creek 


Bunding. 
 Sth.—The cost of the recent raising, metalling, &c., of the Yangtsze 


Road or Bund. 
9th,—The Annual Cost of the Police Force required in the American 
Settlement. 


GEORGE F. SEWARD, 
Chairman of the Meeting. 
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SPECIAL MEETING OF RATEPAYERS. 


Debates, Proceedings and Votes of the Shanghai Ratepayers, in Public Meeting 
assembled on the 8th June, 1874, at the Lyceum Theatre. 


VOTES REPRESENTED—OCOMMITIEE FOR REVISION OF LAND REGULATIONS (1870) 


A sPEcIaL meeting of 
held in the Lyceum 


ost, The follow were present, repre- 
aie in all 905 oclas 


att: We cekses 2 
oa W  scdsaseceves @ 
Bisset, i Py intake 
Blethen, C. BP. ... ; 
W. H... 
Coryell, M...c00 1 
Cowie, G. J. W...15 
Dent, Ds sccnavendcan @ 
Drummond, W. V, 2 
Ewald, Li sossseeee I 


Forbes, F, B. eee ] Smith 


Gubbay, M. 8. weld 
Gundry, R. 8. .. 3 


Hanssen, H. P....10 Th 


Keswick, W. ......16 
Kidner, W......... 2 
King, 6. J. ocheny Ot 
Kingsmill, T, W. 1 


% 


3 a “som 


Mybureh, A. ... 
ear T. uc. 2 
Vg’ Renae * 


H. 
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Mr. Purnpon said that, as this was a 
special mevting and the oy sara sostees4 
f Ratepayers were present or represente 
Me Sowied sa Sealer Veunel would take 


the chair. 


Mr. Sewarp having taken the chair, pro- 


Resolution J.—That Mr. J. A. Pond be ap- 
pointed Secretary to the meeting. 

Mr. Purpon seconded, and the appoint- 
ment was duly ratified. 

The CuarmMan said thie was a 
meeting of Landrenters, called in accor- 
danee with Article 15 of the Land Reyula- 
tions. The notice of the motions to be 
broaght forward having been printed in 


the newspap 


of the 


» there seemed to be no 


Ratepayers was 
Theatre on the 8th 


_ 


Regulations. At the meeting of 1873, some- — 


ree 


was done towards t gs rs) to 
@ misunderstanding, it might to 
have come to nothing. They might see by 


the resolution of 1873, that the Foreign Con- 
suls were requested to take into considera- 
tion the revision of the Land Regulations, 
and a Committee was appointed to assist 
and confer with them; but when they came 
together fag Consuls mg it _ the 
Ratepa province to revise, and that 
the aie ee should come before them for 
their sanction. The Committee theref 


except 

Shanghai. At last meeting, the last Coun- 
cil were pre with a resolution to 
have that ittee add to its num- 
ber, but they found on consideration that 
it could not be ae ee at the 
general meeting, « consequent] 
reserved it for a densi seen, Since 
then, however, one of these gentlemen 
had declined to serve, leaving only two of 
the original Committee, and the Coancil 
thought it better to bring forward an en- 
tirely new resolution appointing a Com- 
mittee for the It was a very 
necessary thing to have the Regulations 
revised, in order to meet the present re- 
quirements of the Municipality. If this 

ion were passed approving the ap- 
pointment of a Committee, the Council 
would offer another as to its composition. 
He begged to propose— 

Resolution IT.—That the Committee appoint- 
ed at the annual meeting of Ratepayers in May 
1873, as per Resolutions XXII and XXPV of 
that meeting, be relieved from their duties, and 
de cineeees Wer tace 

nine ers, be now 
revise correct A extend the present Land 


ma 
deem necessary ; and further be it senelvel 
that, before the Regulations 

referred to che Foreign and Native Authorities, 
as provided for by Article XXVIII of the 
present Regulations, the Committee submit 
them — special meeting of Ratepayers, for 
approv 
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The only particular point in this resolu- 
tion was, to give the Committee Pings | 
to spend a sum not exceeding $2,000, wi 
the idea that they would obtain what legal 
or other assistance they might deetn neces- 
sary to do the work of putting the Regula- 
tions into shape, when these would then 
be submitted to the Committee for revision 
or alteration. So that it. would take the 
hard work of revision off their hands. 
They would simply have to revise, and 
to suggest, and thus the work would. be 
much more likely to be carried out effeo- 
tively aud shortly, than if the Committee 
had no such power, and had to do it by 
themselves, 

Mr. Woop seconded the resolution, 
which was carried nem. con. eee 


Mr. Purpon said the next motion re- 
ferred to the manner of appointing that 
Committee, The meeting were furnished 
= step of the ee of Dt gentlemen 
who “86 gine og r willingness to act 
if appointed. In the list the only two 
members of the old Committee remaining 
were included— Messrs. Forbes and Iveson, 
who would no doubt be elected on the new 
bne. He had now to propose— 

Motion.—That the Committee as 


for in the 0 om. Resolution be appointed 
poe by the present meeting ; the names 
rin ert ats Hr aad ie 
votes consi appointed as 
the Committee. : 
The idea 
carried, the 
they did not wish to remain on the list, 


that if this resolution were 
epayers would erase those 


leavin 
Mr. : 
Neng waaay > asked the ae how 
they were ng to vote. It appeared 
they were to = their names, and this 
e it no longer a vote by ballot. What 
‘was the use of their voting by ballot if they 
had to put their names on the paper? 
The Cuarrman—This is a resolution 
ian for the appointment of this 
mimittee by ballot. Tf question the 
wisdom of proceeding in this way ; and as 
Chairman of the parting bg is competent 
for me to point out what is the us and 
what seems to me to be,the better, way. I 
believe it is usual in all parliamen 
bodies to leave the appointment of Com 
mittees to the irm It ig so in the 


nine to be elected. 
seconded. 


course the Chairman has pro 


general feeling bei 


larger list to choose from. One g 


my reasons. In the appointment of my. _ 
a Committee as this, it is desirable t),, 
national interests, and the interests ,; 
property and nen-property holders shoy\4 

consulted, and I su t to the meetin, 
whether it is likely that all those interes, 
will be so thoroughly considered if ¢), 


- Committee be appoiuted by ballot as j; ; 
Oheiraen | The 


be appointed by the 
meeting is of course always supreme, and 
retains its p wer to review any int. 
ment made by the Chairman. I will noy 
put the resolution to the vote, leaving j, 
to the meeting to decide whether to appoin; 
a Committee by ballot as is p » or 
to leave it in the hands of the i 


Mr. Purpvor—I might — BO far 
as I know the opinion of the Council, they 
would have had no objection whatever to the 
posed, if they 
had supposed that he would have been 
willing to take the res ility of ap. 
pointing this Committee. But, not knov. 
ing that, they came forward with a number 
of names of emen who had consented 
to serve ; ‘ why would have been 

to have left the appointment of 
ke. ittee to the Chairman. He — 
could undoubtedly get the different in. 
terests better represented, and the Council 
had now is hwhatever to push their motion, 
but would leave it to the Ratepayers to say 
which course they prefer. 

The Cuargmasé then put the motion 
of the Conncil to the meeting, when the 
. in wig a 
course he himself had proposed, he said :— 
The failure of this motion leaves the ap- 
pointment of the Committee in my hands, 
according to Parliamentary usage. 

Mr. Purporx—I ume that, although 
this list of those willing to serve has been 
handed in, there is no ser soe whatever 
to any rate 8 any- 
one a 20 that the meeting would have a 
gentleman 


serve, 
as we 


we have put down, they have generally 


 pefused 


The Cuarmman—As has already been 
: | in 


ee a a ee 


a5 f 
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old Committee 
hich I will 


and Pater- 
Selig 


+ 


pemuch pains as I in 


4 Committee to represent the inte 


perty and ew 
molly as possible. ae iy 
rty holders, Five are | 
PF hould have prefer 


four, but, béyond the two Americans and 


tno Germans named, there i 
any nationality other than 
will serve. 
Mr. Porpow said, as far as the Council 
yas concerned, they had brought forward 


what business they had; the rest had to 


come from the ratepayers. 
Mr. CaRtTER said the motion of which he 
had first given notice was— : 
Resolution I1].—That this Meeti 
from the ruling of the Treaty Consuls on the 
187] ; tad Eis tech We sosonelles Welt dait- 
on, 
This . rare se at hogecgpe time to 
express an | verse e 
xt Ratepayers’ Meetings, of proxies of Rate- 
payers actually present in Shanghai. 
The question was considered at the 
reese Treaty Consuls held on 8th 
December 1871. 


Mr. TURNBULL seconded. 


The Ogamman put the motion, and said 
the Ayes seemed to have it, Carried. 

Mr. Canter then proposed a sight altera- 
tion in one of the Land Regulations, more, 
he said, of the nature of a definition than 
anything else— 


dissents 


shall 
said Members of the Council and at the pub- 
lie prea NE the follewiag words :— 

“ Provided always that no proxies shall be 
admitted, at such meetings, of Ratepayers 
actually present at Shanghai.” 

He thought that, after the large majority 
by which the previous resolution was 

it was unnecessary for him to 
speak on this one. It involved but a very 
slight alteration of the Land Regulations, 
and it was only defining what was already 
expressed in —that absent owners of 


land ‘alone should be permitted to vote by 


proxy: 


and in. 


_all they did was to ap 


Mr. Turnsutx had much pleasure in 
seconding the resolution, | 

No remarks offering, | 

The Ouaimman ed to put the 
motion, observing they seemed to be 
disposing of business in a summary way. 


ter’s motion 
said were in the 11th line of page 24. 


Mr. Purpow said it was the 11th line 


| of the Article, not of the page; and 


The CHARMAN suggested that the words 
in the resolution ‘on page 24” should be — 
struck out, which was accordingly dune. 

Mr, Forses thought it was evident that 
the gh nee and seconder of the resolution 
were relying upon the large majority on 
the last, to stifle debate on this one. he 
was almost alone in giving a negative vote 
on the previous resolution, he had some 
hesitation in king against this, But 
he put it to iy meeting whether they 
should not, as a business matter, allow this 
question to go to the Committee just ap- 
pointed to revise the Laud Regulations, to 
consider this alteration while they wore 
making such changes as would bring the 
Regulations into proper working form. He 
would like to offer an amendment— _ 

Motion.—That the qiestion of proxy votin 
be referred. to the Committee just Seatintad 
for revision of the Land Regulations. 

Mr, SELIGMANN seconded. 

The Cuarnman read the amendment, and 
said that the effect of a negative vote on Mr. 
Carter’s resolution would be exactly the 
same, He questioned, therefore, whether it 
might not as well rest on the affirmative 
or negative of the resolution. Did Mr. 


Forbes insist upon the amendment ? 


Mr. Canter was surprised at the auda- 
city of Mr, Forbes in bringing forward this 
amendment, as he was one of the members 
of the Committee appointed in 1873, when 
int a Chairman, 
and they never saw other afterwards. 
He hoped the new Committee the Chair- 
man had selected, would be inclined to do 
their-duty a little more than the old one. 
At any rate lawyers had to be consulted, 
and after lawyers consuls, and after consuls 
ministers, aud the ministers might wish to 
write to their Governments at home before 
they sanction new Land Regulations ; 
therefore, it might be three years befure 
these come into force. At last meeting 
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8 AMALGAMATION OF THE FOREIGN SETTLEMENTS NORTH AND SOUTH OF YANG-KING Payc _ 
TAX ON DOGS, PONTES, VEHICLES, Kc. 


one gentleman estimated it at five years, 
whereas a small amendment co be 
effected in about three months; it had 
only to be submitted to the Ovnsuls before 
being sent up to Peking. So he must ask 


the meeting to vote against Mr. Forbes’ 
amendment, | 7 

The Caarnman said Mr. Forbes with- 
drew his amendment, and the question 


was upon the original motion. Having put 
it to the meeting, 
sve it. 


he declared the ayes to 


A poll was called for. 
Mr, Porpow said before the poll was 


taken, he would like to know whether it. 
was to be understood that proxies should’ 


come in on this vote or not. The former 
decision of the Consuls was that proxies 
included. those for resident ratepayers 
absent from the meeting, as well as those 
for landowners absent from the Settle- 
ment. But he should like to know 
whether. this applied to special as well as 
general meetings, ee 

The Onatrnman said this question wa* 
referred in 1871 to the Consuls, who at 
that time gave it as their opinion that 
proxies must be admitted at meetings, and 
made no distinction in their statement 
between general and special meeti 
It would be very inconsistent on his (the 
Chairman’s) part to rule now that proxies 
be not admitted here. He would accord- 
ingly rule that they be admitted, but the 
question was one on which the m 
could over-rule him if it liked. If no ob- 
jection were taken to the ruling, they would 

to vote. 

The ag then taken gave, for the mo- 
. tion, 139; against, 104. The result was 
received with applause by those on the 
affirmative side. 


Mr. Carrer hoped there would be no 
discussion at all upon his next motion ; 
as everyone was aware, it amounted only 
to an expression of opiniun. The ques- 
tion of the amalgamation of the Settle- 
ments would have to go through the usual 
course, a the Consuls and then to 
Peking ; but ultimately it would be a matter 


for international negotiation. He thought: 


everyone present was satisfied that it 
would be a very advantageous thing to 
have the whole of the Foreign Settlements 
under one Municipal Government, but 
he wished it to be understood ae the 
motion was only an expression of opinion 
on the part of this meeting. wit 
further remark he put his proposition— 
Resolution V.—That in view of the man 

complications, and the great inconvenience 
expense arising from the present plurality of 


thout 


real ¢ or other National rj 
pacer ye deepen =n hse egal a 
Mr. Kine begged to second the motion, 


‘The Cuarrm'n put the motion to th, 
meeting, wheu the vote proved to be largely 
in its- favour. 

Mr..Carnter then said the question o; 
taxing horses and carriages was brough; 


4 


forward atthe annual meeting last year 


when it was carried by @ very larg 
majority. But it was s he 
believed the legal adviser of the Counc 
had told them—that it was not competen; 
for a resolution of that kind to be passe; 


» es and that a special 
mee was required to make it legal, 


ng 

The late M Council promised to 
Aatnk the senategicabaceuel él this meet. 
ing—Mr. Seligmann and Mr. Fearon had 
promised him that it should be. Of cours 
those gentlemen went out of office with 
the late Council, but the present Council 
originally intended to bring it forward ; and 
their legal adviser provided a form of re. 
solution upon which his (Mr. Carter's) was 
based, though he had taken the liberty of 
altering ita little. For some reason or 


other—he believed it was because they 


wished to leave the question to the Com. 
mittee on Land Rardlatices — the Cocoa 
withdrew their motion at the last mo- 


ment, and sv it happened that he brought | 


it forward. As he said before, the new 
Land Regulations might take four or five 
years to come into force, and there was no 
reason why ponies and } should 
not be taxed sooner than that. He had 
estimated the revenue last year from this 
source at about Tis. 13,000, which would 
be available for the suppression of uni- 
sances in the Chinese quarter. The Coun- 
cil said at last meeting, that they were 
short of money and therefore nuisances 
remain. If, as he suggested, a tax were 
moms of $10 on ponies and carriages, 
and $1 upon dogs, the Couneil would 
have means to keep the Settlement 
in a good healthy condition. In 1873, there 
oe 
an ies, about ; 

(Laughter.) From the evidence of their 
eyesight and in other ways, they must 
know that the number of ponies and carri- 
ages had vastly increased since that time. 
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TAX ON DOGS, PONIES, VEHICLES, dc. 9 


This was An advertisement cut from the 
Boston Daily Advertiser. As the meeting 
would see, the rates were $2 and $5 ; but 
he did not propose to make any distinction 
between the sexes, (Great laughter.) He 
thoaght only of putting on a nominal tax 
of $1, which would produce over $2,000 a 
ear and so pay for collection at least, 
But one of the main arguments in favour 
of the tax was that it would assist the 
police in dealing with the mangy curs which 
infest our streets to the danger of all 
passers-by. He now read the motion, as 
follows t— Fe 

Motion.—That the following Bye-Law be 
approved by this M be submitted to the 
Foreign Consuls for th ‘oval, and for- 
warded through them to Peking for confirm- 


atiow, 


y 
pay, or offendi 
ious of this 


Theis 


belonging to or under the control of the 
Municipality,” ould bring inalarge class of 


Mr. Pvrpow 


mewhat incorrect as to his statement 
‘the Council’s reasons for the with- 


Soanci 


was l:id aside and left till close on the 
ry Magny it was pointed out that 
und . XI all alterations of Byo-laws 
could only be made by a special meeting. 
And the reason the Council did not bring 
it forward at the special meeting was that, 
as the Land Regulations were going to be 
revised, they were of opinion that instead 
of introduci ge laws. for 
matters like this, it would bétter to 
have one comprehensive Regulation which 
would enable the Council to impose such 
taxes when the necessity for them arose. 
He thought, therefore, that if this Bye- 
law were postponed till the new Committee 
had the revision of the Regulations under 
consideration, it would be better ; in that 
case the Council would be prepared to bring 
forward a special motion to make such 
taxes leviable at its discretion. Besides 
those proposed by Mr. Carter, it might be 
a ig whether they should not grant 
a license for, or impose a tax on, pleasure 
boats using the jetties. All such matters, 
which must now be fixed by special bye- 
laws, might be dealt with under a com- 
| eaagrels one, and the (Council thought it 

tter to let them rest till they could be so 
dealt with. 


Mr. Kinosmrtt thought with the Chair- 
man of the Council, that any such bye-law 
as. this, which was to strictly bind the 
Council, would be much better left to the 
Committee for the revision of the Regula- 


| tions. The motion covered two points in 


fresh taxation,—one carriages and ponies, 
the other dogs, and the former were in 
a very different position from the latter, 
which were largely used by the Chinese for 
the purpose of protecting their dwellings, — 
and did not make use of the roads, as set 
forth in the motion. With regard to car- 
riages and ponies, an arbitrary tax would 
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work very unevenly. 
called on to subscribe 
pal rates who derived very little benefit 
from their expenditure, while others who 
derived much benefit would have to pay 
very slightly. He thought the matter re- 
quired a good deal of consideration before 
being brought up at a meeting, and he 
must therefore decidedly o the motion. 

Mr, Serigmann doubted whether they 
could ‘upset the resolution passed at a 


People would be 


former meeting, but they could keep 


the thing in suspense by throwing out 
the present motion, and he thought 
it should be kept in suspense for many 
years. The proposed tax was a@ ve 

obnoxious one, was so considered by all 
classes of people in every country, and 
was repealed whenever an opportunity 
occurred for doing so. (Applause.) When 
the last Council came before the Rate- 
payers and su 
was with alarge debit balance and insuffi- 
cient means to provide for the comin 
year. It was necessary they should loo 
out for new subjects for taxation, to 
equalise that budget ; but the Council for 
1874 had been able not only to equalise 


their budget but to come before the | 


Ratepayers with a credit balance, nigh. 
that without any extra taxes they 
been able to meet extra demands on ac- 
count of works, &c. He hoped, therefore, 
the bye-law would not be passed, but that 
the matter would be left in its present 
state of suspense, 

Mr. Kirpnee would suggest that Mr. 
Carter alter his motion. It could scarcely 
be said that dogs made use of the roads. 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr. Carter—In that case they would 
be exempt—say if you had a flying dog. 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr. Kipner suggested that ‘‘ dogs” 
should appear in the bye-law after the 
clause about using the roads, and that 
the tax should, be made leviable only 
after they were six months old. He had 
been presented the other day with ten 
little dogs, for which he would be very 
sorry to have to pay $10. . : 

Mr. Carter.—I would submit to Mr 
Kidner that a dog six months old is not a 
dog. (Laughter. ) | | 

Mr. Watnewricut asked whether Mr. 
Carter intended, under vehicles, to in- 
clude sedan chairs. A chair was a ma- 
chine used as a conveyance and lifted 
above the road on two men’s leys ; ‘a car- 
riage was lifted upon wheels. He should 
like to know whether it was intended to 


include them, because it was a serious 


largely to Muanici- . 


ted such a tax, it | 


matter for the Chinese who most] 
them. | Sider, 


Mr. Canren had not intended: his m,. 
tiow to apply to them, but thanked y, 
Waine t for the sugges , 


‘Mr. Kine thought that to render Chines, 
chairs, &c., amenable to might 
be useful, but ef difficult to put i, 
force, and the pu would not expect j; 
unless the state of the budget rendered ;; 
actually necessary. He should say there. 
fore the object to be aimed at was to rep. 
der Rae &e., onvesnt to taxation 

ou at ever © & necessary or 
advisable measure. | 

The Cuarnman supposed that if they 
passed this byelaw a similar one would by» 
passed in the French Concession. Those 
on this side might then have to pay there, 
and those on that side to 5 aa 80 the 
tax would be a sort of cumulative one. 


Mr. Cartrexn—Perhaps we may lear 
from the Council how they arrange about 
wheelbarrows.. The English Council, | 
believe, had to collect the tax and divide 
it with the French Municipality, but gave 
this up, finding they had all the work, 
most of the wheelbarrows, and only half 
the returns. . 


Mr. Porxpow said the matter.was under 
the consideration of the two Councils. 
He thought what Mr. Wainewright had 
said with regard to sedan chairs simply 
went to prove what he had urged, that the 
better plan would be to let those things 
come up in a regular way in: the revision 
of the Land Regulations. The Council 
would then bring forward a byelaw under 
which they could impose any tax and put 
it in force as soon as they had the consent 
of the Consuls, As every one in the 
Council knew, such little matters as thi: 
of sedan chairs were always coming up ;— 
at next meeting some one would - pro- 
bably start up and propose to tax 
something else of the kind, and that again 
would have to be referred to Peking, He 
repeated that it would be far better to have 
one comprehensive bye-law. 

Mr. QCarrer, in reply, admitted that 
the bye-law he at present proposed 
was not perfect; it was only brought 
forward asa temporary measure, to last for 
three years, till the Land Regulations 
came into force, and the new Comunittee 
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Witt 


The poll having been taken showed, for 
Mr. Carter’s motion 78, against 154, The 
motion was therefore lost, amid applause 
from the Noes, 

Mr. Bisset said, in bringing forward th 
motion which he had to 8 pen he might 
at once admit that he did so inthe in- 
terests of the owners of Chinese property, 
and that notice of this motion was given 
in the So that certain measures 
aflecting Chinese property were to be 
brought forward at this meeting. By 
doing this; he believed he was ; 
himself in antagonism to the prej of 
a large ‘the Ratepayers who might 
be the “‘ auti-Chinese property 
party.” How long that -party had existed 
he _ ‘oe ne it had little weight 
unti 8 t Land Regu- 
lations, th e owners of land extended the 
franchise and gave the ratepayer who 
rents @ house at T'ls, 500 per annum as 
much to say in Municipal matters as the 
largest owner of land. This anti-Chinese 
property party had become more clamorous 
very year, and had made periodical at- 
mpts to increase the taxes on native houses, 


tely 


uittee, the oratory of Mr. Kidner, and 


ast, but not least, a Medical denunciation 

t to make nervous } set oft 
homewards by the first mail, and to make In- 
surance Offices double the rates of premium 
on the lives of the unfortunates who have 
to remain. The gist of the Watch Com- 


_ mittee’s Report was, Ist—that to im- 


sanitary condition of the native 


_ * 


draining and rai 
ia he tee 
and he a 
much to Seas 308 
tion in the Watch 
in common with others interested differed. 
He thought that the natives did contribute 
their full share ; and the Returns whicli 
he was about to move for would show 
whether he were right or wrong. If wrong, 
he had reason to believe that all opposition 
nd yeegeae ie core tata be withdrawn 
© principal owners.. Property owners 
did not wish to screen the natives ; let them 
certainly pay their full share of the general 
burden. This would apply to Mr. Kid- 
ner’s speech at the last meeting ; he might 
also venture to say, if that gentleman had 
made his remarks in less sensational lang- 
3 his opinions would have had more 
weight. Mr. Kidner should, however, 
get full credit for his magnanimity when 
e stated that ‘‘if by his measure the 
Chinese should be driven out of the 
Foreign Quarter, he should not him- 
self view that result with regret,” seeing 
that that result would probably be the 
reduction in value of foreign property, 
in which he (Mr. K.) was interested, by some 
500r75 percent, Hecame now tothemedical 
denunciation. It we oh seem presump- 
tuous in him to place himself in opposition 
to it; but, believing that there is truth in 
the proverb that ‘‘doctors differ,” and that 
he could 8 some medical men to agree 
with him, he would venture to propound the 
theory that it was owing to the vast assem- 
blage of native houses, and the raising and 
draining of the land occupied by them, 
that what is known as Shanghai fever is of 


- & less virulent type than it was some 14 


yearsaago. Morethan that, he would venture 
to state that the Settlement had annually 
improved in sanitary condition for years 
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past, and that the state of even its worst 
slums would com favorably with the 
peg Lar rn cethr He repeated : 
let the Sanitary Department be increased, 
and more attention given to the roads 
and drains in the native quarters, and 
there would be very little left to com 

of. He begged to propose— | 


lst._-The Aanual Revenue, for three years 
ing 3lst March last, derived from— 
ue House Taxes in both Settle- 


Ch—Tazes on Land in both Settlements 


(1j—The portion of the English 

_ ol aa yoy the, H 
1 The portl & tis] 

East of the Honan Road. 

(3)—The American Settlement. 

3rd.—The number of Public Street Lamps 
in each of the three above-mentioned 
divisions of the Settlements. 

4th.—The total length of Public Streets 

in each of the same divisions. 

5th.—The total cost to date of the Public 
Garden. 


6th.—The total cost to date Pegs, Maco 
maintaining all roads outside the 
of the Foreign Settlements. — 
the 


7th.—The amount expended during 
three years on River and : 


8th.—The cost of the recent raising, metall- 
ing, &c., of the Yangteze Road or Bund. 
9th.—The Annual Cost of the Police Force 
required in the American Settlement. 
Mr. Purvon might remark that the 
Council, being the servants of the whole 
public, represented no class interest, and 
were anxious to meet equally the wishes of 
all. He huped they would always be able 
to give any required information that was 
reasonable, aud for which a reasonable 
length of time was given. With 
information . required by the 


to the | 
et resolution, he had it all now 
S is hand as nearly as it could be | 


got. The Council’s books were so kept 
that there had been no trouble in get- 
ting it since the motion was published, 


as 


‘2a Be | Be BES Ee FE! 
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Mr. Brsser could not agree with Mr. 
Seligmann, that his motion was quite 
childish, looking at the remarks ‘of the 
Chairman ‘of the late Council. When the 
subject was then 
had said—‘‘He n 


Mr, Kidner as to some of the matters he 


brought forward; there 
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pPHANGHAI, 26TH PUNE, 1874. 


To Geo. F. Srewarp, Esa, 
_Consul-General of the United States, 


Senior Consul, 


Shanghai. 


Sir, 


The Mixed Court. having referred a case of Opium seizure, 
in which I am interested and which was effected on the plea of an 
attempt to evade the payment of the li-kin tax thereon, to the next 
Meeting of the Foreign Consular Body for their consideration and 
decision, I respectfully beg leave to submit to you the facts, con- 
nected with that case, as they actually occurred. 

‘Towards 9 o'clock p.m. on the 21st instant I was informed by 
one of my native employés that runners of the Opium li-kin Guild, 
which farms the right of levying the li-kin tax upon Opium from 
the Taotai of Shanghai, had, in the Canton road, within the Foreign 
Settlements North of the Yang-king-pang, arrested one of my na- 
tive servants, A-Tung, who by my orders, was carrying a ball of 
Opium, my property and on which the full amount of duties, law- 
fully leviable upon it, had been paid at the Foreign Maritime 
Customs’ Office, to one of my shops within the Foreign Settlements. 
He was arrested and searched on the mere suspicion of illicitly 
carrying Opium, and, although a certificate was found in his pos- 
session stating that the Opium, carried by the bearer, was my 
property, taken to the Municipal Central Police Station, and there 
detained. 

The ball of Opium, in the charge of my servant, was cut into 
two, wrapped in paper, and carried by him in the inside- 
pockets of his coat. ‘This is done chiefly with the view of avoiding 
annoyance and delay from the numerous runners, whom the Guild 
referred to send out, and who beleaguer the Foreign Settlements 
in every direction. 

Most of the preceding details I learned at the Central Police 
Station, to which I at once applied for the release of my servant and 
the delivery of my Opium. The European Constable No. 23, at 
the time in charge of the Station, refused compliance with my 
request ; whereupon I went in search of one of his superiors. 
Having met the Inspector, Mr. Fowler, who accompanied me to the 
Station, I repeated my demand. Mr. Fowler released my servant 
on my engaging to produce him before the Mixed Court on the 
next day ; but declined to give up the Opium, stating that he had 
no authoriiy to do so. 


~ 


Later in the evening, I saw also the Acting Superintendent, 
Mr. Stripling, and related to him what had occurred. He expressed 
the view, that Mr. Fowler should have released my servant no more 
than the Opium, and that, in giving up the former, he had acted 
on his own responsibility ; it being contrary to the orders of the Mixed 
Court for the Municipal Police to accept from Foreigners bail for 
Chinese. | 

On the next day, the 22nd instant, I appeared before the 
Mixed Court with my servant ; the seized Opium having been taken 
there, I presume, by the Municipal Police. I applied, in order to 
gain time to secure legal advice, for a remand: which was granted. 

On the following day, the 23rd instant, the case came on for 
hearing before Chén, the Chinese Magistrate, and Dr. M. T. Yates, 
U.S. Assessor. Iwas accompanied by Mr. Robinson, the advocate, 
as my professional adviser, who formally claimed the judicial release 
of my servant and the restoration of my property. Finally, how- 
ever, it was proposed by Dr. Yates and approved by the Magistrate, 
that the matter should be referred to the Consular Body, and that 
the decision of the Mixed Court should be held over until after their 
next Meeting, at which the question of how far and under what 
restrictions the payment of native imposts shall be permitted 
to be enforced within the boundaries of the Foreign Settlements, 
might receive due consideration at the hands of the Consular Body. 
In the meantime, the Court aecepted native bail for the appearance 
of my servant on his being summoned to receive the Magistrate’s 
judgment ; but retained the Opium. 

In the course of the discussion, to which the case gave rise in 
Court, several not unimportant points were elicited. Thus Dr. 
Yates stated that the Chinese claim the right to tax Opium (and 
any other merchandise), not having as yet paid the local dues and 
li-kin, wherever they may find it, in the hands of a Chinaman, 
within a3 well as beyond the limits of the Foreign Settlements. 
Sach a claim appears to me untenable. It is distinctly stated in 
Rule V of the Trade Rules, appended to the Treaty of Tientsin :— 
“Opium will henceforth pay thirty taels per picul import duty. 
The importer will sell it owly at the port. Tt will be carried into the 
interior by Chinese only, and only as Chinese property ; the Foreign 
- trader will not be allowed to accompany it.” Further, Art. XTIT 

of the Treaty of Tientsin itself reads thus :—‘t The Chinese Gov- 
ernment will place no restriction whatever upon the employment, 
by British subjects, of Chinese subjects in any lawful capacity.” 
From this it follows clearly in virtue of the so-called “ favored 
nition clause,” that the foreign merchant has an indubitable right 
to trade in Opium, provided he has paid the tariff import duty upon 
it, and to carry it, or have it carried by natives, from any place to 
any other place ai the port, without molestation and, so long as it 
remains Foreign property, without its bemg lable to any additional 
taxation Whatever. “The port” might, so far as Shanghai is 
concerned, not unreasonably be taken to include the Chinése City ; 
but that ‘‘ the interior,”’ of China, as contrasted with “ the port ” 
of Shanghai, canny! possibly be understood to include the Foreign 
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- Settlements, they being included in ‘ the port,” is obvious. Hence,’ . 
the Chinese would appear to have no right of interfering with the 
trade of foreign merchants in Opium, or .subjecting the article, 
having once paid the tariff import-duty, to li-kin or any other local 
taxation, so long as the Opium remains foreign property, and is 
not carried beyond the limits of the Foreign Settlements. 

When Dr. Yates, therefore, expressed the opinion that, re- — 
garding Opium as an outlawed commodity, the Consuls would 
probably have nothing to do with it, he can hardly, at the moment, 
have had the clear Treaty-provisions concerning Opium present 
to his mind; and I, on the contrary, entertain the confident ex- 
pectation that the Consular Body will view the subject in the light 
of those provisions. 

Much stress was laid by the Chinese Magistrate on the Opium 
having been found, as he expressed himself, ‘‘concealed about the 
person of my servant,”’ and by way of illustrating the force of his 
argument, he took a paper from Mr. Robinson, put it up his capa- 
cious sleeve, and asked, if he were thus found with it,” whether the 
natural presumption would not be that he had intended to steal the 
paper? The Magistrate overlooked that the Opium, carried by my 
servant, was my own property; while the paper, which he—the 
Magistrate—took, without leave, from Mr. Robinson, was the pro- 
perty of that gentleman. I have already explained, that the prin- 
cipal object in Opium being carried as it is within the Foreign 
Settlements, is to avoid the importunities of a herd of hungry 
runners who mostly live upon the confiscation of the drug. They 
are not officials of the Chinese.Government, but the hired servants 
of an association of native tradesmen, who, as has been previously 
remarked, farm the right to levy the li-kin tax from the Taotai. 
Such a system may suit a semi-barbarous nation; but, in my 
humble opinion, its application is hardly admissible in our Foreign 
Settlements. As an illustration of the annoyances, to which it 
subjects foreign merchants, I may be permitted-to recall to your 
recollection the case of the Messrs. Remé, in which a piece of habit- 
cloth, their property, was forcibly taken from one of their native ser- 
vyants, who was carrying it by their orders to another part of the 
Settlement. It was finally restored to them; but not until they 
had brought the case before the Mixed Court, and put up with all 
the inconvenience and loss of time attending the proceedings. 

In relation to this point, the Chinese Magistrate wished me to 
inform him of the name of the purchaser, to whom my Opium was 
being sent. I declined to do so, firstly, because it is contrary to 
every commercial maxim and destructive of individual trade-con- 
nections, to disclose the details of one’s business; and secondly, be- 
cause, if such inquisitorial powers were once conceded to any Chi- 
nese Authority, there would, owing to the well-known native cus- 
tom of ‘‘ squeezing,” be soon put an end to all intercourse between 
European and Chinese merchants. __ ee 

Another point, to which I would beg leave to invite your, 
attention, is the part taken by the Municipal Police in this’. 
matter. ‘To judge from that part, and the declaration of the Act- 


ing Superintendent, Mr. Stripling, that the Police had kept 
within their instructions, although he declined to state what those 
instructions are, the force must be concluded to be in the service 
and under the orders of the Mixed Court, quite as much as in the 

service and under the orders of the Municipal Council. This would, 

it appears to me, not only be an anomalous, but a false position, 

calculated to subject the action of the Municipal Police, more espe- 

cially in confiscation-cages, to grave misconstructions, and tend- 

ing to materially lessen the efficiency of the foree. The statement 
of the Acting Superintendent, Mr. Stripling, to the effect that my 

servant was detained on a charge of attempting to smuggle, pre- 

ferred against him by an officer of the Chinese Government is 

incorrect, inasmuch as my servant was arrested and searched on 
the mere suspicion of carrying Opium illicitly, not by ‘ an officer of 
the Chinese Government,” but by the hired native runner of a 
i Shanghai Guild ; and, on the charge of such a person, was, despite 
of my written authority in his possession, not merely taken into 
custody, but released only on bail and prosecuted, while my pro- 
perty, entrusted to him, was detained, by the Municipal Police : 
my legal adviser asking in vain by whose authority and by what 
right they thus acted. 

Lastly, I would call your attention to the fact that, according 
to Rule XIII. of the official Regulations of the Mixed Court now 
in force, the Chinese Magistrate, presiding over that Court, is 
precluded from ‘‘ taking any part in the levy or collection, within 
the Foreign Quarter, of any tax, charge, or contribution for the 
use of the Chinese Government;” and that ‘‘if the said officer 
commits a breach of this Rule or acts in excess of his powers, the 
Consuls of the Treaty Powers may demand his dismissal.” The 
Rule reads literally as follows :— 

“The said officer shall not be authorised to take any part in the levy or col- 
“lection within the Foreign Quarter of any tax, charge, or contribution for the 
‘use of the Chinese Government. If the said officer commits a breach of this 
* Rule, or acts in excess of his powers, or does not discharge his duties efficiently, 
‘the Consuls of the Treaty Powers may demand his dismissal.” 

Apologising for the length, to which this communication 
extends, and earnestly recommending my case, in so far as you 
may be able to take cognizance of it, to your favourable considera- 
tion and that of the Consular Body at large, I have the honor to 
be with the highest respect, . 


Sir, 
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Your humble and obedient servant 


(Signed) P. LOUREIRO. 


Swanonal, 18th June, 1874. 
To G. F. Sewarp, Esq, Setiiér Consul: 
; Dear Sir, 


The unanimity with which my Resolutions against Proxy Voting were carried at the Special 
Meeting of Ratepayers, rendered unnecessary the arguments with which I was prepared to support them in 
case of opposition, As, however, the subject has still to be considered by the Treaty Consuls, it has occurred 
to me that it may be well to lay before that body some of the grounds on which Proxy Voting is so distasteful 
_to the large majority of Ratepayers. | : 


What has experience taught us as to the working of the system? At every Meeting a combination of 
two or three holders of proxies has had the power of controlling questions of great public importance. I need 
only refer to the painful scene in the small room of the Masonic Building last year, when the Bunding of the 
North Bank of the Soochow Creek was carried by Proxies held by a few, against a majority of about five-sixths of 
the Ratepayers then present. The same two or three gentlemen held the power of carrying the proposal for a 
Tramway on the Bund, and would probably have done so, had not the good taste of Mr. Johnson induced 
the Tramway party to withdraw their resolution, in view of the strongly-expressed opposition to it. 


I am far from maintaining that the majority of people present at a meeting are always correct in their 
views of public questions—indeed, history teaches us that a minority is more often right ; but so long as we 
cuntinue to govern ourselves in Municipal matters, I think it is undeniable that we should not be entirely 
at the morcy of anyone who chooses to collect Proxies from persons too idle or too indifferent to Municipal 
matters to attend one or two meetings a year. 


Again, the tendency of Proxy Voting is to make every resolution a party question. It will be 
remembered that, in 1871, Mr. Dixwell held 55 Proxies, and the same system has continued since, so that even 
last month the then Chairman of the Municipal Council considered it his duty to collect Proxies—not with a 
view of carrying any particular motion, but for the protection of the interests of the public against the possible 
action of a gentleman who came to the meeting with 34 votes in his pocket, but whose intentions were not 

previously known to the general public. There is no one in the Settlement in whose hands the community 
would see Proxies with more confidence, than Mr, Fearon; yet I may instance his vote on Mr. Kidner'’s’ 
amendment to the Budget (for the differential taxation of Chinese on either side of Honan Road) as one 
powerful argument against the system. He cast 26 votes in favour of that resolution—had he cast them 
against it, my argument would be the same ; yet it is perfectly certain that he had no instructions from at - 
least twenty of the individuals who were thus made to vote on the point at issue. His Proxies were asked for 
officially, without explanation how they would be used, and I think it is a fair inference that had the twenty- 
five Ratepayers been present their opinions would in all likelihood have been divided, and their votes have 
nearly neutralized each other. Very certainly they would not have been all cast as Mr. Fearon, in the exercise 
of his opinion, did cast them. I must again explain that I am only bringing forward this case as an argument 
against a vieious system, and not at all in a spirit of complaint against Mr. Fearon. 


Another subject is the wilful misuse of Proxies. I know of two gentlemen who refused to give their 
_ Proxies to anyone last month, upon the grounds that in 1873 the votes were not used for the purpose for which 
they were given, but were used in the support of measures disapproved of by the givers of the Proxies. 


As an argument in favour of Proxy-voting, a case was reported to me of a gentleman of 
very high character, and one who has always taken great interest in public affairs, who was 
prevented by business of importance from attending the meeting last month. While admitting that 
this is a hard case, I am quite unable to think of any modification of my resolution that would 
meet the difficulty. In the case of severe illness, probably a doctor’s certificate might admit a Proxy ; 
but where are we to find a doctor to certify that a man is too busy to attend a Meeting of Ratepayers | 
Any relaxation of rule in this way would be manifestly impracticable ; if it were too hot, or rainy, a Ratepayer 
would only have to conjure up business of importance to enable him to give away his Proxy. I do not pretend 
that to abolish Proxies will not be to deprive of the power of voting, some Ratepayers who take an interest in 
and would wish to influence our debates, but who will be unavoidably debarred from attending meetings. 
But I do maintain that the hardship thus entailed will be an immeasurably less evil than the late practice 
of allowing the presence of scores of dummy and indifferent votes. 


To take, lastly, the /egal view of the case. One of the chief things to do in considering the construction 
of a written sentence is to try to understand the intention of the writers. Now, the framers of Land Regulation 
IX were, in 69, all Land-owners, or representatives of Land-owners, and their intentions were, in giving 
Householders votes at public meetings, undoubtedly to restrict the franchise by making it obligatory for Rate- 

payers other than Land-renters to be personally present at all public meetings, I regret to say that, in the 
_ published records of the meetings of Land-renters held in 1866, the discussions are very imperfectly reported, 
so much so that I am obliged to fall back upon my memory in making the above assertions ; but I appeal to 
many here now, who were present at those meetings, for a confirmation of my views on the hint 


And now, Sir, I must ask you to refer to the Land Regulations. I find that in Articles IX and XV, 
pages 16 and 20, occurs the only use of the words “Owners of Land,” throughout the Regulations. Else- 
where are the words “ Rate-payers,” “ Laxd-renters,” and “Renters of Land;” and I inquire, Why this 
isolated insertion of the words “Owners of Land” in the two important Regulations controlling public 
meetings! The answer is evident. This peculiar i Siare is here intended to exempt these Regulations 
from Article XXIX, page 27, which reads:— 

“That the words ‘Renters of Land’ and ‘Ratepayers,’ wherever they occur in the foregoing 

“ Regulations shall, where not otherwise indicated by the connection in which they occur, be taken to mean 
, “ ELecrors entitled to vote according to the terms of Art. XIX.” 

And, as though to add peculiar force to this argument, the words in Article XXIX: “Renters of 
Land and Ratepayers” are, you will observe, contained within inverted commas, as though to confirm the 
opinion that these words only and no others were intended to be convertible terms and to mean Electors 
entitled to vote under Article XIX. 

‘Turning to Article XV III, and taking it in connection with Article XIX, the latter being, in 
point of fact merely a definition of qualifications for the rights mentioned in the forme, we find 
that not only Ratepayers, but even Land-renters must be personally present at the election of Coun- 
cilors, (This regulation in its present form was carried by Messrs. Hogg & Keswick against the wishes 
of the Land-renters present at the meeting of 1866 or 1867, these two gentlemen producing 51 proxies 
in a total of 71 vctes, for the article as it stands.) It is evident that Messrs. Hogg and Keswick wished to 
prevent absentees from controlling the election of the Council. And the studious omission of any mention of 
Proxies in Article XIX, taken in connection with the foot-note on page 22, and a/ter the especial mention of 
Proxies in Articles 1X and XY, plainly indicate that the intention of the framers of our Constitution was to 
exclude the Proxies of Ratepayers actually present in Shanghai. 


At the meeting of Consuls on 8th December, 1871, they gave precedent as their reason for non- 
interference with the then existing system of voting, preferring to construe an apparent doubt in the wording 
of the new Regulations, according to the practice under the old. But, Sir, this argument falls to the ground 
when we remember that, previous to 1870, no Ratepayer—qué his position as a Householder—had any political 
rights in this Settlement. These were formerly vested in Land-renters only, and thus, practically, the Consuls 
adopted the accidental practice of one year (1870) as a precedent for future voting. A precedent of one 
occurrence only, should hardly be used in such a case, in face of the plain wording of the Land Regulations. 


I have ventured, as the author of the resolution, to lay these remarks before you, in the hope of 
convincing the Treaty Consuls not only of the strong feeling which exists in the community against proxy 
voting, and of the inherent evil of the practice ; but also that the admission of proxies of other than absentee 
- Ratepayers was not contemplated by the new Regulations, and that the alteration in Article XIX voted by the 
Ratepayers, while a decided expression of dheaery is really a definition of an existing law rather than a require- 
ment for a new one, 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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Since country concluded a treaty with 
China, shoo of mutual posers J and 
d-will have been fulfilled on both sides, and 
sentimeiits of respect and friendship have 
been more and more cultivated tow each 
other. Last year, too, on the occasion of the 
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men. Abies haces clit thcin lece odors 
for local prejudices and peculiarities,-but in fact these exist 

| in @ less degree than in many of the smaller states, terri- 

pee \torially speaking, of Europe. You cannot tell a man from 

| Massachusetts or from Illinois or Georgia by peculiarities 


of manner, appearance or speech. The men of the east 
ail cui, | have overrun the west. The men of the north have invad- 
ee: ne ee is, sempeees, palitical 
wnit?  _—_—=sé imsstitutions of a uniform character, have reduced the 


Wea eke | various elements of which the nation is ibe to a 
Y, 1874. Then, as to this tisagglive spirit, it may be said that 
=== j/all true republicanism is co-operative. Failing a dispo- 

ii _- | sition to yield to the views of the majority, and to share 

in the pubiic burdens, a people cannot preserve repub- 

| lican institutions. In America twenty thousand soldiers 

- |form the standing army, and eight out of ten of these are 

| N INDEPENDENCE. — j employed upon the frontiers, yet society moves in the most 
hink that it would be difficult to find an American| orderly way. We hear of strange things now and then, but 
is not devoted to his country. His devotion is found-| those who are well informed know that they occur in new 
pon considerations which he will defend if need be. districts under exceptional circumstances. It is doubtful 
is part of the world these considerations will not be| whether more orderly communities exist in the world than 

a Our residents are far better informed those of the New England, Central and Western States, and 

ard to American affairs than are the great majority|these comprise four-fifths of the whole population, Abr 

plo ob lias At the same time our American friends] is this co-operative spirit kept altogether for home use. 

t here subject themselves to the criticism of holding The Geneva Arbitration may be considered to illustrate it. 

ideas. It is not too much to say that they are Cuba is respected even when outrage after outrage is com- 

s the champions of liberal opinions and that they mitted upon American citizens resident there, and Spain 

rate with other nationals in such a manner as is in the greatest straits. One vessel, we believe, comprises 

ite no Sealousies. This is the case in the Churches, | the British naval armament upon the great Lakes. Mex- 
different public Companies, in the Clubs of all kinds, | ico, with a long conterminous boundary, keeps afoot not 
micipal matters, in the Chamber of Commerce and| one more soldier because her neighbour is a very giant in 
te Body. We remember no discords raised} strength. ‘The islands of the Antilles and of the Pacific 

, but on the contrary very many matters in| have never learned that America extends her territory by 

‘hey hete been earnest — a ao in-| any other process than the natural gravitation of the less 

to the greater. 

contin snd oi-cperstivd eentisiente which We have indulged in these remarks because this day 

ilustrate here are really only a reflection of the| happens to be an anniversary of the American Declaration 

olitan and co-operative ideas which prevail in| of Independence ; feeling sure that our readers will join us 
‘a, and which are a natural result of the history and in congratulating our cousins upon the occasion, and thet 
bai sce pe tang It would be impossible that| none will indulge in any mental reservations. 
pire made up of immigrants from all the States of} ) 
shoul: be other than coamnepeliten ia tone, The 

« may find there distinctive social and political 

; but he will find no man who does not trace his 

bck to the older counts, In many instances 

ys will have come down to him generated by the 

+ hich caused his ancestor to seek new hore, 


, aie a vole be more or less perfectly 
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THE REVOLVING SEASONS having again brought |) - 
round the “glorieus 4th” the vessels of. war in| 

harbour of all nationalities, and a large propor- 5 
tion of the mercantile. marine and even saucy } 
little yachts, were by 8 a.m. dressed out in their | |. 
gayest colours, the U. 8. 8. Yantic, lying nearly | 
abreast of the Custom House forming a forest | : | : 
of flags s¥orthy of being the centre of such gay i Uenesenc:-cmmncencercaitiaed: trauammnsmestest 
surroundings. And every Consulate and other _ — i 


bhshment that boasts a flag hung out its | | 
#t-gontalon, so. that even to the meanest | 
capacity it was obvious that “Yankee Doodle | 
had come to town.” Shortly before noon a | 
a few friends, of other nationalities, assembled | 
on the verandah that surmounits the porch of the 
_ United States Consulate-General, andin theabsence 
of Geo, F. Seward, ‘Esq., Consul-Creneral, O. B. | 
Bradford, Esq., acting for him, read, according | 
to time honoured usagep the Declaration ~ of | 
Independence. This concluded, a bumper was | 
pledged—some in wine and some in water—to 
“the Day we celebrate.” ‘To this act the appro- 
priate accompaniment was the flash apd report 
of a gun on board the Vantie, whichtowas res- 
ponded to with great promptitude and precision 
by the Jupahese corvette; ‘the ‘two Véssels alter- 
nately shooting till each had fired the regulation 


one-and-tweprty. But eyer and anop-.amid, their 
shots was héard Pica dah 086 0. the | 


Consulate, which turned out to be produced by 
an old mub#lédédding carromate; which from its 
aze seems intended to keep in remembrance the 
kind of artillery with which the War of Inde- 
pendénce was fought out. But, haridled as it 
was,—-and hag been for many years-by the Hong- 
kew Police, it certainly atlded much to the effect 
of the demonstration, and prolonged it for seme 
time after the others had ceased firing. Ameri- 
cans don’t usually do business on this day, | 
but we met one man who had been forced to sell, | 
and revenged himself by adding 15 per cent to | 
to the usual price ! We understand that “ Young } 
America” purposes having a gala display of fire- 
works at Kinleeyuen to-night in honour of thé 

me we doubt not that th n every 
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